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ADVERTISEMENT. 

MANY friends having repeat- 
edly defired the periodical 
paper called 7^ Old Maidy firft pub- 
liihed in 1755 and 175^, niight be 
coUeded in a volume^ and publiflied 
for the ufe of the Public, the Editor 
has endeavoured to make it correA. 

: ill' '. - ' '•' ; ; :'^:^ 
The papers •• ixEarked[, L. ,(?•/ were 

wrote by a Jate'rNc&lfcinstoi, well 

known in the literary ;'Woriai*\ who 

marked and correAed' ttiem' himfelf 

for this purpofe. Thofe marked B. 

were wrote by the Editor, and the 

reft by Gentlemen whofe names flie 

is not at liberty to publiih. 
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Numb. i. Saturday, November i^, '755* 

But earihlier happy is tielnfe^d^jarJt^' * ' . * , 
Than thaty ivhich withering oh the'virgin thorn^, 
Grows, lives y and dies y in fingle fleljcdnh^ . 

M idfu TJpcr.'^ igh t'v X^Vea m« 

' J « - '- • ^ 

I MIDST the prelent glut of e/Tay 
papers, it may feem au odd attempt 
in a Woman, to think of adding 
to the number ; but as moft of 
diem, like fummer infefts, jtift make their 
appearance, and are gone ; I fee no reafoa 
why I may not buz ambngft them a little ; 
though it is poffible I may join 'the fliort-liv'd 
generation, and this day month be as much 
forgot as if I had never exifled.' Be that as it 
B , may, 
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9iay, in defiance of all criticifins I will write : 
wevery body knows an Englifh woman has a na- 
tural right to expofe herfclf as much as fhe 
pleafes ; a right fome of us feem lately to have 
made a pretty fufficicnt ufe rf; and fincc I 
fed a violent inclination to fhow my prodigious 
wifdom to my cotempOraries, I ftiould think it 
giving up the privileges of the fex to defijft from 
my purpofe : at the feme time leaving my fel- 
lov/ fubjefts the fame liberty of reading or not,. 
*as they ftiall think meet. Be it then known, 
that for thefe ten ten years paft (Fm afraid I 
am on the verge of fifty) I have had fome 
.^fcriiples.of confcience in regard to the ftate I 
^.flna:ip^^'wliicb.r|ifl ag^^.ftading cannot fatisfy : 
fin ^jnwdjs, V!py 6pin*<>J^> except an old 
bacb^fc}-^ fl^^^oflriifelefs and infignificant of 
alt^Cfjd'srr^tVP^; jnd as I am fo unhappy as 
toWbtte*of:thofe very, worthlefs animals, I 
think it ipcumbent upon me fome way or other 
to be of fervice to the community ; and hope, 
by giving to the public the obfervations my un- 
employed courU? of life has enabled me to 
make, to obtain pardon for leading my days in 
a way fo entirely unfervi^eable to fociety. How- 
ever, that I may not appear altogetlier inexcu- 
^ fable, I beg leave to relate my hiftory. I was 
fcorn iji the oorth of England, being the eldeft 

daugh]Eer 
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Aiughter of to hooeft ^untry juftice, whc^ 
tiaving no childtea but me and a younger liAer^ 
|)rQpofisd leaving his cftate, a clear eight hun- 
dred a year, betwixt us. My fifter married A 
neighbourii^ gentleman ; and I might perhaps 
have followed her example, having very good 
tffers (i^pofl my word it's true, I hive feveral 
love letters by me, which I read once a year, oa 
ay birtH-day, by the help of fpeftacles) bul 
unluckily, at the age of twenty-three, I was 
addrefled by a gcatleman fo very agreeable, 
and fo paffionately fond of toe, that though he 
had not a (hilling, I, Unknown to any body, 
partly from inclination, partly for fear the poor 
man fiiould hang himfelf, which he often tlirent* 
^ened, engaged myfelf to him* As it was im* 
poiSble to get my father's confent, we agreed 
to wait till his death ; and my lover, who 
was bread to no employment, went in the mean 
lime to refide with an old relation, in a diftant 
HTounty, who had a good eftate, and whofe foa 
had a friendflrip for him. After two years of 
-expeftation, during which my faithful admirer, 
who contrived to fee me as often as the diftancc 
of the place, ani his dependant fituation wouU 
permit, had frequently prefled me to marry Hiiti 
privately, my father died. Though my con- 
ccra for his death was real, love loon dried up 
•» 2 • ^J 
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^y tears : no one who is not as romantic as I then 
Avas, can imagine the joy I felt at being able to 
give my lover fuch a proof of the diftintefefted- 
:ijefs of my paffion ; I ferit a ftrvant poft with 
a letter full of fine fentimental rhapfodies, which 
I am now convinced were very foplifli, aiid re- 
x:eived the follpwing aqfw^ : 

Madam, 

I AM forry for your lofs : I have alfo been fo 
unhappy as to lofe my uncle and coufin, who 
both died of the finall-pox within this week : 
the excefs of my grief, and the multiplicity of 
bufinefs I am at prefent engaged in, by being 
left heir to my uncle*s eftat^, render it im- 
pofTible for me to wait upon you. I am much 
pbliged to you for the expreffions of regard in 
your's, and am forry to tell you, my uncle when 
jdying, ijififted on my promife to m^rry Mifs 
Wealthy, vyho was intended for my coufm. 
The Will of the dead ought to "be facr^d, there- 
fore it is impoffible for me to fulfil the engage^ 
ment, into which we, perhaps imprudently, 
jentered. f expeft from your known candor that 
you will do mc the juftlce tp believe, no mo- 
|:ive but the gratitude and refpeft I owe to thq 
jnen^Qry of this dear relation, to whofe gene- 
fpf^ty I an) fo j^nch obliged, could make me 
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give up the hope of being piirs. I doubt not 
your good fcnfe and religion will enable you t6 
bear with becoming fortitude, a ftiock which i 
have need of all the-ftrength of manly reafon to" 
fupport. I finccrely with you every happinefs, 
and that you may, whenever you marry, meet 
with a man more worthy of you, than. 
Madam, 
Tour mqfi oUiged and obedient fcrvant^ 

J. c; 

To this I reply'd, 

Sir, 

I HEARTILY wifli you joy botH of your fot- 
tiine and your bride. I have always 6bferved 
that manly reafon is of great ufe to your fex oit ' 
thefe occafions ; and there is a certain principle, 
called female pride, which rs no lefs ufeful to us. 
Don't be in pain about me, for, believe me, 
I {hall not break my heart. I em pnly forry 
you got the ftart of me, for I began to be very 
fick of the engagement, which nothing *but a 
miftaken point of honour could have made me 
keep fo long. I was afraid if I broke ofF, the 
world might unagine your beggary the reafon of 
it : your uncle has kindly faved me from this 
reproach> as you have from the reproaches of 
B 3 my 
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fiiy own heart, by Qiewing me the iaCde of 
yours. 

lam. Si 11, 

Tour very humblefervanf^ 
Mart SiNaLSTo»». 

Notwithstanding this letter, the ill-^ 
bfeeding of which nothing but the ufage I hacJ' 
Baet with could excufe, I was very mife- 
rable : hiy heart was naturally tender, and the 
ingratitude of this unworthy lovsr gave me 
more paio than I was willing to own : *tis not 
quite fa eafy a taflc as fome modern fine ladiesf 
may imagine, for a mla4. full of funplicity and 
innocence^ to wear ofF the imprefCbn of a firft 
fondaefS) fo deeply rooted as mine was. A^ 
foon as I bad fettled my affairs, I left England^ 
and followed my lifter, who was then abroai 
with her hMfband, and wjiomt I bad before re- 
fufed to accompany, though I ha4 my fiuher's- 
leave, from cgmplaifance ta this wretch. We 
part three years in piaking the tour of Europe^ 
a regimen I would prefcribe^ to dil difappointed 
lovers ; and I was happy enough at my rer 
turn to have no fentiments remaining for my 
fwain, but thofe of contempt. 1 found he had 
married foon. after I went abroad, and was half 
ruined by th^ cj^trava^ae of hSs. wife, though 

' ' ' JJift: 
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Ihc bronght him thirty thoufand pounds, and 
his own eftatc was two thoufand pounds a year i 
file was a city fortune ; and becaufe flic would 
jiot be thought to have had a confined cduca- 
tioB, fhe gained, intrigued, and in ftiort, prac- 
tifed sSl the vices which, ftic had read in thofe^ 
blefled helps to fcmak virtue, mc4efn memoirs^ 
were the requifites of a woman of diftiuftion^ 
1 had ftili offers, but experience how little de^ 
pendance there was upon profcffions of love,- 
^tnd the requeft of my dear fiiler, who twa 
years after our return, died in childbed, and 
kft her new bom datughter to my care, de- 
termined me to f emain fmgle. The educatioi* 
cf this girl, who loft her father foon after, ha^- 
been fo great a pleafure to m$, chat I (houlcf 
fiever have regretted my condition, had I not' 
thought myfclf wanting in duty to my country :* 
however, if any old maid is cxcufable, 1 hope t 
am ; for though I have not had the honor of 
1>cing a mother, I have had all the cares of one^ 
and hope I have exectrted this truft in fuch a^ 
manner as tomakefome Worthy man happy in a* 
wife ; for marry flie certainly (hall : one old 
maid is quite enough in a family } nay to be 
plain, I fometimes think toe muchr The clia-- 
raft^ of my niece I will defer till another time, 
4ar two reafons } one is, that ic would make 
B 4 ibi# 
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this. paper too long ; the other, that I chufe to 
raife the curiofity of my readers, .and not fatisfjr 
it, on purpofe to make them take the next : an 
art praftifed with great fuccefs by thofe authors 
vvhofe works are retailed in fixpemay numbers. 

P. S, Mrs. Singleton hopes for the correfpond- 
cnce of all the ingenious of both fences ; and 
promifes to infert all fuch letters as fhe (hall 
find proper for her purpofe, with the fbifteft 
impartiality ; only (he begs leave to (how. a little 
favor to ladies of her own order ; and promifes 
all antiquated virgins who (hall do.her the honor 
*){ her correfpondence, that their letters, pro- 
vided they comain aa fcandal, (hall be fiiflb 
taken C-ire of. As. flieis of opinion. old'mai4s 
are only mifchievous, like monkies, for want of 
employment, ihe thinks, by fetting them to 
work, (lie (liall do (bciety good fcrvice, and 
fave the reputation of many a. harmlefs giddy 
girl, who might otherwife fall under their oh- 
fervation.. Since the prohibition of fcandal, the 
fubje6l they are moft converfant in, may be 
thought hard, (he gives them free leare to rail 
at the men with all their might, provided they 
are filcnt as to the faults of their own fex. B^ 

NUMJBU 
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Numb. 2. Satvhdat, Uovemter 22, 1755^- 



Herfure and eloquent blood 



Spcke in her cheeks^ andfo dijlin6lly wrought, 
That one wou'd almqfi/ay, her body thought. 

D/. DvQfir. 

AS I am a woman of my word, IfliiiH begin 
this paper \sath the charafter of my 
niece Julia ; but as the face is often, indeed I 
believe generally, the index to the mind, and 
it is the fafhfbrf to defcribe the perfons of ntt 
modern herdnes, I (hall begin there. 

JxjLiA then is of the middle ftaturc, rather 
inclined to be tall, finely proportioned, and has 
much the look of awomanof diftinftion, her eyes 
blue, her hair a very pale br»wft, and her com- 
plexion fo extremely fair, that added fo annnex- 
preffible fweetnefs in her countenance, it has 
often otcafioned a doubt of her underftanding; 

Her mind is the feat of every grace and every ' 
virtue : ihe is fo innocent herfelf, that it is al- 
moft impoffible to make her believe ill of others ; * 
fo gentle that I can make her tremble by a 
l5>ok of anger ; and fo beneficent, that it is all 
fKe can do to make her money hold out from one 
quarter day to another, though fhe is, as to her 
B 5. own-^ 
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10 T H E O L D M A r IX N^x.- 
own expeoces, a remarkable good oeconomift; 
She fings and plays to great perfeftion ; but fuch 
is her referve, that fcarce any body but myfelf 
and two'or three particular friends ever heard; 
her: her tafte for polke literature is adimrable,, 
and I am never perfeftly fatisfied with my own 
opinion of any work- of genius till I have herV 
and yet (he is fo modeft that k is with great-, 
difficulty 1 can perfwade her to give it. 

Two faults flie has^; apropenfity to>be filent 
in company, which is very difagrceable to me, 
who am remarkably talkative; and an eafinefs^ 
of temper which fubjcfts her to be impofed 
upon by people of art and experience, who^ 
have not half her natural difcernment. 

Perhaps I may be thought too laviOi ia 
my commendation of this dear* girl ; but as- 
much as I love her, I think I have not gwic a^ 
hair's breadth beyond the truth, 

S^E is juft turned eighteen^ has fifteea 
thoufand pounds in her own power, and.is^^ 
BOW addrelled by a gentleman* I have but t\v(x 
objcftions to : one is want of fortu^, a pretty 
fufficient objeSion I think ; the other his pro- 
feffion, being a military man : however to his 
praife be it fpoken, he is modeft, brave, ftudi^ 
ous, polite, and is looked upon by the pretty 
fellows bf his regiment a)» a very humdrum fort 
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of aa animal. She has too much rcfpeft for 
me, to engage without my coofcnt ; and too 
much fincerity, to deny flie likes him. I am now 
endeavouring, by aH foft ilicthods, for violent 
ones I abhor, to turn her affeftions fomc other 
way, but am afraid I fliall not facccod ; flie is 
very pofitive he would prefer h&r eten v^thouc 
a fortune to a rich duchcfs dowager, if his own 
circumftanccs were affluent, but I think I know 
the world rather better tKan fho does, and I be^ 
leve 1^ fuch thing : however time nmy diange 
her fentiments, and I think it will be quite {oow 
enough f<ff her to marry ten years henc«v 

Here I leave my gft-l for the pfefent; ifot 
. Ainking it perfefUy civil tCr entertain the town^ 
vilh my private a£&irs, further thani^necef- 
jfery to^ give diem a right idea of me;- 

To bufmefs theii^ I fliall lay dovftktSGf r^ga^- 
kr plan for Ais work, being tto much a &ee* 
bom Briton to fubmit to any thbg like rule y* 
but 2m determmed to be governed by the god* 
defs who- has long bad the dombbn of thia 
happy Ifle, efpecially the female part erf" it; I 
mean, Capriee, the wayward daughter of liberty 
jRid plenty : fo in obedience to her diftates, I^ 
fliall, jaft as the whim takes me, animadvert 
xtfcm fafliioiK, plays, malqucrades, or what*- 
ever elfe happens to fall wthia nayobfervation^ 
B6 THov<^Hi 
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Though a little partiality to ones own fex 
may perhaps be natural, yet let them not fancy 
I will carry it fo far as to fpare their follies and 
vices: I ftiall be happy tofet their virtues in 
the faireft light ; but fliall, like a faithful phy- 
fician, apply corrofives where lenitives are-of 
nofervice. 

I HAVE thoughts ol taking the theatres ia 
an efpedal manner into confideration, becaufe 
they have been almoft entirely loeglefted by the 
beft of our late eflay writers, and becaufe the 
few things that have been paibliftied on tha,t 
fubjeft within thefe two or three years, hai^e 
been, peitber wrote ^ with judgment 'nor. im- 
partiality* 

One thing I think it neceflary to premife, that 
as I write chiefly for the amufement of my owa 
fcx, I will not be judged by the impertinent 
criticifms of the other ; and I hereby forbid att 
coffee-houfe wits pretending to .find.fault with 
what is not intended for tliem : jthe beaux in- 
deed are fo like ladies, that I allow fuch of 
them as can read, the privilege of gi^dng their 
opinion ; and if I -{hould trip now»and-then in 
my fpelling, fliall run xio hazard of detection 
from them : for their fakes, aa I am^ very 
good natured, I fhall always have, Englilh 
mottos to my papers,, though I am under na 
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neceffity of fo doing ; for to the honor of the 
age, there are poor fcholars enough in towa 
that would be glad to give me.a fcrap of Latia 
for a dinner,^ 

The remaining part of this papir afiuAng to 
a pajfage in the ConntAJfeur^ which is omitted 
in the lajt edition, would now be unintelligible ; 
the Editor with pleafure dejiroys aH traces cfthc 
ikfpute. Br . 

Numb. 3; Sattjrdat, November 2^^ i75f« 
Full many a gem of purejl ray ferene^ 
The dark unf at horned caves of ocean bear \ 
Full many a flow' r is born to blufh unfeen^ 
And wajle its fweetnefs on the defart air, 

Blegy in a country church jrard* 

IT is a- common, but, I beliere, a very un- 
juft aflertion, that this is not the age of 
genius. I make no. doubt but that every age 
and every country has fbme portion, thouglj 
pprhaps not an equal one, of the heavenly fire : 
-why this burns brighter at one lime, and in 
one'fdace, than another, is not fo much from 
the difference of genius as of encouragement* 
I am forry to fay that the whole circle of polite 

arts 
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arts are ncgl«^«d in Englaad* a| prefent, to a 
degree of barbacifin ; but (hall in this eflay con* 
fine myfelf to pootry; the moft pIcafiog> and' 
in the jpdgmcat of the wifcft and bcft agcs,^ 
die moil noble and truly infpked oi them all. 

That the fteds of iHar divine art are crefy 
where, a a truth li^hi^h cannot be eonttfted 
(the wild Indians have th«ir fonp <^ war and 
bre ; a^d even Lapland, if Sctiefier is t^ • 
be credited, has produced odes full of infpir%* 
tbn) but to make them grow to any great per*- 
feftion, the warm beams of favor are ncceflfhryM 
^y may fprout in an unkindly fcal, by air 
extraordinary effotrt of nature even widiour 
the neceflary culture; but their growth wiU^ 
be flow and languid, and' the greateft part willi 
never put forth at au. 

Why did the courts o( Auguftus^ of Leo ti» 
Tenth, our two glorious Queens^ i?7iza£^M andf 
Jnne, and: of Lewis the Fourteenth, abound^ 
with Poets whofe works will be immortal?' 
Why, but becaufe they were fought for aadi 
encouraged^ Fame and fbrtuoe then attended' 
the Mufes' Reps; they led their raptured vo* 
taries into the cabinets of Princes, who diftin*- 
guiihed them by honors and rewards, and wcre^ 
by them in return crowned with wreathe cfi 
immortality*. 
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This is fo far from being the c^fis ia our zgt, 

diat the daring mortal^ who> in defiance of 

poverty, cnvy^ and contempt, wiU deferre wdl 

of his country as a ^vriter, m aft be content tcr- 

hsiv^ hit li& a perpetual warfare ; he mult bear 

to be traduced,, ridiculed, defpifed : and as to 

frofit, be muft be very fuccefsfttl indeed, if 

after negleftiing every othar means of raifing a 

fbrtune> and devoting bis days to the moft 

painful of all labour, diat of the mind, he gists 

a fupport eqiKd to that which recompenfes the 

txnl of the meaneft artifan : nay, what to one 

of a liberal tuni of thinking isr ten thou&id* 

times m(H:« dreadful- than this kind of diftreft^ 

he will becooie contemptible for that very po- 

iKTty whidi c^ht only to reflet on the natioo 

which fufiers him to bo poor. 

Wimtisthcfeom rfiv'ry WiJthyfhol^ 
And wit in rags is turrid to rt£cuU.^ 

There is nodiing which an embrddered 
Beau pronounces with inch (fifihin> as, afeUovf 
that writes far breads when ahnoft all mankind 
are purfuing the faa)ft &iAi though not all c^ 
them by means fa laudable. Indeed, this pac'^ 
ticular mode of expreffioDi is incMre applicable to 
authors thaa to any other bpdji of men, iince 

ihe 
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the moft fortunate of them feldom arrive at 
Hiore than bread, and few even at that. 

It fcems to be the received opinion, that po- 
verty is fo truly the fitter of poetry that they 
ought to be infeparable. I have .often wondered 
how fuch a connexion came to be thought of. 
Surely, the maft who is bleft with eafe and 
affluence has more chance to write well, than 
-he whofe.mind is torn by continual anxiety, 
and who peiliaps, when, he fliould be thinking 
bow to wind up the cataflrophc of his poem, 
is conlidering how he fhall get a dinner. One 
argument, indeed, there is for continuing to 
ilarve poets ; that the Mufes delight in folitude, 
and all who know the world, will allow that 
being poor, is the moft infallible means of being 
alone. 

I DOUBT not btit this Gothic contempt of 
the 'moft charming of all arts has buried many 
a noble genius in. obliyion^j and uhlefs fome re- 
drefs is fpeedily applied, poetry in Britain will 
foonbe at its laftgafp; * • 

I KNOW a very fenfible man, who, finding 
fome excellent poetical compofitions of his fon's, 
threw them all into the fire, charged him on his . 
bleffing to abandon all ftudies of that kind, and 
bound > him clerk to an attorney; and as a 
man of the world, he did right : he well knew 
Z the- 
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the greater his merit as a Poet was, the more 
likely he Was, from the modefty infeparable 
from true genius, to ftarve ; and he is now 
poflefTed of a good eftatc, which in the judg- 
ment of the greateft part of mankind, compre- 
Jaends every thing defirable. 

That all genius is not extinft might be 
proved by the mention of fome writings of au- 
thors now living : but as I will not by praife; 
however juft, bribe the applaufe of any, I will 
only fay, that we have now Poets wha in lyriq 
elegiac, didaftic, and dramatic compoiition?;. 
have (hewn that they are capable, if properly 
encouraged, of rivalling ancient Greece and 
Rome. When I fay dramatic, I would not be 
landerftood to mean, that our mocfern theatrical 
pieces are really equal to thofe of the laft age j 
but that it is not from want of fire in fome of 
the writers that they fall (hort of them ; b«t 
from particular circumftances which I may pei> 
haps endeavour to explain in another paper. 

It indulges my pride as a woman to refle^ 
*hat the two bright JEras of wit and learning ia 
England were female reigns ; reigns, which not 
only in this refpeft, but in ril others, >yill be 
the admiratioa of pofterity ; when arts, arms', 
and liberty, were in dieir highefb p«rfe6lioiH 
Even in the lall years- of Queen j^nne, embar- 
, ^ ralfedi 
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raflS^ 4s (he wm by^ the fury of contcndiDg 
parties^ Oat gave not up the protection of genius 
. and learning : however (he varied in other things, 
file kept this pcnnt fteadUy in view to the laft t 
SLnd both her mioiilries, fired by Her example, 
Arove as eagerly for tl^ honor of protedUng the 
liberal arts as for power, 

SiKCB oor prefent great nnen are fb (hame^ 
folly, I may add fo impoliticly^ negligent; I 
recommend it to my own fex to take poetry 
imder their protedUon. Beauty, even in thir 
tge, will give them influence ; and they can- 
not employ it better than in raifing the droop- 
kg Mufes, and reftoring tbeia to* that cfbeea» 
srhich they have been of late fo unjuIUy de» 
prived of. The other fex are, in general, (o 
^voted to the fordid purfuit jof interefl thsit I 
pvc them u^ : but I hope the love oi well-de«^ 
Itfved faa^ i$ ftill the ruling pailion in manjr 
H^ale breads ; and what a glory will, it be to- 
the^v ^^ wbeni the fire of genius was, by the 
f9trelefliiei9 and in(ea£blity of the men, juft 
l^pirlng, it was^ ceviv^ hy the &vaF of the 
vomenl 

SiNCf tofj country-women ^e fo fond o£ 
|p[Ut^ting ^ neighbouring nation, kt it not be 
^id they borrow nothing from them but their 
SeUimp A Ffepcb yix^m»si^ dLftinftion would 
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he more a&amed of wanting a tafte for t&e 
Belles LettreSy than of bdog ill drefTed ; and 
Jt is owing to the negleA of ^ibrnlng tbeir 
jnii^s^ that our travelling Englkh ladies are at 
Parb the obje6ls of unfpeakable contempt, and 
are honoccd with the appellation of handfome 
lavages. 

I AM too fincere a lover of s^y country to 
fuppofe we are all inferior to our enemies in . 
nnderftanding ; and was this laudable ambition 
fmce awaked amongft vs, am confident the 
females of England would foon outdrip the 
Frendi as much ia literary accomplifhmeats, at 
they do in beauty. 

I LEAVB it to the confideratioa of my fair 
readers, whether the protection of true ge* 
Bins of our own would not do thjcm more bpnor, 
than the iU-judjged pationage fome of them 
iaviih on Italian fingeri and <knccrs, for whicti^ 
we have been deforvedly laughed at [all over 
^arope, and which I am forry to fee likely t^ 
life mxich higho* than ever. Farinelli, it ig 
p[W, was paid extravagantly ; but he was paid 
£>r fin^g ; but we have now a female at thp- 
Opera, who, with a falary near double to what 
the beft theatrical performer ever had, dares to 
abCcnt, herfelf horn the ftage, whenever flie? 
cbuies to be out of bmaori. and. notwithftand* 
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rng this, is fure to be applauded wheneTer (he 
conddfcenids to honor us with her appearance^ 
I will fuppofe the ladies who proteft thefe peo- 
ple imagine they are encouraging arts ; and that 
it is only for want of having had their thoughts 
early turned to proper fubjefts, that they give 
their approbation to trifling accomplifhments, to 
the negleft <^ real merit. However this may 
be, I myfelf know many, who are as good 
judges of polite literature, at leaft as moft men ; 
and I advife all poets for the future to feek pa- 
tronefles inftead of patrons. After what I have 
feid I cannot finifti this paper with more pro^ 
priety, than by inferting an Ode which I re- 
ceived from a correfpondent, and which, I am 
told, is wrote by one^ of my own fex. The 
gentleman who fent it tells me, the author of 
it never yet appeared in print, and with great 
reluftance and fear confented to fuiFer this to 
be conveyed to me for that purpofe. Whether 
k ought to have been publiflied or not, the 
town muft determine ; for I ftiall never take 
upon me to give my opinion of any thing which 
may appear in this paper. 



Q r> E 
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ODE TO HEALTH. 

^Tiff E Lejhian lute no more can charm^ 
•* Nor my snce-paniing bofom warm ; 

No more I breathe tlie tender Jigh ; 
iVbr, IV hen my beauteous fwain af^pcars^ . 
With down-cafl looky andjlarting tears , 

Confefs the lufire of his eye. 

With freedom bleft, at early dawn 
I wander der the verdant lawny 

And hail the fweet returning faring i 
^e fragrant breeze^ the feathered choir. 
To raifemy vernal joys confpire. 

While peace and health their treafures bring ^ 

Comey lovely Health! divinejl maid! 
And lead me through the rural Jbade. 

To thee the rural fhades belong : 
*Tis thine to blefs the Jtmple fwain y 
Andy while he ities the tuneful fir ain^ 

To raife the raptur'd Poet's fong. 

Behold the patient village-hind! 
No cares diflurb his tranquil mind ; 

By theCy andfweet contejitment, blefl : 
All day he turns thefiuhhorn plainy 
And meets at eve his infant train, 

jmie guiltlefspkafure fills his breafl. 
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"0 ! ever gd9d and bounteous, f JiUl 
iy fountain frejby or murfh'ring rilf^ 

Let the thy blifsful preferice find ! 
Thee, Goddejs, thee rfiy fieps purfut^ 
When, carelefs of the morning deiu, 

J leave the kfs'tAng Tidies behind "Bi 

Numb. 4. Sat^hibaYj t)ecemler 6\ t7SS* 

Much iTndare when lOriting I wmld bribe 
The public voic-e^ 

INNtJMERABLfi ai-e the diMculties which 
authors have to ftru^le with at their firlt 
tippcarance in the world : the malice of enemiei 
fcarce hurts them more than the diflWencc of 
friends^ who feeling for them almo^ in the famdf 
degree they do for themfelves, have not courage 
to g^ve them the applaufe Which they may per* 
haps think they defervck 

Whatever may havfe been faid of the 
vanity and overbearing natufe of criticks, I am 
inclined to believe that authors fufFer more from 
the modefty than the conceit of their readers 5 
even thofe who think themfelve^- judges, are 
ofien cautious of giving their opinions, left they 

fhouli 
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ihould not colacide with tfie voice of the town^ 
not confidermgf that they themfdvcs make that 
7bwa which they are afraid of, and flart at 
their own (hadows ; (b that the reputation of a 
work is often fixed by meer accident : the firft 
*I»rfeny whether friend or enemy, who is hardy 
enough to applaud or condemn, determines the 
fate of ^idiew performance; and therefore I 
believe the advice given me in the following 
letter very falutary^ though it comes too late to 
be of fervice. 

MADAlyC, 

Being at prefent a little out of employment, 
I take the liberty to offer my fervice, and to 
^ beg the honor of being retained by you in the 
quality of Puffer : I fiippofe you know that 
the wits of the prefent age, from a very lauda- 
ble modefty, generally chufe to demur as to 
giving their judgment of any new performance, 
till they hear how it takes with the Public : to 
take advantage of this compliant humor, all 
people who k^ow the world are provided of 
one or more decent looking fellows, who ard 
to ftrike the firft ftrofce at coffee-houfes ; and 
who by varying their drefs, from a tye to a 
iob, and from that to a bag and fo on, can 
multiply themfdves into a dozen or two, and 

COII- 
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conftitute that formidable body, called the 
Town. I have myfelf inonc daybeenaphyfician 
at Child*s> a wit at George's and the Bedford, a 
fine gendeman at White's ; and a fmart, a prig, 
a ftockjobber, and fifty other things in the city. 
That you have neglefted this moft ufeful of all 
arts, I am convinced, by the manner in which 
your firfl number was received at two or three 
cofFee-Koufes that I went into immediately after 
the publication; your readers, finding no body 
there to give them their cue, and tell them 
whether the paper was good or not ; ftal^d at 
one another in profound filence, and dropped 
off without giving their opinions at all. Now 
thoiigh I acknowledge you have had pretty 
good fuccefs, confidering your daring attempt 
to ftand on your own legs, yet if you. will take 
me into pay, I will foon ihow you that you 
have been in an error. I was once employed 
by a divine to puff him into a fine preacher, 
and was fo fuccefsful, that though the duUeft 
of mortals, he has preached himfelf into a good 
benefice: more than one dramatic poet have I 
feved from damnation ; and a very great aftor, 
notwithftanding his acknowledged merit, owes 
more to me than he is willing to allow. In 
one word, madam, make it worth my while, * 

IwiU 
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1 wUI fiknce the voice of cenfure, and blow 
yoa up into fiune in an inftant^ 
Iam» Madam» 

T€Ur moft obedient fervarif^ 

S T E N T O R. 

Had my good friend Seentor made me this 
tsSSsx a month ago^ I might perhaps have con- 
fidered of it : but the. Die is thrown, and I 
muft take my fortune, whatever it may happen 
to be. However 1[ thank him, and am much 
his humble fervant. 

Thouoh I have, upon the whok, ik> reafon 
to be diflatisfied with the reception thcfe eflays 
have met with, yet faults have been found, and 
objeftions ftarted, which I would endeavour to 
obviate, were they not fo contradictory, that 
I find it impoffible to pleafe one, without dif- 
obliging another : one correfpondent blames 
me, that I have faid too little, another that I 
have£aid too much, of Queen Elizabeth^ in my 
laft paper : would my readers diveft themfelves 
©f their paffions and prejudices, they would be 
much better judges of what is offered to their 
obfervation; and I ftiould then have fome 
chance of being candidly received by them all : 
from thcfe gentlemen's different objeftions, I 
«m willing to fupp<^e I have faid jufi as much 
C as 
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as was proper of this glory of our fex> and of 
the Englifti nation : in anfwer to the firil I muft 
obferve, that I did not mean a panegyric on this 
immortal Queen, a tafk to which I am by no 
means equal, but took her in my way, as the 
mention of her had relation to the fubjeft of that 
paper : and I could wUh tlie fecond would con- 
fider, that though it is not ftriftly true that 
liberty was in its meridian in her days, yet it i$ 
fufficiently true for my purpofe : we judge of 
every thing by cdmparifon, and her reign tnaj 
be juftly filled the reign of liberty, if conlldercd 
in contradiftinftion to thofe which went before 
and which followed after ; this gentleman would 
do well to refleft that Horace talks of liberty in 
the reign of Jiigujlus . and if to obey from love* 
not fear, be freedom, the fubjefts of Queen 
Elizabeth were free, in the moft literal fenfe of 
the word. Her proteftion of arts and fciences 
is too notoiious to be difputed: Weftminfter 
fchool alone is a lafting memorial of her care of 
learning ; all the authors of that age have left 
their gratitude to her on record ; and Shakefpeaj* 
in particular frequently goes from his fubjcdl 
to complimept her. > 

To flK>w 1 have gone no farther than I am 
authorized by hiftory, 1 beg leave to quote two 
paHages from an author of undifputed meri^ 

and 

Digitized by Google 



f 



N^4. I' H E O L D M A I D. ty 

"and veracity, and who, though too candid to 
deny her the praife fhc deferved, cannot be 
fufpefted d( partiality to her, becaufe he is of 
that part of the Britifh nadon which was not 
under her government. 

" Her good fenfe led her to fee, by the 

^* errors of her father and filler, that fhc conld 

** expeft to reign with fecurity, Onfy by de- 

^* ferving and gaining the love of the nation : 

*** and that, in order thereto, (he muft profJofe 

*" to herfelf no other erid of mling, but the 

^* happinefs and honor of all her people. "ThTs 

^* fyftem of policy, fo fimple in itfelf, fo glortons 

** in its confequences, and yet by princes lb 

^* feldom purfued, Ihe adhered to fteaJIly, al- 

^* moft uniformly, through a long and tdum- 

" phant reign 5 for this very reafon triumphnnr. 

^ Her's too was the age of heroes both in 

*' arts and arms, great captains, able ftatcfmen, 

^* writers of the higheft order arofe, and under 

*' her influence flouriftied together." 

Malkl*s \\(z of Lord Bacnn. 

What am I to do in this dilemma ? ! Irm 

inyielfof no party; and would willingly avoid 

giving offence to any, but am afraid I fhaJl 

^nd that toodiificalt a talk for any mortal pea :^ 

C a ea 
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on the contrary, perhaps my moderaticm will 
make me enemies amongft the zealots on all 
£de8. All I can do, is to write from the dilates 
of my heart, and to the extent of my knowledge, 
and I ihall always think myfelf obliged to tho& 
who convince me with politenefs and good- 
nature that I have been wrong: I will never 
defend a miftake or abfurdity, becaufe it is 
mine; every human being is liable to error ; but 
that mind is indeed very contemptible, which 
refufes to liflen to the voice of conviAion, and 
fober reproof. 
I HAVE juft received the following letter. 

Madam, 

As I am a zealous admirer of the theatre, an^, 
think it, under proper rq[uIations^ more likely 
to mend the world than a thoufand moral 
treatifes, and am alfo of opinion it may be 
better governed by the laws of reafon than of 
force, I think a paper now and then on that 
fubjed would not be amifs, and might tend 
more to put things on a right footing, than 
either the fwofds of the beaux, or the clubs of 
the antigallicans. Your fecond number gave us 
reafon to expeft you would fometimes turn your 
thoughts that way, and I hope you will not 

forget 
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forgcuyour promife. I dare fay I need nor 
defire you to give no quarter to immorality. 
I am^ Ml DA My 

Tour humble firvant^ 

T. S. • 

1 AGREE with my conrefpondcnt as to the 
stility of the ftage, and befieve ^whatever may 
have been wrong in ,the management, is to be 
in great meafure charged upon the Town, 
which c^ten cood^nns and approves without 
Inowing why. As I think a good critic a 
firiend both to authors and aAors, I could wiOi 
a fockty of real judges were incorporated, hf 
vay of an academy,^ to take the theatres under 
their inTpe^ion t ttU that happens I have fome 
tliooghts of eftabli(hing a little couxt of female 
crtticifm, confiding of myfelf, and fix virgins 
of my own ajge, to take into confideration all 
ft^ ofl^nces agaitift feofe and decency. When 
tber our cenfures are given with judgment^ 
time and the voice of the public muft deter* 
laine ; but I promife they (hall be given with 
impartiality and candor: my readers will be 
pleafed to obferve, diat whatever is faid in this 
paper on theatrical af&irs, ^11 be the united 
opihioa ^ the whole fiftcrhood. 
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P, S. My correfpondentat Newcaftle moft 
allow me to confider, before I infert the petition 
from the Old Maids of that place ; for whatevef 
liberties I take with the virgin ftate myfelf, I am 
not certmn I fhall fufTer any body elfe to do fo 
iQ this paper. B. 

Numb. ^, Saturday, December 13, 1755* 

Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her feat 
Sighing f through all her ivorks gavtjigns cf'moe^' 

MxLToy* 

-*^ Thejirjl ahnighty caufe • 

J^s^ not by partial, but by general laws. 

To Mrs. Singleton. 

Madam, 

IT furprizes me that none of theeflay-writcrg 
have yet token notice of the earthquake at 
Lifbon. An Old Maid upon this fubjeft will, 
I am apt to believe, be very acceptable to many 
of your readers, and to no one more than to. 
Madam, 

Tour very humble fervanf, 
W.T. 
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I AM much obliged to my correfpondent for 
this hint, and (hould fooner have ventured to 
give my thoughts on this terrible cataftrophe, 
had 1 not imagined it would have been difcuffed 
by others, with whom it does not become me, 
who am a young author, though an old woman, 
to enter the Fills : however, as it has been 
overlooked hitherto, I think I may, without 
being accufed of vanity, throw together a few 
loofe thoughts, as they occur to me, on tliis 
melancholy occafion. 

There is yet another confideration which 
has prevented my attempting the fubjeft, which 
is, that my fentiments upon it are very difFerent 
from the popular drain : and I can by no means 
agree with many of thofe, perhaps fome of 
them pious, but at the bcft I think ill-judging, 
people, who from the' pulpit, or the news- 
papers, have already given their opinions, on 
this unhappy affair, to the public. 

There is, at lead it appears fo to me, a 
great degree of cruelty in adding to the miferies 
df ihefc diflreft fuiFerers, by afligning with fuch 
arrogancy and rancour, as I find too much the 
prevailing praifticc, the fatal overthrow of this 
late flouriftiing caphal to the avenging hand of 
God, for the accumulated crimes of its inhabi- 
laats* Who are we, that we thus dare to 
C 4 point 
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point the thunder of the Almighty, and de- 
termine the connfels of his unfearchable proo 
'vidence ? Does not the Author of our relig^oa 
himfelf reprove the Jews for their prefumptioa 
in fappofing tJiat thofe, whofe blood Pilate 
mingled with their facrifices, and on whom 
the tower of Siloam fell, were mwe wicked 
than the reft of the people i Do we not every 
day fee the worft of mankind flouriihing in eafc 
aad affluence, afflmence acquired by every fpe* 
cies of villainy; and the virtuous pining ia 
|)overty and diftrefs, knguiihing under the 
torments of difcafe, and fubjeft to every evil 
tp which human nature is liable i 

Think we, like fome weak prince, th* Eternal 

Caxife, 
Prone fpr his favorites to reverfe bis lawsf 
ShaU burning Mtna, ^ajage requijres. 
Forget to thunder, and recall her fires f 
, On air andfea new motions be impreft, 
ulamelefs Bethel ! t$ relieve thy breaft ? 
When the lo9fe mountain trembles from on high^ 
Shall gravitation ceafe as you go by ? 
Orjbme old temple, nodding to its fall. 
For Chartres' headreferve the hanging wall? 

foft, Ethic Epmicfb 
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There is no truth more evident to an uo' 
prejadiced-obfenrer, tban tbat good and evil are 
htrt difpenfed 'with an undUHngnidiiog hand 
to the juft and the unjoft ; and that this world 
'n not the place where virme is to meet its re-* 
ward, and vice its pnoiihment. 

That the inhuman fupcrfHtion of the Por- 
taguefe, and other nations of the fame perfua^ 
fion, is difpleafing to the God of mercy, every 
one who has juft notions ( f the Deity muft be 
convinced : but I am afraid the fame viodi^Hve 
fpirit and religious pride, of which dier^A/infpi- 
latioa of our new enthufiaftic preachers and their 
misguided followers appears to- be altogether 
eompofed, and which difpofes them fo readily 
le pronounce this dreadful calamity a fpectai 
judgment from the Supreme Being, would make 
them, if they had the feme power, little lefs 
fittiguinory than the favage tribunals of the in- 
quifitibn. Is it to be fuppofed that, thefe mcn^ 
who boafV of bring the chofen favorites of 
Heaven, and devote all mankind, but thein 
followers, to eternal torments, would make 
any fcruple to deflroy thofe whom they fo ma- 
gifterially, and with an air of more than papal 
infallibility, pronounce to be tlie enemies of 
He.;vcn ? 



As 
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As it is impoffible for us to fathom the <kp.ths 
of ..providence, it becomes us to fubmit ia 
ftlence, without adding to the weight of 
"wretchedoefs by our uncharitable and pre- 
fumptupus condemnation of thde unhappy 
creatures, whofe hearts as we cannot fee, ir is 
impoffible for us to judge of. If w^ will fet 
up for reformers, let us begin at home ; and 
when we are ourfelves without fault, we ftiall 
have a better right, though, I am inclined to 
believe, lefs will, to cenfure others. I would 
not be underftood to affcrt pofitively, that 
thefe dreadful national calamities are not ofteo 
the fcourges of diTine Providence for the of- 
fences erf" a finful people ; but that it does not 
become us, blind as we are to its defjgns, to 
determine upon particular fafts, and, as if we 
%vere admitted into the counfels of the Moft 
High, to pretend to fay why he has fufFered 
thefe unhappy people to be deftroyed. 

Our Government feems to have afted upon 
other principles, and the humanity of its pro- 
ceedings in this cafe can never be too much 
applauded ; but as greater numbers m'uft be 
reduced to the very laft horrors of want, than 
it is impoffible for the fum already granted to 
relieve, it is to be wifhed fome fubfcription 
might be fet on foot for private donations on 

this 
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this (hocking occafion. Generofi^ has always 
been the charafleriftic virtue of this nation, and 
as our connexion with this unhappy people 
IS greater than that of any other country, they 
have a right to expeft their principal relief from 
us. I cannot imagine any, who have the power, 
will refufe to contribute to lighten the fufFer- 
mgs of thefe real objefts of compaifion, whofe 
condition, from the accounts we have received^ 
h more dreadful than imagination can paint. 

If wc could convince them of the fuperior 
purity of our faith, let it not be by ill-timed 
and unchriftian reproaches, which can only 
ferve to embitter them ftill more againft our re- 
ligion; but by afts of charity and humanity 
worthy our profellion as Chriftians, and the 
tmiverfal benevolence of our principles as prpr 
teftants. 

Whether a public faft may not at this 
time be proper, I leave to the heads of our 
eftabliflied church, '^vho are the bed qualified 
judges, to determine : but this 1 will veuture 
to advance, that, however right thefe ftated 
forms may be, it is not by ftarts of. traniltory 
zeal and devotion, but by a fteady uniform 
courfe of piety and virtue, we are to hope foe* 
the favor of the Supreme Being, 

C 6 ThB 
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The opw lights of the church, as they ar«L 

pleafed tQ ftyk themfdvcs, who reprcfent th^ 

Mod High as delighting ia the mlferies oC 

bis creatures, and brand as crimes the moft 

innocent pleafures pf life, have takjni advantage^ . 

of the depreffion of fpirits, natural oo fuch an. 

o::cafion, to renew their attacks upon thofc. 

diveriions which are in their own nature lawful^, 

a(id which can, or at kaft ought, only to ofiend 

by their abufe : that the ftage is of this kind^^ 

no. cool unprejudiced perfon will deny;, and it 

1? capable of b^ing made a very forcible an<l 

ef{cftual fchool of virtue ; and yet thefe de- 

daimers, who would make thdr Qwn blind 

ze^l the ruk of aftion to the i^ft<of mankind^ 

have propofed fhu|ting up the. theatres, and 

think reducing to diilrds the many hundreds of 

poor people who in ditkrent branches of bufi? 

nefs, for I do not here {peak of the managers 

and prmcip^ pcrforniers, depend u^ them for 

riielr daily bread, an aA of piety and religion : 

if the enf^t^inpifmts of the ftage ^rp indeed 

ofifenfive to virtue they ought not to befufiered 

at all ; and if not, I cannot fee any reafon for 

fofpending them now : nay, perhaps, confidering 

At natural melancholy tprn of the people of 

this Ifland, an amufement which may a littl^ 

«]^ of tbcir thoughts from too ftri^ an at- 

tentioo, 
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te&don to obje^ of terroc, may be pardcu- 
lady proper at this time. 

The mind of man is fo conffitated, as to be 
iacapaUe of retaining its force ko^, without ibme 
kind of relaxation ; » conftant fucceffioaof the 
fiune ideasy efpectaUy if they be of an napkafing 
ciaSi, frequently tenninates in madneis : therefore 
all wife law^vers have found fome kind of public 
diyerfion indifpenfibly neceflary : and I bdieye, 
if the mifguided fc^wers of thefe falfe pre- 
tenders to fuperior £mdity, and extraordinary 
communications from HeaYcn» had>. at proper 
jbafbns, partook of thefe, and other hmocent 
pleafures <^ life, bedlam, had wanted a very 
confiderable part of its inhabitants. It is in- 
deed melanchdiy to reflet on the multitudes of 
poor wretches, whofe reafim has been lacrificed 
to the unchriftian and merdlefs tenets of thefe 
teachers ; whofe own gloominefs of mind, and 
want of focial affedlions, have made them re- 
prefent the benevolent Creator of all things as 
a Being not to be thought of without horrcM: :. 
thm doftrines are in all refpeAs fo different 
from the mild and merciful fpiritof the Gofpel, 
that I think we need look no fririher for one 
great caufe of the growth of infidelity; but sS* 
cribe it to the terrifying and unamiable i^^hires 
^k erroneous guides (who have therimpiet^ 
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pretend to a partkukr divine infpiration) have 
drawn of that benignant power whofe delight 
is in mercy ; and of that religion, which one 
may peculiarly apply what is fatd in the fa- 
cred writings of virtue and piety in general 
Qnder the charafter of wifdoni, " Her ways 
** are ways of pleaf^tnefs^ and all her paths are 
« peace." 

B. 



^S5ili«ili?J8HI^«fet*^^^ 



NuM5. 6. Saturday, December 20, 1755. 

Ble/s me! a Pacquet, ** Tis ajlranger fuei 

" A Virgin:' 

Pope. 



But Jince the world with writing is poffeji 
f II /cribble too in/jf>ite, and do my bsji 
Te make as much wajle paper as the rejl, 

Juvenal, 



■} 



Camiridgey Dec, 15, 1755. 
Madam, 

IA M an ofd Fellow of a College^ who have 
long had an inclination to read fome of my 
own produftions In print ; to which purppfe I 
have made feveral attempts 'm almoft every pe- 
'' ' riodical 
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riodkal ^vork, which has appeared hi Great 
Britain for thefc twenty years. I have wrote 
to the authors of the Ce7ttleman*s, Ac London^ 
and the Univcr/al Magazines ; I have applied 
to Mother Midnight and Dr. Hill\ nay I have 
deicended fo low as to fend an JEnigma to the 
compiler of the La£es Diary, and a Mathema* 
tical Problem to Mr. Benjamin Martin; bnt 
have always had the mordfication to fee no other 
notice taken of my performances, than a cool 
jidvtrtijement at the bottom of fome crouded 
page, in the foUowmg^ or fuch like forms. 

*' N. B. We are oWiged to A. B. for his DiJ^ 
" fertation^ (or his Letter ; or his eSrr. dr.) 
*' but as we have already fpoken to that 
•* fubjea (See Vol. XXXIX.) or, as C. D. 
** feems to us more /cienti/ical, and not in- 
** termixed with perfonal reflexions , we hope 
" that A. B. will not take it ill> if we cannot 
'< infert it." 

Such has been the reception, that I have 
conftantly irfet with, from thefe and many other 
^vriters of the fame clafs.. You will not wonder 
therefore, when I acquaint you, that I have 
never obtruded any of my impertinences upon the 
polite Mr. Adam Fia-Adam, or the ingenUmt 

Mr. 
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Mr. Town *^ my appetite to the tide (^ an au^ 
tfaor being fome^vfaat abated by the above 
mentioned difficidiies^nd difcouragements ; and 
I am moreover veiy well convinced, that, from 
my reclu/e manner of life, I (honld make bnt 
,an aukwardjigure in the WO RLDj and bdng 
a mortsl enemy to the modem Kertu, it woald 
be ridiculoofly abfurd in me to afihme the 
charafter <rf a CONNOISSEUR: 

Upon the firft notice of your prefent under* 
taking (for you muft know, madam, that I 
attend conftantly after dinner at the cofFee-houfey 
to wait the arrival of the poft, and am albwed 
to read the papers with a good deal of accuracy^ 
I was a£Fe6ted in a very unufual maniKr : I im*-- 
mcdiately perceived a g^t yi/Zfe^ in myfelf, 
though I had eaten> nothing but my bare com" 
mens ; and as if I- had been under the influence 
of the Sybil herfelf, I got up^ and with a loud 
voice pronounced. 

Jam redit et Virgo redeunt Saturnia regna. 
The Virgin now and Saturn's Reign return. 

T»APF, 

It happened kickily enough fop. me,, that the 

circle of the fir& was entirely fiUed up, witk 

Fellows of our own College, who were all fa 

iatent, fome on papers, fome oo pamphlet^ 

3 that 
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that I returned to my chambers unobferved aod 
unheard by any body. 

It was this accident, if I may call it an ac- 
cident, which has occafioned the renewal of aa 
attempt, which has fo often proved unfaccefsfuL 
I cannot help thinking myfclf, as it were or^ 
dained to it, by the impulfe of my good Genius ;. 
and upon a calm view as well of your fituatioa 
as my own, there fcems to be fomething ex-. 
tremely appofite and proper in a correfpondencc 
to be fettled between us. 

For, as I faid before, I am an old Fellow of 
a College; or in other words, an Old Maid of 
the mnftuline gender ; from whence I think it 
leafonable to conclude, that there muil be a 
ccridiajimiliirity of temper aod of manners be- 
tween us i there being no- charafter fo generally 
thefame^ and concerning which the opinions of 
mankind do fo perfeftly agree, as that of aa. 
(Ud Maid, be the gender what it will. 

To prevent any umbrage which you may 
take on this occafion, I beg leave to afTurc 
pu, Madam, that although I have afTumed 
your tide, I am not endeavouring to. put myfelf 
upon an equality with you ; I am very fenfiblc 
that, notwithftanding we are both Old Maids, 
yet the difference of fex conftitutes a difference 
in d^rec I for whaeas yours is an ahfolute 

charaRet 
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eharaEier incapable of any addition oft advance-- 
mentf mine implies a degree erf" fuba-dination ^ 
not but that I have reafoa to. think, that by my 
intereft with the younger part of the Univerfity, 
I fhall foon be put nearer upon a level with you ^ 
for I find many of them very well difpofed to 
raife me to the dignity of an Old Woman, and 
to rej^e6i me accordingly. 

'Tis to np purpofe to diflcmble that there are 
many Perfons in the Univerfity, who might be 
worthier (?^yV(f?i of your notice than myfelf ; but 
I reft my hopes of fuccefs upon the ftrength of 
the old Adage, " firft come, firft ferve.'* Which, 
if I remember right, Enrfmus fays, took its 
rife from that obliging wii/ingne/s, with which 
Ladies of your dijiin^lion have always been ob- . 
ferved to ^dmit the addrefles of tiifofe, who 
have the appearance of any thing Tfiafculint 
about them. 

The world is moreover very attentive to 
any the moft trifling occurrence which hap- 
pens in the Univerfities ; and as we Old Maids 
nfually turn the beft fide of every thing towards 
ourfelves, i. e* the vjorjl fide out'wardr^ I make 
no doubt, but that an article of intelligence 
now and then from this place will be gladly 
received by the public. 

It 
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If this propoial (hould meet with your ap- 
probation you may depend upon hearing agaia 
from. Madam, 

T$urs, be. 

VIRGINIUS. 

I THINK myfclf not a little honored by this 
early addrefe from one of the feats of the mufes ; 
it feems to bode fuccefs to my undertaking ; 
and (to drefs the fuperftition of an Old Maid 
in the language of her betters, the ancients) I 
accept the omen. 

That my good friend, Virglnius, has met 
with fo many repulfes from the various vehicles 
erf" literature he has applied to, I cannot allow 
to be at all o-^vag to his ill.fortune, but to my 
good genius, which referved his produftions 
for this paper; and I hereby thank him, and 
beg we may be better acquainted. I fliali ex- 
pert to hear from him again, with all the im- 
patience dF a virgin of fifty, who muft not hope 
for civilities every day : however, to convince 
him I have more than 00& firing to my bow, I 
b^ leave to introduce the fojbwiog epifUe* 

Madam, 
I AM a jovial old Bacchanalian Bachelor^ 
^ bavipgjtteea an author myfclf, b^ leave to 

give 
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give you a piece of advice. If you have a mind 
to write any thing worth reading, take your 
bottle. I enclofe you a fong of my own com- 
pofition, infpired by agalbn ofclaret. 

Talk not of Pieria^s mountain^ 
Phoebus y or the tuneful nine i^ 

Hang the Heliconian foufitain, 
Gifve me rivers running wine. 

Fill the bowh 0, JiH it higher, . 

And the npbleji vejfcl pierce ; 
Bacchus only can inj^ire^ 

Bacchus is the Godofverfe. 

Insert this and you Ihall be the toaft of the 
boncfteft fct of topers in England. 
I am, Mad AM» 

Tour very humble fervant^. 
TOM. BUMPER. 

It is impoffible for one whofc days of b«ng 
toaftcd have been fo fong over, to refift tte 
bribe this gentleman offia^ : but I am ftfraid I 
fliall iofe his good opinion, and that he will 
fcarce keep his promife when he is told I am a 
water drinker. 

P. S. I tm obBged to C. D. for his very 
finiible letter, which ftiall ver; foon make it$ 

tp- 
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appearance in this paper ; but, as he informs me 
he is married^ he cannot be furprized at my 
^ving the preference to a couple of Bachelors. 
ildaicoLA's faror came too late, but (hall 
be inierted as fix>n as poffiUe, Mrs. Singleton 
. being herfelf a very zealous admhrer of the lady 
vrhofe praifes Ruricola celebrated. B« 

Numb. 7. Saturday, December 27, 1755. 

Mart is tut many inctmftant JHU and various, 
Tbere*s no to-morrow in him like to-day » 
Perhaps the atoms rolling in his brain 
Make him think honeftly thispreftnt hour : 
The next, afmarm rfbafi ungrateful thoughts 
May mount aleft. 

Dryden** Ckomeoet* 

MT niece, Julia, has not only Sentiments 
of her own, with regard to marriage, 
very different from the generality of the world, 
and fuch as I think a little imprudent ; but is 
encouraged in this way of thinking by a friend 
ihe is extremely fond of; a very good g^rl, 
about her own age ; one I approve upon the 
whcde, but, from pafling the greateft part of 
her time in the country, inclined to be roman- 
tic; 
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tic; a circumftance I am by no means pleafed 
with : indeed, though I am an enemy to what 
Is called a town education, yet I think young 
women, whofe drcumftances will admit of now 
and then a vifit to London, may be too much 
confined to the country : living there, in iimpli'* 
city, and a degree of igniMaiice, unacquainted 
With life, and [the dangers to which our fex are 
€xpofed, they fancy the World like the (hades of 
Arcadia ; and too often fall f facrifice to thd 
firft military fwain who happens to be quartered 
in the nfeareft ifiarket town : if they have for- 
tunes, they are run away Within an honeftway $ 
and if not, the Lord have mercy upon them. 

Julia and this young lady maintain a corre- 
fpondence, the fubjeft of which 1 ftiould be a 
ftranger to, did not my niece fometimes give 
me a little vduntary information ; for I am fo 
far from defiring to fee their letters, that I have 
abfolutely prohibited Julia's ftiewing'them to 
me, left it ihould be a reftraint upon their pens. 
I am well convinced every ingenuous mind is to 
be won by confidence, and am apt to believe 
the contrary conduft in parents has been tlie 
ruin of half the tmhappy women in England t 
were children ufed like reafonable creatures and 
friends, I cannot but fhink it would have a 

much 
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much better effeA than the dUlance and fear in 
which they are too often educated. 

I HAVE faid my niece has fentiments with re* 
gard to marriage which I think imprudent; by 
this I mean omly^ that her fortune not being fuf* 
fident to fupport her with a family, in the man- 
ner fhe has been ufed to, if (he confulted har own 
happinefs properly, (he would not fix her choice 
for that ftate, but on one who has not only 
fuch merit as may fecure her afieflion to him, 
but fuch an eftate too, as may continue her cir- 
cumflances m a family connexion, at leaft is 
eafy as they are at prcfent : as to any other in- 
difcretipn, I have not the remoteft fear of her> 
imd my treatment has fo much engaged her con- 
fidencte, that I believe (he has fcarce a thought, 
that (he defires I (hould be a ftranger to. Her 
friend, Rofara, is very unfortunate in this re- 
fpeft^ her modier, a widow of a decent, byt 
not affluent fortune, though (he is what is ger 
nerally called a good fort of woman, is fevere 
tea degree of cruelty ; and though (he loves her 
daughter, has brought her up in fuch a painfuj 
awe of her,, that (he can fcarce ever approach 
her without toror ;- not that of offending a 
friend, at once honoured and loved, like what 
my niece feels for me, but the dread which a 
icbolar has pf an ill-natured tyrannical mafter. 

Julia 
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Julia tells me ihe is in love with a gentfemaa 

the ncighbourheod, ctf much fuperior def- 

It, and hdr to a very fpkndid fortune, who 
is more than equally enamored of her, anS 
means to marry her when his father dies ; but 
as her mother's fevcrity is fuch that it is im» 
poffible to communicate the afiair to her without 
the hazard of very fatal confequences to Rofara, 
(he IS obliged to give him meetings that mak^ 
me tremble* for her ; I wifli the afSir may end 
well, but I very much di&pprove it 5 and will 
try if I can get her to my houfc ifl town, that I 
may have an opporiunity of giving her a little 
advice, however difficult it may be to do it to 
any good efieft, on fo interefting a point, fmcc 
the perfoa who has a better right to admonilh 
her, cannot be made acquainted with it. 

To prevent every improper ftep in my niece's 
conduft, though I am not pleafed with the ad- 
dreflesof her favored lovar, Mr. Bell^Ue, yet 
my houfe is always open to him ; the confe- 
quence of which is, that I am convinced ihe 
never faw him out of it, except in public. 

Our fex, in the affair of love, the moft im- 
portant of female life, and on which our whole 
bappinefs in a great meafure depends, is by no 
means upon an equal footing with the other t 
therefore it is both impolitic, and inhuman, ia 

parents 
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parents and relations, to give the men ft ill 
greater advantages, by, an ill-judged feverity. 
No man of honor wiU defire to fee the womaa 7^ 
he loves any whera^ but in the proteftion of her ^ 
friends, if he has accefs to her there ; and re* 
ftraint in this cafe can anfwer no end, but thi'ow- 
ing her more into the power of the man, than 
prudence and difcretion will allow. 

This poor girl's fituation appears to me ex- 
tremely dangerous : iier lover's great fupericMity 
of birth and fortune, is a circumftance that 
gives me the moft painful apprehenfions for ^ 
her; and though he may mean very well at 
prefent, yet between this time, and an event 
perhaps very remote, what change may iiappen 
in his fentiments, no body, not even himfeJf, 
canforefee. 

Sylvia and Amoret ^ere two fiAers, of 
great beauty and accompliftimcnts, but fmall 
fortunes ; they were left very young to the 
care of an aunt, who having herfelf been very 
ill treated by a guardian, and confiding in their 
difcrition, by her will left them their o vn 
miftxeflcs- at eighteen. They were foon af er air 
dreffed, for maniage, by two gentlemen of 
great expeftations, but whofe fathers were 
alive, whom I fliail caH Philander and Biron. 

D Phi- 
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Phi lander's father dkd in a ftiort timt 
after thefe attachmeiies began : he inunodiatelj 
aurried Sylvia, and they were for a few months 
as happy as fmcere mutual love covM make 
them; but too tooa the native inconftanqr of 
his fist prevailed, and the wretched Sylvk ex- 
perienced all the anguifli and unutla:able pangs 
of iHghted tenderneis ; which were made doubly 
poignant by a fenfe of obligation, which nothing, 
but the utmoft delicacy of afFeftion, in the 
perfon who confers it, can make fupportable taa 
generous mind. One a£&ir of gallantry after 
anotlier engaged him; and he regarded the 
once loved Sylvia, 'only as a reftraint upon his 
pleafures, and an incumbrance on his fortune : 
he was gay and entertainiiig abroad; but at 
home, fJent, referved, and fometimes even 
churlifc. 

Amoret was one day lamenting the unhap* 
pinefs of her fitter to Biron, whofc paflion hf 
length of time had loft its fervor^ and whofc 
mind, by a greater acqnaintaoce with the cor* 
rupted part of his own fcx, was much lefe de- 
licate and fincere than when theb iatknacy com- 
menced ; after cxpreffing the higbeft compaffion 
for her fiftcr, he told her, he was afraid the 
fault lay rather in the ftate than, in Philandsr ; 
that noble fouls were impatient of reftraint, and 
3 a great 
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a great deal of common-place to the fame pur- 
pofe; and dropt a hiat that he knew but one 
faaificc, by which a woman of inferior condi- 
tion, could convince her lover, beyond the pof- 
fibility of doubt, that her afFcdion Was difinter- 
efted ; atld infinualed that he could not anfwer 
for his own behacviour In marriage, to one who 
ih(rald reftife him foch a proof of regard. 

Amoret, who had never before entertained 
the moft diftant fufpicion of her lover's honor, 
was flung to the foul ; flie upbraided him in 
tbe fevereft terms that injured love could diftatcv 
<md forbad him ever to approach her again : af- 
ter fome faint endeavours to juftify himfelf, he 
left her, glad of any excufe to break off a con- 
nexion, which, as his tender nefs Was worn out, 
ke began to think an imprudent one* She ftill 
loved, though (he defpifed, him : (he had not- 
withftanding refolution enough to retire to a re* 
mote part of England, where ftite expefted to be 
fafe from his purfuit; a precaution however 
which was altogether needlefs, for he fo faith- 
fully obeyed her laft command, that he never 
gave himfelf the trouble to enquire to wh:\t 
place fhe had retired, or in what fituation of 
Kfe flic was. Her narrow fortune, as he well 
knew,- -^as near exhaufted, to which he h^d 
not a litde contributed, by defirmg lier to ap- 
D a fear. 
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pear, in a manner becoming one, who would 
foon be his wife. 

Soon after this misfortune of her filler's, 
Sylvia died of a broken 'heart ;, and Amoret i$ 
now in the laft ftage of a confumption, in which 
(he would want common neceflTaries, but for 
the gratitude of xm old fervaot of her mother's, 
who is the widow of a farmer in the country. 

From this ftory, to which I could, if necef- 
fary, add more to the fame purpofe in my, own 
knowledge, I would advife my female readers, 
who may be lefs obliged to fortune than to 
nature, rather to endeavour the making themt 
felves acceptable to men of worth in their OWQ 
^•ank of life, than to Liy fnaies for men of fupc- 
rior condition, who from thence are fo apt tp 
fufpeft them of being governed by views merely 
mercenary, that they think every art juflifiable 
on their fide ; and, if they betray them to want 
and infamy, will only fuppofe they have been 
playing upon the fquare. 

Let them confider, that though they may 
preferve their innocence through a connexion of 
this kind, yet if it breaks off, from whatever 
caufe, lofs of reputation is the inevitable confe- 
qiience : and, even if they fucceed, they arc 
probably as far frona happinels as ever,, and, 

infiead 
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iftftead of an eteinity of love, may find in a 
little time, difquiet, contempt, and reproaches^ 

Marriage, where the difprbportion of rank 
and fortune is very great, efpecialLy if the diiad- 
vantage is on the woman's fide, feldom turns 
out happy. There is fo much delicacy required 
on the obliging fide^ to lelTen the pa4a of re- 
ceiving a benefit, and fo much circumfpc^flion 
on the part of the obliged, to prevent fufpiciort 
of interelledncfs, that.it is next fo impofTible 
that their lives can be paffed agreeably. Equa- 
lity is'' heceflary to friendfhip ; and without 
friendfliip marriage. mufl: be at rfie befl infipid, 
but oftener a ftate of perfeft mifejy. 

How great then is the hazard, and how in- 
adequate the reward hoped for, to tloe many 
cares and anxieties attending fuch a ftate of un- 
certainty as Rofara's ! If her heart attains its 
utmoft wiflies, fhe has little reafon to expeft 
happinefs : but there is much greater caufe to 
fear that fhe, like ihoufands of her fex, may fhip- 
wreck her peace and reputation, if not her vir- 
tue, on this rock, fb fatal to female honor. 

P. S. The letters from Oxford and Green- 
wich were received, and Amyntor's, and fhall ia 
due time be properly acknowledged. B. 

D 3 NiTMff- 
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O^^^ •^<M$» ^gixO* '0'^®*' ^'0^<&'*^'0'<5^'0'0:^S*"0^ 

Numb. 8. Satijb.day, January 3:, 175(5-. 

T'/E'^ generous critic fanri'd the poet*sj!rey 
And taught the world with reafon to admirn^ 
Then criticifin the mu/e*s handTnaid prov*d, 
To drefs her charms, and make her more beloved", 

IN Mr. Pitt's very cftimable tranflation oif the 
j^eid, a critical obfervatioa upon a paflage 
in the fixth book is cxtrafted from one rf the 
moft judicious writers of our times, the Ram^ 
bier. The lucubrations of this admirable ge- 
nius, whom however far I fall (hort of, I will 
upon this occafion venture to call my predecef- 
ftr, have conftantly been perufed, and, I may 
fey ftudied by pie, with very great delight: 
§0 much fenfe, judgment, and morality, flow 
throughout thofe papers, that I look upoix 
them as a model of writing, which docs honor 
to out nation, and which muft be ajways ac-. 
ceptable to the virtuous and the wife. As I prQ* 
tend not to rank myfelf with the latter, I hope 
the former will give me flielter on account of my 
fex, and becaufe I publicly, but humbly en- 
deavour to be ferviqeable, to the age in which I 
live, 

A$ 
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As there are comments upon that immortal 
poem, as well as tranflations of it, in more than 
one language that I undediland, I have ^'ery 
attentively confidered fuch as have come to my 
hands, recommended for an excellence by thofe 
who are learned in the original : upon this 
foundation I flxaB o^r a conjefture of mine 
Bpon the fiknce erf Dido at the fight of ^Hea^ 
in the Elyfian fields, and (hall venture to affigii 
for it a very &(kttnt reafon from any that I 
have yet met with, ftiLi*4itting my conjeftures 
to the judgment of my readers. 

I AORKR entirely ^vith all the commeiitntors 
that have follen ^vithin my obferration, who 
have celebrated the beauty of Jjax's filence 
In the liiirteenth book of the Odyfley; knJ 
will fuppofe with them that FirgU copied the 
filence of Di^, from his great mafter thc^ 
Maonian Bard. The irlence of the fon of 7V//z- 
mon was undoubtedly founded in pride, anJ 
proceeded from a confcioufnefs of his own de- 
fefts in the art of eloquence, and therefore I 
join vnxh: the Rambler ia thinking that the 
follen taciturnity of AjaXy had a much more 
contemptuous and piercing effeft, " than any 
" words which fo rude an orator could have 
" found." But the filence of Sido appears to- 
ne to have arifen from another caufe*. A caufe 
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extremely natural, and particularly beautiful ia 
the manner that VirgU^ with his ufual diftaot 
^id infionative delicacy, has introduced it. 

I MAXE no difficulty to pronounce that her 
Clenoe proceeded from (hame: not from the 
(hame of feeing MneaSy the fight of whom 
muft have rouzed her, as the Rambler juftly 
obferves,. into clamour, reproach, and denun- 
ciation, but from the fight and.prefencc of the 
moft virtuous of all women the Cumaan Sybil. 
Snch an uncxpefted gueft, ftifled at once every 
fentiment of fury, and choaked every intended 
purport of rancour and revenge in the Cartha- 
ginian queen. 1 am now to endeavour to prove 
my aflertion.. 

The menaces of Dido were not only that 
her vengeance, but that her ghoft, (hould follow 
Mncas wherever he went : as evidently appears 
from what (he fays tahim in their la£t inter vie \v 
at Carthage. 

JVken deaths cold hand my Jlrugglmg foul JJjalt 
free, 

My ghoft in every place fhall wait on thee, 

Pitt. 

The immutable laws of Pluto's kingdom 
hindered her from fulfilling her intentions. Her 
ghoft was not permitted to follow the Trojan Hero 

in^ 
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into the higher regions, but her ghoft was not 
prohibited to fpeak to him, or to anfw^ him, 
when flie faw him in the regions of the dead. 
What motive therefore hindered her from vent- 
ing her paffion and giving a loofe to the diftates 
of refentment, fury, and all the violence which 
we women, when injured by our own mifcon- 
duft, generally exert too late ? What, but the 
reproaching fight of the Cunuean Sybil. Her 
confcience flruck her, by feeing a chafte and 
moft exemplary virgin, who had withftood the 
offers of a god. Frailty dare not look up at vir- 
tue : accordingly we fmi Virgil has painted the 
queen of Carthage as looking, down upon the 
ground'. 

Ilia fob JixoSy oculos aver/a tenebat, 

I give this line in^the original language to 
oblige my learned readers, by the advice of a 
friend, to whom I' communicated my thoughts 
upon this fubjeft, and by whom, lam told, the 
literal tranflation is, " She imwilling to look t//, 
'* kept her eyes fixed upon the ground*'* The 
Tranflators I ha^e feen, mifled by imagining 
Virgil fo exaft a copier of Hcmer that he makes 
Dido as proud and fullen as Jjax, have con- 
flantly given the turn of haughtinefs and con-- 
tempt" to the whole behaviour of tlie Tyrian 
D 5 queen. 
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queen. la this they are in all prol^bility 
miflaken ; the paflag€ is a delicate- and tacit im- " 
plication of confcious guilt; which, upon all 
occafions, is obferved to be remarkably appa- 
rent by downfall eyes, and by the filence of a 
diftrafted and uneafy mind, whofe horrible 
fenfations di*ead to give themfelves utterance. 

The modern Annotators have run into the 
fame error ; and Doftor Trapp, in pdintmg out 
the feveral imitatiops of Hpmer throughout the. 
fixtli ^neid, particularly mentions the fulleri 
filence of Jjax transferred to that of Dido. 
Give me leave to differ from him^ and to ob- 
ferve that the chief beauty confifts, in turning. 
the proud and fuUen fJence of Jjdx^ into the 
confufion and fpeechlefs horror of Dido. Guilt 
fiopt her tongue. She flood felf-condemned 
before the chafte prie{l:ef$ of ApoUo. She was 
convinced that no fiibterfuges, no pretences of 
marriage (arts which fhe had praftifed in her 
life time) could be prevalent, or could deceive 
the Cumssan prophetefs. 

M^hk% fupplicates, and with great eloquence 
ftddrefles the unhappy queen ; who, incapable 
of hearing one' word he fays> becomes for 
fpme time motionlefs and inanimate ; not from ' 
>age, that mufl have had another efFeft ; but 
feom th^ miforythe feds in being in the front 

and; 
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and perfboal view of a woman, whofe condndl 
was a conftaot reproach to firaiity, and therefore 
to me FlrgU fcems eridently to imply that Duio's 
guiltinefs had in a manner tnmed her into ftone». 
and readered her as deaf as flint or marble. 
DoAor Tramp's traoflatioa takes in the whole 
paOage fofficiendy to kt die EngUih reader fee 
the foundation upon which I hare chofen ta 
boild this new ftiperflni^re> 

With tear^ and bhn(UJbmmtSt JEneas footh'd '^ 
She bends her eyes ixv^fo ufion the ground, 
jind by Imfpeeth begurif is tmv'd no more 
Than a hardfiwt^ or fix' d Marpafian^ rock. 

But I have ftill a farther difcovery to pro* 
pofe,- which, I believe, has hitherto cfcaped all 
the anaotators. Flight was the immediate re- 
fource oi Didor ^ foon as flie recovered herfelf 
from the iumaltuous impulfe of fhame and: 
iurprize. 

Then, where the iDosds their thickejl Jhades 
difpiny, I 

from his deiejled fight Jbe fiooti away, ' 
Therefrom her dear Sichscus, in the grove^ 
Found all her cares repaid,, and hve returned 
for kve, 

D^ 6 Hm 
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Hek flight into the moft redufe part of the.' 
Elyfiaa woods^ feems to be a con&mation of 
what I have already advanced: guilt always 
feekiag gloom and folitude, and being, particu- 
larly defirous to hide itfelf fpom the fight of 
eminent merit, or unfpotted virtue. But this^ 
is not my point. I imagine that I fee the parti* 
cular drift of Virgil, in haftening her away to 
Sichxus. The affrighted queen dreaded that 
the Trojan prince and the Phoenician monarch 
might meet : the fight of j^neas, the fucceflbr 
to his nuptial bed, mufl: have been more irkfome. 
to Sichc^us, than the fight qf Pygmalion the fuc- 
cefTor to his throne. He might poiEbly forgive 
the injuries done to himfelf, but he never could' 
have forgiven the injurious treatment of his 
coafort. Had the two princes met, their al- 
tercations muft have run high, and the Cumaan, 
Sybil, the dreaded objedt of Dido's fight, mufl 
have interpofed. The cunning queen thercr 
fore fhews great prefence of mind. She pre- 
vents Siehaus from coming towards her, by 
haftening to find him, and then detains him at 
a diftance ixom.JEneas, by all the f nticing blap- 
difhjiientsx>f connubial love.. 

I MUST look upon this hint which Virgil 
has given us, as a particular beauty,, and a^ one 
^ the ipany inftange; of delicacy aad addrefs,, 

ia 
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in the Mantuan Poet, who, although perfpicu- 
oua and noble in the great and important parts 
of his;-ffineid, never fails to glance obfcurely, 
and to touch lightly upon fuch natural minute 
paflages, as by too full an exjdanatibn might 
lofe thdr dignity, be improper, or give offence. 
As I look upon myfelf to be a kind of Sybil, 
I hope thefe obfervations may not be thought 
out of charafter, or be unacceptable to- the pub- 
lic : efpecially as an author who does not fliew 
fome turn towards criticifm, is efteemed little 
better than an ignorant gamefter^ who knows 
not how to fliuiHe his cards. 

L. C. 

^ P. S. r AM partitul^rly obliged to my young 
Weftminfter champion, Brigantlus, and thank 
him for his knight errantry, whith he will do 
me honor by continuing : his letter fhall be 
infcrtedras foon as is confiftent with what I owe^ 
to many earlier correfpondents, whofe letters; 
I have not yet had it in my power to take pro? 
per notice of; 



NtJMBi 



Digitized by Google 



6% THE O LJ> K AlB. ir{>^ 



iS^tf, lyctf / ^ ^^0/ hoary baifif 

HoR. B. 4. 04. 13. Fraoclf* 

Our youth rtgardkfs ^ thefr$wrh, 
7%eir heads with f re/her wreaths Jball croiun^ 
Jnir thr&m tky tvithep'd Garlands d(rtvn 

The river, 

B. I. 0d.«5^ 

I AM fo-much in arrear to my correfpondents^ 
that i fliall be fufpefted of never intending ta 
dear with diem^ I fkall therefore difpatch as 
many as I can in this paper, only premiiing,. 
that thpfe whofe letters I dtfer, are oot to- 
charge me with incivility : priority of datecarriet 
fome claim with it, but a paiticular fultabknefs 
to my own fcheme in thefe cffays, of which J 
mufl: be allowed the beft judge, is what all other 
claims mud give place to, and which thofe whofe 
epiftolary favors are poftponed cannot be difo- 
bliged at my cony>liance with ; but if this be 
not thoujght fufficient apology, they may comfort 
themfelves with the refleftion, that as Old Maids- 
ace at bdft; but whimfical^ therefore fome fan* 

tailical: 
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taiUcator capridous motive aiay have Aofloeoced 
ihe preference I have given to otbefs, I (hall 
however maJce no eKcuie for givmg the firft place 
to the following; the feat of learning 6rdm 
whence it comes, wkhout other conikleration9» 
gives it an indiiputable right to all the relpe£t I. 
caa fhew to it. . 

To Mrs. SiNGl-ETON. 

Oxfi>fd, Dec. 2ift tJSS^ 

MADAUy 

To the works of a decea&d author, it is a 
Ttfual praftice to prefix a ftiort view of his life 
and character : the reafon which editors aifiga 
for it, is, that the reader by this method, being 
introduced to a kind of perfpnal acquaintance 
with the writer, is led infiaofibly in the perulal of 
him, to mis: the partiality of frtendflup witL 
the feverity of criticifin. 

From this motive, before I tell you my bud- 
aefs, I fliall give a (hort account of myfelf, ta 
procure a more favourable reception to my 
letter. 

You mufl know then that I am a maiden^ 

lady, who have refided at Oxford the greatefl, 

. part of my dme: my yanity forbids me to make 

yoa acquainted with my age^ efpccially as It 

maj 
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may be an obftruftion to the deCgn I have of 
changing my condition upon the firft offer ; and 
if I may truft my glafs, the wrinkles in my 
face are not yet fo deep, as to give me any occa- 
fion to defpair of one. 

' C(>NsiDERiNG where I have pafled my life, 
you will not be furprized, that I have contraftfed 
an afFeftion for books, and have applied myfclf 
to the ftudy of the polite arts : and indeed I 
thought myfelf fo much a proficient, as to have 
formed a delign to entertain the public with 
periodical lucubrations upon fome plan like 
your*s : but as your maidfen(hip has opened a 
channel, through which my thoughts may flow, 
I embrace the opportunity, and defift from my 
former intention. 

Having told you thus much of myfelf it is 
tirtie to proceed to bufmefs, for I believe as it is, 
the introduftory part of my letter will prove 
fomething longer than the matter I had princi- 
pally in view in writing it,< 

You muft know then, my good fifter virgi- 
nity, that notwithftanding I am confefTedly aa 
jldept in the Belles Lettres, yet even in this 
place I have the mortification to fee myfelf the 
frequent objeft of contempt and" ridicule,, and a 
pack of ignorant, idle, giddy girls, perpetually 
cfcorted and gallanted by the fons of Jhna : and 

all: 
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all this mendy becaufe my hair is turned grey, 
and their's not: whereas, my dear Singleton, 
that very circmnftance flioiild rather endear me 
to thefe men of learning and philofophy, as it 
is the fymbol of fenfe and wifdom. 

Did not Minerva their patronefs, and who 
fliould be then* guide, chufe the owl-, the griz- 
zled owl, for her favourite bird, and chufe her 
too for that very venerable colour and counte- 
nance, defpifing the gaudy pride and plumage 
of the peacock ? Even fo wifdom, a well fur- 
nifhed head, not a youthful face^ (hould be the 
miftrcfs of the fons of Jhna. This , ufage ^ 
therefore has driven me out of all patience. I 
beg Mrs. Singleton that you will take propa- 
eognifance of fuch neglcft and indignity, ofFered 
by this degenerate tribe of Undents and philofo- 
phers to a headfo old and white as mine. By fo 
doing you will greatly oblige, 

Taurus 
CANA GREYPATE^ 

P. S. Tlie tremor I have been in froni vehe-. 
mency of paffion, has ocqafioned the blots in 
my letter. 

I HAVE juft recollefted the fate of your cor 
refpondent Firginius, but am under no appre- 
keafioA of the fame treatment from you, as good 

manner Ss 
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manoers and a williognefs to oMge are cha« 
rafteriftics of the more fenfible part of our 
£^; fo I remain afTured of fedf^ ibis acknow* 
kdgpdy and the fubjeft purfued by your maiden- 
Ihip, who perhaps are my fifter in the; cdiit3cmpt 
I complain of. 

I BEG you will think of an appofitc motto^ 
for the merit of a paper is greatly ^nbanc©! by 
that. 

ADIEU. 

As womai they fay never know how to make 
an end of talking, fo the pen, I think, is not 
eafily wrefted out of their hands, I muft add 
one thing more: do you defire to hear any 
more from me ? I wifli you a merry Chriftmas^ 

Cnenwcb, Dec. i^th, 1755* 

Ma DAW, 

The defign of your appearance in print, % 
fappofe, not only to entertain the age, but to 
correft the errors and follies of it, I {hall beg 
leave to add one to the number of your corre- 
fpondents ; and as you prdfefs yourfelf good- 
natur'd, and willing to attend, to advice, fliall 
mention what I think a fault in you, without 
the fear of being accounted an enemy. 
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I don't pretend^ madams to judge what may 
be fit fOT the perufal of the publick, or to knavt 
die wcarlii equally with you* but nuift tell you I 
mw fony to fee by your firft paper fo little en- 
couragement ^ven in it -to your own fex to live 
fingk : it was what I did not expeft from you> 
and my difappointment was the greater, becaufc 
I am afraid 'tis very Ukely to be my cafe, whe- 
ther I chufe it or not : in this Ifland we are laid 
under no vows of virginity, but yet, to the fcan- 
dal of the men, it abounds with Old Maids, and 
1 am upon the very point of contribtiting one 
to the lift : nay I am not certain but that thej: 
young flirts of my acquaintance have enrolled 
me4n that defpifed dafs aheady. 1 have reafon 
therefore to be the more concerned, to find you 
ib determined upon marrying your darling Julia :. 
and am apt to think you would oblige your 
readers of both fexes> by freely delivering your 
feniiments upon the queftion, whether the leaft 
chance for unhappinefs to a woman, be not ra- 
ther in the folitary ftate than the focial, where the 
motive for entering into tlae latter is not the 
preference of the man, but ^oofideraiions merely 
of intereft or convenience ? you muft not fufpeft 
me from this for an enemy ta maia-unony ; on 
the contrary, I have ever thought, that to bei 
placed info tenderly interefting a connexion, with 

a man. 
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a man of fenfe and honor, whofe fentiments andL 
taile of life are fuited to our own, and to be the 
objeft of his proteftion, is the higheft earthly 
felicity any woman can arrive at : I would daly . 
have you recommend it- to your female readers^ 
not to be altogether in fo great a hurry, as is 
fometimes the cafe, in a matter which, as of all 
others it is of the greateft importance, requires 
of courfe the greateft confideration. 

For my own part, I cannot but think a fingle 
life mud be much lefs difagreeable, than a ftc^te, 
of perpetual union, with one, who is perhaps 
fo far from being the objeft of love and efteem, 
that he can excite no emotions but thofe of 
loathing and contempt. However as I have a 
very great regard for your judgment, I (hall 
wait with fome impatience till I am favored 
witli it, and ftiall be very happy to find you 
agreed, with. 

Madam,. 
Tour niojl obedient humble ferv ant ^. 

MARIAN doubtful- 
After faying how fortunate I think myfel^ 
fry having obtained already a correfpondent ia 
each univerfity, I beg leave to affure my friend 
Cana, that I really have a fellow feeling, in the 
indignities of which (he complains : the men of 

thLs^ 
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this time are either altogether lefs polite than they 

were five and thirty years ago, or which is the 

fame thing to her and me, they are lefs polite to 

us ; for this reafon I converfe but with few of 

them, and of thofe my,greateft favorite is an 

old beau of feventy, who flatters me, by de- 

chiming upon the infolence and pertoefs of the 

girls of thefe degenerate days, as I do hrm,' by 

lamenting the ill-breeding and ignorance of the 

young fellows. 1 would recommend this con- 

duft to my reverend correfpondent, and advife 

her to return the unjuH contempt fhe meets 

with, from the younger part of the univerfity, 

by aiming her venerable attraftions only at the 

elder. By this means (he may come to be thccho- 

fen help-mate of fome learned profeflbr, or ruling 

head, and improve tbe public leftures by her 

fcience, or influence the refolutions of Golgotha 

by her counfels. She will at leall by this means 

Hand a chance to be the favorite of the antients 

I amongft the fons of the Mufes, and be toafted 

jin the pure waters of Helicon. In return for 

I her merry Chriftmas, I wifh her a happy New 

Year, and fliall be glad to hear from her again. 

My Greenwich correfpondent has propofed a 

queftion, which is of too much importance to 

I be dlfcufled in the fmall remaining part of this 

■paper; I may therefore poiSbly make it the fub- 

jeft 
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}eft of an entire one : aiid fliall conclude this 
Vith an Ode, from the fame hand, with that to 
Health in my third number, 

ODE. 

A\ FAR rmntv^dfrom my retreat ' 

^^ Be a»Wkt and amt^mCs feeti 

Give me, unconfcioiu (f their pewer^ 

To iajte the peacefui, fodal hour : 

Give me, beneath the branching vine^ 

The vjoodbine fweet; or egiantine, 

IVhik evening Jheds its bahny dews^ 

To court the chqfte injpiring Mufe I ' 

6r, nvith the partner of my foul. 

To mix the heart expanding bowl I 

Tes, dear Sabina, when with ihee, 

t hail the goddefs, Liberty ; 

When, joyous, through the leafy grove^ 

Or o'er theflow'ry mead, we rove ; 

Ifhen thy dear, tender hofomfbares 

Thy faithful Delia' Sr joys and cares % 

Nior pomp, nor wealth, my wifhes niove^ 

Nor the morefoft deceiver, love. 

B. 
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Numb. 10. Satxjiidat^ January 17, 1756. 

H lihtwty I tioA Codibfs keavmfy irigit/ 
Profufo ofhRfs^ amd pregnant viith delight t 
Eternal ^c^et in thy prefmcs reign^ 
jindfmiling plenty leads thy wanton train t 
Eas*d of her load^ fabjeOim grows more tight ^ 
Jlnd poverty looks chearfid in thy fight : 
Tho» tnakyf the gloomy fact of nature gay. 
ifivjl beauty totbefim^ andpleajuro to the day, 

ASDISOlf* 

JULIA'S laver, Mr. BeHvIlle, dined with 
me yefterday, and as I anx always endea* 
vouring to divert the young people's imagiaa* 
tipns as much from their love afiair as I can, I 
engaged him in a coaverfation on public fpirit^ 
«nd the invaluaUe benefits that owe their being 
to liberty, and which are fo juiUy^ as wdU as 
poetically painted, in the lines I have ch(^ for 
my motto. He exprefled himfelf on this inter*- 
efting fubjeA with the warmth becoming a 
Briton, and which gave me more j^afur^ than 
I dejQred he fliould be fenfibk of: I mtl^l own 
1 love to fee a.liul« heat and enthufialin in the 
fomment^ of people at hW period of life, efpe- 

cially 
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-cially when thofe fentiments have their founda- 
tion in reafon and moral truth ; and detcfl 
the coolnefs of fifty at twenty five. Time and 
experience Will certainly moderate an over-heat 
of temper, but I know no medidfie rf fufficient 
force, to cure that chilly fiate of mind, which 
may not improperly be called the ague of the 
foul. 

Such a fubjeft muft naturally lead us to 
mention the Romans, and to admhre the ama- 
zing inftances of their zeal for this Goddefs, 
which appear to us almoft incredible, I was 
haranguing on the well-known ftory of Lucius 
Junius Brutus, with all the loquacity of an old 
woman, and afFefting to be fuperlatively wife 
and learned, when my young man told me witli 
an air of great modefty, though I fuppofe he 
laugh*d at my wifdom in his heart, that he 
thought there was a patriot amongft the Greeks, 
cot fo much talked of in modern times as Brutus, 
wha was in reality infinitely more illuftrious ; 
the no lefs amiable than heroic Timoleon of 
Corinth. 

I WILL throw together as much as I cad 
remember of our converfation for the fubjeft of 
this daty's paper *, but as the ftory may have been 
kfs attended to by my fair readers, than that of 
Brutus, I beg leave to relate it, in as few 

words 
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words as are confiftent with order and perfpi^ 
cuitjr. 

TiMOiEON Was of noble rank in the city of 
Corinth, but was more diflinguiflied by his ar- 
dent love of liberty, than by his birth : he was 
naturally mild and gentle* the fweetnefs of 
•his difjp ofition would not fuffcr him to hate any 
but tyrants, and the domeftic enemies of his 
country: he pofTefTed ihe moft unQiaken cou* 
rage to the decline of a very long life ; which 
^vas tempei"'d even in Ws earlieft youth by the 
mcrfl extraordinary and admirable prudence. 

He had an elder brother called TImophanes, 
in every refpeft the reverfe of hira ; imprudent^ 
ra(h, ambitious, and ever aiming at illegal 
power : affefting an appearance of uncommon 
valor, and a certain ardor in all military exploits^ 
which procured him the admiration of the po* 
pulace, and in confequence of that, the higbell: 
polls in the commod- wealth. Timoleon loved 
him with the moft tender afFeftion ; and afKfted 
him in obtaining fuch offices as were not incon- 
fiftent wjth the freedom of his country, by 
leflening his errors, and fettlng fuch good qua- 
lities as he pofleffed in the ftrongeft light they 
would bear. 

In a battle in which Timophanes commanded 

the Corii\thlan cavalry, his hgrfe being wounded^ 

E threw 
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threw him into the midfl of the enemy ; his 
troops, except a very inconfiderable number, 
idifperfed ; and the few remaining, overpower*d 
by multitudes, wer^e unable to make furth.er 
reliftance ; when Timoleon, Vhp ferved in the 
infantry, hearing of his brother's danger, flew 
to his refcue, ^nd covering him with his buckler, 
as he lay wounded on the (ield, after receiving 
innumerable wounds himfelf, with jnuch diiHL 
culty obliged the enemies to retire, and at the 
cxtremeft hazard of his own life prefcrv^d that 
oi Timophanes. 

Soon after this aftion, the Corinthians, fo^ 
the fecurity of their city, lox)k mto their pay a 
band of four hundred ftrangers, and gave the 
command of them to Timophanes ; who^ with- 
out regard to the ties of honour, juflice, or 
gratitude, corrupted them to ferve his own am- 
bitious purpofes, and render him mafler of thofe, 
who had entrjifted him with power he was un- 
worthy of; ai>d having cut off many of the beil 
^nd principal citizens, who were the moft like- 
ly to oppofe his defigos, uncondemned, and 
without trial, declared himfelf king of Corinth. 

This conduft threw the vjrtuous Timoleoa 
into dcfperation ; he begged, he^ entreated, he 
remonftrated ; he conjgred his brother by every 
jtie jnpft facred, to 'repair the injuries he had 
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done his unhappy country, and renounce a powcr^ 
to which he had no claim but frem the mod dc*- 
teftable ufurpation, and which he could net 
keep but by the deftruftion of Corinth. But 
when he found his admonitions received with 
contempt, and not heard without impatience 
and anger> he refolved on a fecond and more- 
powerful attempt; and taking with him Efchylus, 
brother to the wife of Timophanes, and Ortha- 
. goras, who was their common friend, he re- 
turned to fatts brother, and all three furrounding 
him, befought him by the piety he owed to the 
tjods, and hy tlie genius of his native country, 
Tiefore it was too late, to Gfteu to the voice of 
reafon and of virtue. Bat when Timophanes 
at firft ridiculed their fimpliclty, and afterwards 
t)eing more vehemently prefled, began to give 
way 10 fury and indignation, Timoleon, yield- 
ing to neceility, turned afide,. and calling up 
his eyes, dreaming with teats, to Heaven, co- 
vered his face with his robe, whilft the other 
two with their fwords. inftantly difpatched 
Timophanes, 

Whoever compares this aftion with that of 
Brutus, will not I think be at a lofs to which 
they fhould give the preference. The virtue of 
Brutus, if I may give it that name, had fomc- 
thing in it (hocking to human nature. His 
E 2, chil* 
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children deferved to die: but that he flioold 
himfelf chufe to be prefent at their execution, 
and bear to fee their bodies torn and mangled 
by the rods of the Liftors, wifliout fo much as 
turning away his eyes, is a proof of a temper 
naturally favage, and unfiifceptible of the foft 
;fenfations of humanity: k was fufficient they 
died for their offence : that rigor perhaps could 
fCiot have been remitted confiflently with the 
publick fafety, but nothing required their fa^ 
thcr*s' prefence at their execution ; and tliis cir- 
cumflance in his conduft, as it carries with k 
an air of great extravagance, fo it appears rather 
diftated by vain-glory, than the principles of 
juflice and patriotifra. 

Ambition alfo feems to claim aihare in this 
fo uinch celebrated aftion of Brutus ; the death 
of his foDS perhaps was neceflary to eflablifti the 
/reedom of Rome, but the virtue of the father 
5n deTptipg them to it, would have fhone wi^h 
jnore jjnclpuded luftre, and have been tranfmitted 
xo pofterity with much brighter eclat, if it had 
not at tlie fanic time fecured the poileifion to 
him, of his new acqu:ired power and honors-: 
had tp .confirmed the entail of liberty to his 
country, by cutting off Pofterity from himfelf, 
j^nd retired to a private ftation, he had been in* 
4e?d|iHerp, * , 

Thpre 

Digitized by Google 



Noicr. Tlffi OLD MAID; -ji 
There are yet other confidcrations, that 
take from the merit of this fo much, and not- 
trithftandlng all the intermixture of imperfeftioa- 
attending it, fo-juftly celebrated aftion of Brutus, 
which make it doubtful whether the Iwe of his 
country was in reality the governing paflion of 
bis foul. Anger and refentment of an attempt 
t5 reftore that tyranny of the Tarquins, which 
had compelled him for his ov^ fafety to diflem- 
bte ftupidity and madnefs, in the former pArt of 
his life, might inflame him to fuch a pitch of* 
indignation, as unconcernedly to doom his fons 
t^ fall by the hands of the executioner : he had 
alfo befides this, and the poflelfion of power, 
the profpeft of fame and immortality before him,.» 
aiid how powerfully this principle wrought with 
the antients, let their moft celebratfed exploits 
'witnefs, which were profefledly udertaken upon 
this view only ; and if to all thi6 we add the re- 
flexion, that hiftory reprefents him, as of a 
flubborn unfeeling nature, the aftlon will ap- 
pear much lefs heroic, and the ^ory of Brutus 's 
patriotifm will ftand on much weaker founda- 
tions, than it has hithertd done. 

TiMOLEON, on the contrary, could be ac-' 
tuated by no pafEon, but a virtuous and ardent 
sjeal for liberty: he was of a moft fweet and 
tender difpplitioa, and loved his brother with* 
E^-j the' 
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the fondeft aiFeftion. Necefliry fo the freedom 
of his country, and the rights of his fellow, 
cirizens, as was the death of an irreclaimable 
tyrant^ he could not behol J it in the perfon of 
Tiraophancs, but covered his face, and turnect 
from him in all the agony of grief : he lamented 
the brother (that brother for whofe fafety, whilft 
ignorant of his defigns on the liberty of his 
country, he had dcfplfed danger) though he not 
only Tuflfcred, but confcnted to the fall of the- 
tyrant, when Corinth could be made free by 
no other expedient. 

He was fo far too from ferving any ambitious 
views of his own by the fall of his brother, thar 
befides giving up all the powet and diftinftion: 
which attended that nearnefs of relation to hint 
who poffefled abfohite fovereignty, he from the 
moment it was effefted, fecluded himfelf front 
the world, and paffed near twenty years in the 
moft pcrfeft privacy ; avoiding inftead of courts 
ing the regard of that people, to the reftora- 
tion of whofe liberty he had facrificed one th^t 
was moft dear to himfelf, by the double bond of 
nature and of friendftiip. 

But he appears in no inftance more amiabfe 
to me> than in that ^ery forrow for the loft de- 
generate Timophanes for which Plutarch con- 
demns him> becaufe he efteemed his giving hint. 
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to death an inftance of true virtue and exaltccl 
heroifm : and for which, on the contrary, our 
tfiandators commend him^ [but upon a very falfer 
principle, as if his grief was not merely regret 
for the lofs of a beloved brother,- but remorfe 
for confenting in his death to an unjuflifiable 
and wicked aftion. The notes to our tranflation 
are taken from Dacier, who being the flave of*^ 
defpotick power, would naturally condemn the 
jnft flaughter ctf a tyrant : he dared not do other- 
wife : but I am-afhamed to find my own coun-^ 
trymen, who- enjoy the Weflings of freedom, 
adopting fuch fervile fentiments, and joining 
them to their tranflation without the remotelV 
hint of difapprobati'on, Timoleon's behaviour, 
through this whole tranfa(ftion, appears to me 
perfeftty confiftent with thofe virtues which fo 
ftrpngly charafterize him : the hero and the 
patriot glorioufly gave up to juftice the crimi-' 
nal and the tyrant ; the good man yielded to 
nature the tears due to blood anrf frlendlhip. 
The ofurper dead, and liberty reftored, it was 
flatural to mourn for the brother, whofe am- 
bition was forgot when it was n^. longer to be 
feared ; and the excefs of his grief, as it demon-- 
ftrated the warmth of his fraternal afFeftion,, 
and the tendernefs of his heart, greatly enhan^, 
£4 oeJ 
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ced the merit of Timoleoa in the facrifice ho^ 
made to his country. 

The unconcern of Brutus, on the contrary,., 
even when his fons had paid the forfeit of their 
treafon, kflens the Qbli£ation Rome had to his . 
virtue : fince he only gave up to her thofe for 
^hom, notwithftanding the tyes of natute^ he - 
appears to have had very little regard. 

Thefe violent and uncommon effbrts of virtue, 
a? they ai-e contrary to the naturnl bent of^ hu- 
man affe^flion?, muft, in a man of tender fenfa- 
tioDS, be attended with forrow and* remorfe* . 
when the impulfe which caufed them is over, 
and the end aimed at attaiqed 5 therefore Timo- 
leon's excefs of forrow was agreeable to nature, 
without fuppofing, with Dacier, that he thought- 
the avlioa criminal : and if Brutus's -dooming 
his fons to the ax was an aft of herpic patri- 
(Jtifm, his inflexible unconcern after their deathr 
is, I think, the mark of a cruel and unrelenting^ 
temper, which greatly depreciates the merit of ^ 
it. B;^ 
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Kuufi. II. Saturday, January 24, 1756. 
Ravijb'd by the vjhiftling of a Name. 

To Mrs. SiNGLETaNr 

Madam, 

TH Er preference in point of affeft ion which ^ 
too many fathers are apt to bcftovr upon * 
their fons in prejudice of their daughters; has 
often been to me a matter of great aftoniihrbent : 
I am folly convinced that fo unjuflifiable a par- 
ti^ity cafi proceed oidy from pride. The fons 
tmnfmit the family name to, pofterity ; but 
with the daughters it jBnks into oblivion, unlefs' 
biioyed up by an aft of parliament,'- What' 
aa ill-judged dif^ence is purfued in the'cduca- - 
tStm of our children, only becauft the block- 
headly fon is to contJnife the letter A tO' thc^* 
nineteenth century ; while the modeft, agreeable, 
^ad beautiful daughtei*, is obliged to chaage it" 
for fome other letter in the Alphiibetl This 
ttfinatural biafs might in fome meafure perhaps 
bejuftified, had we any reafon to be convinced, • 
that future generations muft inevitably pay 
E. 5 .. a pe- 
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a peculiar and extraordinary regard to a perfon,. 
whofe fumame confided of flich and fuch letters,, 
placed exaftly in fiich a manner^ as to form, a 
certain word. But this piece of magic, I fear, 
win never have, the defired effeft. Names are 
hut founds, meant onTy to diftinguUh one hui- 
man being from another : time vilifies even the- 
greateft, and C^/an and Pmpey^ founds that 
once awed the worlds arc now often turnfpits 
in the kitchen. Moft nations indeed have gene- 

' rally concurred, in paying an implicit, and t 
think a ridiculbus refpeft-, to names. . Several 
years ago I remember our landlady at Paris was 
very much enraged at my mother, for having 
given the name of Louis to a little French lap- 
dog ; but upon being aflfered the dog was ho* 
nored with this appelhtioji from his^ perfeftions^ 
and becaufe be was a Nonpareille, our hofteft 
immediately altered her ftfain, and putting on at^ 
ftnile of conviftion, faid^ Ah, Madame, g^a 
fuffit. J' en feis tres content e. "Ah, Madam; 
" the reafdn's good; I am very much pleafed' 
" with it". The French, I am told, have of 
late wifely retrenched their monarchical idolatry ; 
fo that r believe in: thefe days, one might venture 
to call a tame Bear at Paris by the name oft 

' Louis, without giving the leaft ofFencCi 
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If by conveying a name, we were able icy 
convey the great and noble qualities, by which 
we ourfelves or fome of our anceftors have be- 
come illuftrious and diftinguifhable, id that cafe 
there can be no douBt, but that we might 
plaulibly fue for afte of parliament, to give an^ 
eFdcfl: daughter the right of bellowing courage,- 
benevolence, integrity, or any other erainertt vir- 
tue, that was to adorn and dignify the happy* 
man deffined'tobe her future hufband': btit, to* 
entertain an unneceflary follicitude,. in transfer- - 
ring an empty found, from one houfe to ano- 
ther, appears to me one of the many convincing: 
inftances, that pride fixes her appetite upon^ 
bubbles and fhadows ; and can feldom fatisfy her 
hunger, becaufe (he fcarce ever attempts to tafle- 
any fubilantial foodl 

For my own part, I am arrived at that time ' 
of life, when not only the more violent but the' 
irifionarypaflions have entirely fubTided, andXvhen^ 
the calmer and more reafonable fenfations have 
taken place. The evenicfg of my day is come- 
cm, andl am^defcending fteadily and chearfuUy 
towards the bdundlefs plains of an eternal world. 
At my period (rf exiftence, the faculties of the 
mind are entirely devoted to reafdn : fentoms* 
aiBd dreams can pleafe no nibre ; and therefore ' 
Aough I am convinced that by my death the' 
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furnameof my family, ancient as it is, muft be . 
at an end, yet the thought gives nae. no uncafr- 
nefs. Such amongft xrs of either fex, who have 
had merit, will be remembered with honor :- ^ 
fnch of us who have had nekie ought to be - 
forgotten and defpifed. 

My neighbour Sir Fomml Firefacey has im- 
bibed fentiments very different from thofe whidi-. 
1 have mentioned. He is of the fame age with- - 
myfelf, and fome years ago married a briflc^, 
healthy, gay gentlewoman, with a kind of cer* 
tainty of having a fon to perpetuate his family : 
bat the knight/is unluckily^difappointed, andv" 
hitherto has only been the fadier of' four fe- 
males : a misfortune which occafioned his lady, at . 
the birfh of her lafl daughter, to defire that Sir 
Formal might not know Ihe was brought to bed, . 
for he would certainly drown the cliild.. 

Pni NOES indeed have fufficient reafons to ,- 
wife for fons. An emperor of Germany, and a . 
king of France,, may tremble and grow pale, at 
the ijght of a. daughter.. Bloodfhed and anarchy .. 
3ivafl follow in default of male iffiie, to wear the 
Gallic, or the. Imperial crown •• An ardiduke, 
^Sidi a dauphin, arc the beft and the ftroagefl: fe- 
ciirities, to prefer ve and defend their royal fa- - 
theiG in the throne. But I can by no meana 
allow any fubjeft whatever to repine at the 

want 
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want of a (oa, when he is bkfled by I^ebg the - 
parent of a daughter. Women communicate 
joy and happinefs, from the time they come into ^ 
the world, to the time they leave it. Their in* 
oocence and beaoty give us happinefs in their 
youdi : their decency and prudence delight us 
in their more advanced years. The diflolute and 
the gay cannot endure an old woman : let them 
fpeak plain ; they cannot endure a noodef t wo^ 
man : it i» not the age, it is the virtue that 
offends. In all I have advanced, which I am • 
confcious mod appear paradoxical to thefafhion- 
able world, I would be underftood to fpcak of 
women of kafe. Women like you, Madam, 
who have paOied their early time in improving 
themfelves, and their latter days ia improving . 
others.. 

I have: ever been <^ dris fingnlar opinion, . 
and of tbi» depraved, I had aimoft fiud, "rirtu- 
ous tafte.- As a proof of it, give me leave to fend 
yott a ftiort copy ol verfes, which were written 
by mc many y^s ago^ and which, if my miftrefs 
Kad^not been a dowager, I fhould venture to 
pronounce applicable ta ycKV Madam, and 
•jMJarini^ce Juik. 

When youthful S**** came forth with air divine, 
Ifung^ O nympb that doft all nymphs outflune :. 

But^ 
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Mut when Allinda, in the nom ofHfi, 
jUfair Q, reli^, asjbe was a wife. 
Her graceful mien, and riper charms dij^lay*d^ 
I lov*d the widow, and forgot the maid : 
Thus have Ifeen theftar that leads the day^ 
6 lit f ring a while, fhoot forth a vivid ray. 
But when the fun in orient pride afcends, 
Jnd o'er the globe his radiant pow'r. extends^ 
The Phofphorus appears no longer bright. 
Drowned in the glories offuperior lights 
lam, Madam, 

Tour moft obedient humble fervanf, 

^To Mrs^ Singleton. 

If^ount ftrteti Jan. aift 1756^ 

My deir Mrs. Singletoa, 

I AM. the moft unfortunate youag creature m^ 
the work!. I came to^town on purpofe to go' 
to a mafquerade, and now they fay there is ta 
be none all the wmter. I wifli you would write* 
fcmething about it, ani tell the people how* 
oharming it is, and what pity to f<:>rbid it. My 
drcfs is made and every thing, and I fliall al- 
moft go diftrafted if I am difappointed. I do 
not believe it is fo bad a thing as fome people* 
i«£re£ent it : do yea think il is Madam ? Pray^ 
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fey fomcthing for it ; fure they would not be fd 
crud to drop fo gented t diverfioo for the whole 
feafon. I am, as much as my prefent anxiet; 
will lei me be, 

I>;ar MADAir, 

ISaur very humble Jerv ant ^ 

hebe; 

r A^ &r from fuppoiag^ as this young lady 
feems to do,, that^any thing I can fay will have 
influence in this cafe; but if it could, Lihottld 
certainly employ it againft her. I think there 
are few even of the advtKttes for mafquerades 
io general, but wiH allow, that one at this time 
would bt' at leaft an ofibnce againil decorum \ 
iBoiVpnfons looked upon the intention of one 
as a kind of impiety, becaufe of the prefent ter- 
rible alarms, and the near approach of the 
iaft, appointed on that account; and many 
think them altogether immoral. However, if 
Ihe will take my word in this afl&ir, fhe lofeS 
nothing by the prohibition, even fuppofing it 
(houldlaft for the winter, but five or fix of the 
moft difagreeable hours (he ever l|)ent in her life. 
If mafquerades were really fuch charming enter- 
tainments as this lady fancies them, though they 
were ever fo confidently reported to be attended 
with, danger, or exclaimed againft as ofTenfive; 

ono 
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one would not wonder at a little female curiofity ; 
but they have a fault flie feemfi not aware o£^ 
which is, that they are moft infufierably dull t 
and it is twenty to one ftie might return home * 
without even the pfeafure of a little flattery, 
which is aU the defign a woman of honor can • 
baw, in frequentipg thefe nofturnal aflemblies. - 

I HAVE indeed often wondered at the ap-/- 
pearancc of fondnefs, amongft people of fafliion, . 
for a diverfion which is of all others the moll 
infiptd, and particularly to them ; and believe 
jihat next to^ its being more expenfive than any 
pther, it is greatly owing to the fe verity oF the 
jcry againft it : there is fo much of Eve in alt 
b6r offspring, efpeciaUy the females, that in the 
'^fikirs of entertainment and recreation, whatever 
IS' forbidden moft> is purfued with greateft eager* 
Hf fs ; *as if the more th^y are reftrMted from ^ 
any fting,* the greater is their hope of pfeafure 
in the fruition of it. Would careful mothers 
. TfcB*maiden aunts permit the young people under 
iheir proteftian to go properly attended to a ■ 
mafquerade, with the fame facility tbe;^ fend ' 
them to pay a fober vifit, I am apt to- think 
they would be juft as indi&rent about one as 
ihe other, . . 

The late Mr. Fielding, who was an exquifite* 
judg^ of nature, feems to^concur with me in 

my: 

Digitized by Google 



Non. T H E O L D M A I D* 6^ 

my opinion (^ this abfard amufement, and has 
pot the following fentiments upon it into the: 
mouth of his lady Bellallon, who from the li- 
centioufnefs of her charafter, mufl be fofpofcd^ 
to be perfeftly initiated into the myfterics of iu 
' You cannot, fays (he to Jones, conceive 

* any thing' more infipid ^nd childifli than a 

* mafqaerade to the peojde of fafhion, who, ia^ 

* general, know one another as well here, as 

* when they meet in an aflembly, or a drawing, 

* room 5 nor will any woman of condition con- 

* verfe with a perfon with whom (he is not ac- 

' quainted. In (hort, the generality of pcrfona- 

* whom you fee here, may more properly be: 
< faid to kill time in this place than in any other, ■ 
' and generally retire from hence more tired 

* than from the longeft fermon/ 

Thus far thas judicious, as well as humo- 
rous, author; to which may be added, that it 
is poflible the confufed mixture of diderentranksX 
and conditions, which is unavoidable at a maf- 
querade may be agreeable to tl^e dregs of the 
people, who are fond even at any price of 
gaining admittance into a place, ^ where they 
may infuk their fuperiors with impunity. I 
toyfelf remember a quarrel between a man of 
rank, and an unknown perfon, which running 
fuch a length ^s . to oblige them to unmaik, my 

lordf 
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lord difcovered his antagonift to be his taylor r 
I have more than once heard the indifcretions' 
of a woman of quality echoed in her ears by her 
mantua^s-maker's journey woman ; and renaem- 
bei a jftale virgin of my acquaintance (it was 
not mytclf I proteft) who was very near making 
a trip to May-Fair, to enter into the holy eftate 
of wedlock with a French hair cutter, who had; 
the addrefs to put himfelfoflrto her for Monfieur 
k Barm. 

There is another objeAionto this divcriioHy. 
(if fuch a name may with propriety be given tcy 
what is in reality no diveriion at allj which I 
dare fay will have mt>re wisight with many of , 
my fair* readers, than any other argument I can', 
make ufe of, that it is abfolutely the worft thing. 
in naiur« for the complexion. I can always, 
the morning after a mafquerade, plainly diflih- 
guifli fuch of my acquaintance as were there, hf 
their pale cheeks, funk eyes, and' haggard coun- 
tenances : the late hours to which thofe revel's 
are protrafted, are alone fufficient to nip the 
rofes in the moft blooming face, but the ven^ian 
mafks are alfo very prejudicial: I wouM there^ 
fore advifc my own fex, if they have no regard 
for their time, their money, or their reputiations, 
to confider their beauty at leaft, and flay quietly 
%t home; B. 
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Numb- 12. Saturday, January 2^9 '756* 

But o^/sr the twilight graves anddujky caves ^ 
Long'fiunding ijles, and intermingled graves^ 
Black Melancholy Jits y and round her throws 
A death-like filence^ and a dread repofe ; 
Her gloomy prefence faddenf all thefcenCy 
Shades every Jlower, and darkens every green^ 
Deepens themurmur of the falling floods y 
And breathes a browner horror on the woods. 

To Mrs. SiNGLETONv 

Madam, 

AS the incomparable authors of the SpeEio' 
tors ^id not think it beneath them to 
criticife Chevy Chafe and the Children in the 
Woody and condefcended to the labour of draw- 
ing forth the natural and beamJful thoughts in- 
ihofe antiquated pieces, which had long Iain- 
buried under the rubbifh of ruftic and unmu- 
lical language ; I hope it will not be unaccept- 
able either to yoii or your readers, that I offer 
to your obfervation the foUowfng fong, front 
a play of Beaumoal and Fletch€r> m which the* 

imagea 
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images are not only fancied with the greatefl 
Beauty, ftrength, and propriety, but are height- 
ened with all the colouring and ornament of 
the moft es^quifile poetry ; and the verfification> 
allowiog for the diftance of time,*furprizingly 
fmooth and harmonious, even to modern ears j 
though acciiftomed to the ftudied cbrreftnefs of 
thefe latter days. 

Hence aU ye vain delight s^^- 

Asjbort as are the night s^ 

Wherein you fpend your folly ; 

There's nought in this life fweetp 

If men were mfife t6fee't\ 

But only melancholy ; 

Ofweeteji melancholy ! 

Welcome, folded arms, and fixed eyet^. 

Afigh thdt'piercing nwrtifies, 

A look thaVsfaflen'd to the ground^ 

A tongue chained up without a found, 

Mountain headi, and pat hlefs groves,, 
places which pale pafjion loves : ' 

Moonlight walks, when all the fowls' 
Arefafely housed, fave hats and owls^ 
A midnight hell, a parting groan, 
Thefe are the fmnds wejeed upon \ 
Thenfiretch our hones in fome fiill gloomy valley,; 
, Nothing's fp dainty fweet, as .lovely melancholy. 
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It is, I think, almoft impoffible for the 
■^ilrongeft, and moil lirely imagination, to draw 
a defign more truly pi(fhirefque than is contained 
in the four laft lines of the firft 'ftanza ; and I 
could wifh .to fee it executed by our Brltifh 
ftofalba, who has an uncommonly happy turn 
'for this chafafteriftic ftyle of painting. As I atn 
writing to a lady, and ani a conftant advocate 
for, and zealous admirer of, the fofter fex, I (hall 
make no apology for flepping a little out of my 
path, to do honor to myfelf by mentioning one 
"who is fo eiKiellent in an art which has hitherto 
in England, and almoft every where eK(?, been 
confined entirely to ourfelves ; or at leaft has 
been only praftifed by a few ladies for their 
private amufement. 

But to return to my fubjeft : the laft ftanza 
is alfo beautifully imagined : I think I can dif* 
cover that Rowe in the defpairing fpeech of 
dfilijia^ had this defcription in his eye, though 
lie varied from it in many circumftances : but I 
4hall produce an imitator, who does our author 
much greater honor, and who by catching the 
olivine fire from this truly infpiredOde, has paid 
it the higheft compliment it could have received 
from mere mortality : the imitator I mean is 
Milton, who is fuppofed, by the late editor of 
Beaumont and Fletcher, and with great ap- 
pearance 
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pearance of reafon, to have taken the firft 
hint of his H Penferofo from this fong : it muft 
be allowed he has improved the plan, and car- 
ried it on to fuch a degree of perfeflton, as to 
make his poem one of the moil finifh'd in our 
language ;. but the firft ground-work appears to 
be taken from this little lyric performance of our 
authors. 

It may be no difagreeaWe talk to compare 
them together; and I believe it will be found 
that the editor of Beaumont and Fletcher was 
not miftaken in his conjefture ; fmce if the re- 
femblance in the fentiment appears on examina- 
tion flrongly ftriking, and the very expreiTion 
fbmetimes alcioft the fame, it is more rcafonablc 
to fuppofe an author of Milton's univerfal read* 
ing, who muft have fecn this beautiful fong, 
took the firft hint of this // Penferofo from it, 
than that two poets ftiould exa<?Hy, from mere 
accident, hit upon the fame thoughts, and al- 
moft clothe them in the fame language. I beg 
leave to give from Milton the pafTages moft ap- 
parently fimilar, that the refemblance may be 
feen in the ftrongeft point of view. 
n Penferofo begins thus : 

Hence vain deluding joys - 

The brood of folly -without father hred^ 

How little you bejledy 

Or fill the fixed mind with all^our toyil 
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Dw^llinfotnc idle brain 

Jnd fancies fond with gaudy Jbapes pojfefs. 

As thick and numherlefs^ 

As the gay mates that people the fun beams ^ 

Or likeft hovering dreams 

The fickle penfwners (f Morpheus^ train : 

But (fail thou goddefs fage and holy, 

Hail divinejl Melancholy J 

The imitation of Beaumoat and Hetchcr In 
thefe lines, is too obvious to be overlooked, if 
we compare them with the feven firft lines of 
the fong ; and I think we may fafely conclude 
Milton bad xhem here in his eye ; but he im- 
mediately ftarts away, and his divine genius hur- 
ries him into the unbounded fields of fancy, 
where he makes fuch noble excurfions as con- 
vince us he wanted no hints, though he had 
modefty enough to take them from authors, who, 
with all their merit, were much his inferiors. 

There is another paflage in which the likeneft. 
is too ftrong^ at leaft in my judgment, to be ac- 
-cidental, though, not fo v^ry ftriking as in that 
before quoted. I fubmit it to your readers^ 

Welcome^ folded arms^ and fixed eyes, 

Afigh that piercing mortifieSy 

A look thaCsfiflen'd to the ground^ 

4 tongue chained up vjithout a founds, 

Tub 
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The paflage in Milton is fo beautiful, that I 
vill venture to give it whole, as I can plea^ 
Mr. Addifon's example for the liberty, though 
only a part of it has any relation to my compa* 
rifoo. 

Come, penfive Nun, devout and pnret 
Sober, Jiedfnjl, and demure. 
All in a roie df darkejl grain, 
Flowing with majejlic train. 
And fable fiole of Cyprus lawn, 
. ^ver thy decent fhbulders drawn > 
Come, but ke6p thy wonted flate. 
With even flep, and mtifing gait, 
And looks commerdiig With the fkie^j 
Thy rapt foul fitting in thy eyes : 
There in holy paffion fiill 
Yorgct thyfelf to marble, till 
With a fad leaden downward caft. 
Thou fix them on ^he €arth as faft. 

I AM far from intending ia this comparifon, 
■any difrcfpeft to the memory of Milton, ^Vhofe 
i^enius was above all praife ; and who in this 
Very poem and its companion, L* Allegro, if he 
had wrbte nothing elfe, has difplayed fuch ex- 
tenfive powers of imagination, as would have 
given him a place amongft the foremoft of the 
Tons of Phoebus : but great as my reverence for 
a Mil- 
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Mikon IS, it muft not take place of my regard 
for truth. 

It is, I think, no vulgar praMfe to thh/malt 
'well ffoRfhedgem^ that it will bear being viewed 
in the fame light with // Penferofo^ without 
lofing its radiaoce : and that fuch a writer as 
Milton ftiould think it worthy imitation, is a 
proof of merit infinitely beyond any thing I can 
fay in its praife. 

It is impoffibte, I think, to point out all the 
beauties of this little Ode, unlefs we were to eii^ 
amine ev^jt line feporately ; for there appears to 
me Icarce a fentence that is not conceived in the 
real fublinic fpirit of poetry: truth, nature, 
and fimplidty, the moft .animated fire, and the 
mdft ftudied correftnefs, are confpicuous through 
the whole ; and all your readers who have at 
any time in their lives felt the influence of this 
fober goddefs, will I am fure acknowledge, that 
nothing can be more juftly imagined, oc exe- 
cuted in a more mafterly manner. 

For my own part, Madam, I will own to 
you that I have long been a votary to this pen- 
live p9wer, which may poflibly be the rsafon 
why this Ode ftrikes my imagination fo forcibly ; 
I loft feven years fince a wife I adored, in all 
the bloom of youth and beauty : whofe dear 
remembrance, even at this diftancc of time, calls 
P .the 
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|:he facred drops of forrow into my eyes. Thp 
world has now no joys for me ; and fince J 
Jiave been tf hu$ unt^ppUy deprived of the foft 
^ompahioa of jny hours, I have preferred 

Fountain heads t and pathk/s groves, 
Places which pate pajfton hves. 

To all the hurjy of dties and pomp pf courts, 
J can fay with the ftrifteft truth, that to me, 
j^Qtbing'sfo dainty fuijeef as lovely Melancholy, 
I am, Madam, 

With thefincerejl wijbesfor the 
continuance of your fuccefs, 
XQur very humble fervant, 
T.W; 

Numb. 13. Saturday, February 7, 1756^ . 

> i ' i ' ^ ' Poor Babes! 

Some powerful Spirit injlru6l the Kites and Ravens 
To be ysur Nurfes! Wolves and Bears they fay^ 
Calling their favagenefs pfid^, have done 
]Like offices rf Pity. 

Winter's Tale. 

JULIA and I made a vifit the other day to 
the Foundling Hofpital, where I often in- 
^j^l|[e Jipr jwid myfelf with a fight which muft 

0.Y9 
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give pleafure to every mind which has any tinc- 
ture of humanity, that of a number of unfortu- 

' nate innocents faved from an untimely death, or 
what is worfe, from being trained up in aban- 
doned principles and under profligate exam- 
ples,* to lead a wretched and f^nicious life, 
proceeding in pain and mifery, and ending in 
infamy and horror.; but are here educated 
in a manner the mod proper to their condition 
and birth, and put into the way to be happy 
themfelves, and ufeful to fociety. My niece, 
from a miflaken generofity, was very defirous 
of giving fomething to the little creatures, who, 
as ufual, came round us ; but as I think the 
prohibition of this a very wife regulation, I pre- 
vented her, and direfted her bounty te the box 
appointed to receive the charities of fuch whofe 

• hearts are touched with benevolence at a fight, 
which, I ftiould think, would melt the foul of 
a favage. 

It is furprizing to me, that fo ufeful, fo po- 

, litic, and as long as there are vices or extreme 
poverty in the world, fo. neceffary a foundation, 
fhould be left to the chance of private and un- 
certain donations, the confequence of which 15, 
that three parts in four of thofe who are brought 
there to be provided for are reje<5ted ; when, 
to anfwer. tlifc very end of its inftitution, it re- 
F 2 quires 

Digitized by Google 



100 THE OLD MAID. N^'is. 

qsires that all ihould be taken in. I wiH: cha* 
ritably fuppofe, that no motive but the fear of 
fhame, or the extremity of want, can operate 
fo powerfully upon a mother, as to counterwcMrk 
the force of nature, and the infUnftive fondaefs 
every creature has for its offspring, to fuch a 
4egree, as to infligate her to deftroy the babe 
who is a dearer part of herfelf, and the objeft, 
as I have been told, of the moft pleafing of the 
human afiedions : and I am afraid this hof{Htal 
will have very little effeft towards preventing 
fuch dreadful crimes, when the parents of thefe 
unhappy infants know it is more than three ta 
one that they are returned to them again : nay 
perhaps the defpair and rage of difappoiatment 
ia fuch whofe application has been unfuccefsful^ 
may more efieftually condemn their unhappy in- 
fants to the grave, than if no fuch foundation 
was in being. 

The ftrange unfeeling careleflhefs of the gay, 
part of the world, and the ill-judged feverity of 
the more regular, have hitherto prevented fuch 
a provifion from bemg made as is neceflary to 
render thi% hofpital of general ufe ; nor can it 
ever anfwer the noble purpofes for which it is 
intended, till fome certain revenue is fettled on 
it, fa$cient to enable the governors to raife and 
fupport a building, extenfive enough to receive 

all 
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all who are oflffered, in the fame manner as at 
Paris and Madrid. 

It has been faid by people, who, though per- 
haps well-meaning, appear totally ignorant of 
human nature, that this provifion is an encou- 
ragement to vice : but it is not, I think, to be 
fappofed, that any perfon who gives way to a 
criminal pafBon, things at all of the confequen- 
ces of fo dcftruftive a folly ; if they did, they 
would certainly avoid a conduft, of which 
fiiame> remorfe, and forrow, are the unavoida- 
ble eflfefts. I am inclined to believe the parting 
^tth a child is a very fevere punifliment to the 
inother, however abandoned; and if there be 
any fo favage as to want the foft fenfations of 
tenderneft ibr th«ir offspring, and without re- 
luftance, atid the ftrongeft neceffity, to give 
them up for ever* to the care of others, their 
own confciences will be their tormentors, and 
we may 

Leave them to Heaven 

Jtid to the thorns that in their bofom lodge 

To goad and Jiing them. 

But if this be not fuffident to obviate the 

objeftxon, let thofe who think it of importance, 

but turn their thoughts to the infinite variety of 

fuddcn and unforefeen diftrefles, m this vaft 

F i me- 
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metropolis, by which the parents of a legitimate 
ofFspring, at leaft the more tender and helplefs 
parent, by the death or unavoidabk abfence of 
the other, may be reduced to an incapacity of 
fupporting a new-bom infant, and they will per- 
ceive at once the extreme charity and ufefulnefe 
of iuch a foundation as this, without fuppofing 
it intended for the recep^tion of fuch unhappy 
babes as owe their birth to then: parents gui|t 
and folly. 

As there is no natbn in the world more juftly 
renowned for gencroCity and humanity than this, 
I hope a Britrfti fenate will not think this affair 
of too little moment, to be taken into confider- 
ation ; and at this time, efpecially Ance it feems 
neceflary to chaftife the infolence and perfidiouf- 
aefs of our afplring neighbours the French, it 
cannot fure be ill policy to endeavour at fo ob- 
Ticms a means of providing fome fupply, for the 
lofs of fuch numbers of our countrymen as a 
war muft inevitably take off. 

It is extremely melancholy to refleft upon the^^ 
many unhappy infants who are daily found ex- 
pofed in the ftreets, and the greater number 
who are deltroyed almoft befpre they fee the 
light : one cannot think without the extremeft 
horror, on thofe whofe bodies were found pu- 
trified in the river about a year fin<:e, and who^ 
I am afraid were not all deftroyed by pariib 

nurfes,. 
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ilnrfes, though that is too often the fate of fcc& 
^ efcapc the hands of their mothers. 

I HOPE every gentleman, who has the honof 
of being entrufted by his country with a feat in' 
parliament, whatever mfay be his political prin- 
ciples, will heartfly Contur in endeavouring to 
prevent fuch (hocking accidents- for the future, 
by increafing fome way or other a fund, whichf 
is at prefcnt fo very infufficient fo anfwer the 
purpofe of this foundation, and only ferves to- 
fliow what good it might do, if the revenue wa^ 
ptaitiful and certain*. He that has not humanity 
Xough to exert fiimfelf ih behdf of defer ted in- 
nocence, fcarcely deferves the' liame of a man : 
and he whofe patriotifm will not rouze him tor 
endeavour to raife and increafe this hofpital to a 
fufficiency, tor receive ail Who are brought to it, 
much lefs deferves the name of a Briton : ai 
under the plan laid down, atid" purfued by the 
governors, it muft prove an excellent feminary 
for feamen and foldiers, and fupply our fleets and' 
armlet with much ftronger bodies and braver fpi- 
rits, than are to be met with amongft the lazy; 
drunken, debauched vagabonds in rhe ftreets. 

I AM a woman/and politics are not my province, 

: nor does it become me to diftate to my fuperi- 

prs, but I hope wifer heads will think further on 

#) interefting a fubjeft, and pardon a h^nt which 

F 4 oc»ne»' 
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comes from a heart warm with the love of that 
country, which of all others deferves beft to 
be loved, and melting with pity for thefe aban- 
doned helplefs objefts of our compaflion« Our 
fenators are now deliberating where to lay the 
taxes, to provide for a war, which appears to be 
nins^ voidable : a tax upon maids and bachelors has 
been often talked of ; there can never be a better 
time to put the projeft in execution than the 
prefent ; nor can the produce of fuch a tax be 
better applied, than to the fupport of an hofpi- 
tal, to recruit thofe naval and land armaments 
which other taxes are to fupport ; nor can they 
rcafonably objeft to this, as the houfe is obliged 
to them, for a confiderable part of its inhabi- 
tants. I therefore humbly propofe that one 
ihilling in the pound be aflefled on the real and 
perfonal eftate, falary, 6c. of every bachelor 
^bove the age of thirty, and fix- pence on every 
unmarried woman of the fame age : I lay it ia 
this proportion, both becaufe the incomes of men 
are in general much better than ours, and be- 
caufe their celib^y muft be voluntary, which it 
muft be allowed is not always the cafe with us* 
I am fo true a lover of my native country, 
and have fo fincere a compaffion for fuch harm- 
lefs fufFerers as this charity is intended for, that 
I ihall with the greatell pkafure pay my quot|| 

thougii 
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though I declare I harve no linifter end in it, 
being under no fort of obligation to tTie hofpi- 
tal ; which is perhaps more than all the Cfter-^ 
hood of nominal virgins can fay for themfelves. 

I CANNOT help fancying that this expedient 
will pleafe every body but the perfons concerned,- 
and 35 they are the leaft ufeful part of the com- 
munity, they have the leaft right to be con- 
lidered. Whether their continuing in a Cngle 
ftate be from juftifiable motives or the contrary, 
Ae very crrcumftance of having no burthety 
upon their fortunes but what merely concerns 
themfelves, makes them of all others, the fitteft 
to4>e aflefled extraordinarily to the fupport of a 
fcheme of fuch apparent public utility. But 1 
doubt the celibacy of the men, when it much 
exceeds the term I have mentioned, is owing,- 
for the moft part, to their having fet out in aiv 
irregular way of life, and ftill perfifting in it : 
and I know few of the fifterhood, who are wo-^ 
men of condition, but owe the folitary ftate, they 
now heartily repent of, to ficklenefs, coquetry,^ 
to mercenary exaftions with regard to fettlement, 
or fomething equally blameable altd perverfe. 

Those of either fex whofe celibacy is nof 

their fault, I am faitsfied will contribtitc in this^ 

way to the good of the pubiick without re]u<S' 

^Qce J and as- to the reft, if tlie kvy Ibowld come 

F 5 fi^oflii 
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from them a little grudgingly, it will be only ther 
juft punifliment of their fins. However at the 
worft, it can be no hardftup to be charged with 
a burthen they may at any time quit themfelves 
of by marrying. 

There is one part of the unmarried, who^ 
X am fure will be with me in wi(hing for 
the tax : thofe who are fo frcan the curfe of 
avaricious parents, who love their money fo 
much better than their children that they will' 
not part with a reafonable proportion of it, to 
fettle them happily in the world ; as in this cafe 
1 would have the parents rated for the children^ 
to the extent of their eflates, it would probably 
pi^t them upon laying out their money for them 
in a much better way. Befides this, I think it 
'y^Wl furnifh all fuch as have flill an inclinatioi to ^ 
cpier into the hoty flate, but are afraid of being 
laughed at, with a very decent excufe : an an- 
:\ cient virgin may plead, that really fhe had' no 
thoughts of changing her condition, but the 
ta:c is heavy, and it is very hard that a virtu- 
ous woman 4nufl be forced to contribute out of 
her fortune, to maintain the illegitimate brats .of 
other people : a furly old bachelor too may 
pretend difaifeftion to the miniftry, and to fhow 
that he will not be brought into their me^fures, 
may take his maid Betty to church, withput 
fearing the jokes of his club. But 
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But to be ferious : till a more affluent pro* 
Vifipn is made for this charity in a publick way, 
I cannot help begging leave to recommeiid the 
promotion of it to my readers : I hope there is 
no occafion to fay much on fuch a fubjeft ; all 
I afk is that they will go to the hofpital, and fee 
thofe who are there provided for, and if they 
ifetum uninlph-ed by pity and benevolence, thwr 
hearts are of a very different texture from mine, 
^d I may without breach of charity venture to 
pronounce of them, that they are mt made of 
penetrablejiuf.^ 



Numb. 14. Satxjkv ay, February 14, 1756^- 

Sudden Jbejloirms / Jbe rav^s f you tip the wink,* 
ButJ^are your cenfure ; . Silia does not drink. 

To Mrs. Singleton. 

Mai>am,> 

1^ N one of your former papers you were pleafed 
. to poiAt out to lis fome latent beauties in Vir- 
gily whichl confefs never obcuriTed to me, till I 
flw them illuminated by your pen. Youhavef 
gyeaus a noble example, in fearching Into the 
■ F 6^ hidden^ 
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hidden treafurcs of a claflic Author, >^^o never 
cao be admired too much, or read too often : 
If the Roman Poet has been blamed, for. the 
improper fuUen conduft of Dldo^ he has alfo 
undergone very feverq cenfures for hh treatment 
of queen Amatdy the wife of the good Latinus^ 
and mother of the fair Lavinia. " What an 
" ignominious death, exclaim the critics, has 
" Virgii affigned the queen of LatiumP She 
" hangs herfelf : where was the bowl of poifon^ 
*< or the golden hiked dagger ? either of which 
** might have fuftained her royal charafter, and 
** fent her with dignity to the lower world. 
•* Mailer Cotton of the Peake has humorouily 
*• ridiculed the cataftrophe of Jmata^ by fend- 
" ing the celebrated queen of Carthage in the 
•* fame manner to the manfions of the dead.** 



She mounts the table 



Becattfe though tall, jhc was not able 

To reach the halter, that mujl tye 

herfajl to doleful Dejiiny : 

Jnd having, like too <^pt afchoiar 

Thruji her plump neck into the collar, . •■ - 

ifc^ 

Thus, thus {quoth [be tojbades of night) 
I go, arj thus J take my flight. ^^^ 

^^itb 
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IFkb that fit from thi takhfmmg 
And happy *twas tie ropt vmjlrvng. 

I SHOULP neTcr be forglTcn by the idnurcrr 
dl this fpecies of wit, if I here omitted to gire 
the lines v^Kch defcribe the relcafc of Dido froai 
the fotal noofe^ by the many-cobur'd mtid* 

Dido ! thus I lit thee loofi 
From twitch offuffocating noofe: 
Which fd'.Jy andtojfing high her bladi 
With great dexterity y the maid, 
wonderful I even at one fide-blova 
Spoitd a good rope, and down dropped IMdOr 

Bo T to all outcries c^ the critics^ and to alt 
filch poor attempts as thcfe of Cotton, Scarron^ 
a&d all the buffoon-writers that have alreiady 
appeared or ever (hail exift, give me leave tty 
anfwer by aflerting> that their whole force united^ 
can never in the kaft degree wound the fame^ 
or fully the brightnefs, of Virgil. But their 
fete will be the fameas that raCh fool's, who by 
.Ihooting his arrows frequently at the fun, foon 
became fo blind that he could not dilUoguUh 
day light. 

The low^ inoooiiderate, hafty manner ia 
which .^VM/kf puts an end to hff own fife, feems 
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to carry in it as fine a morale and as delicate fa- 
tire, as. ever was conceived in poetry. Let us 
confider the charafter of that queen, and we 
muft then allow,- thar the meaneft cataftrc^he 
foiled her, and was almoil the inevitable confe* 
qnence of her ill conduft. Let me not of&nd 
your delicacy, Mrs* Singleton^ nor the delicacy 
of your fair readers, if I affirm that the chidf 
charafleriftic of Jmata, and the only particular 
very diftingpifhable in her, is her devotion to ^ 
the jolly God ; her Majefty feldom appears bnt 
under the full influence of his infpiration, and-- 
is generally^ to ufe: the language of inferior' 
mortals, half feas over. The imperceptible 
progrefs of this deteftable failing (I wi(h to give 
it the mildeft appellation) is defcribed diftantly, 
but moft exaAly, by the Swan of Mantua, in the 
picture which he gives us of Ale6to ; an inoF- 
mortal beings whom I really fuppofe to be the.- 
true and genuine goddefs of drams. 

IJnflslt the mon/ier glides thro' every vefi^ 
And breathes the fecret poifon in her breaft, . 
Nov) like a fillet round her temples roWd. 

Can there be^a more exaft, or a more pointed » 
defcription of the eflfefts of liquor ? It Aides 
down her throat into . her bofom, and from \ 

thence<r 
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thence rifes into her head. You will permit me, 
Madam^ to quote Pitt or Dryden, as I deem 
either of them moft anfwerable to the original, 
or deareft in conveying what I fuppofe to have 
been Virpl^s original intent. 

When Amata has fwaUowed down enough 
of the poifon to give her courage, and, not a 
fufficient quantity to take away her fpeech^ (he 
attacks her eafy hufband, and, if I may make 
nfe of a very low, but very expreffive phrafe^. 
fbe gives him 'his own. . 

Atfirft the filent vtaomjlidioith uifei 

AndfMd her Qoolcxfenfes by degrees y 

Then ere th* infefted mafs ivas fir'd too far 

Jn plaintive accents Jbe began the war : 

And thus befj^ke her httfhandi 

Dbtdbv. 

Talking gave, as indeed it never fails to 
^ve, new force and vigour to the liquor. I 
have known feveral of my friends, by the help 
only of two glades of wine, talk themfelves into 
• a ftate of ebriety. Liquids have the lame con- 
fequences, I prefume> madam, ia your fex, as 
in ours. EffeAs never deviate from their caufes : 
and the intoxicated Amata, who began in a 
maudlin manner, foon rofe into a more furious 
fbain; but I will not trouble you with too 

many 
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many quotatioiM. The Ladan queen, finding 
that what ihe i^d rather moved the grief than 
roafed the anger of Latmus, quitted him, and 
ruAied franticiy into the ftreet, having in all 
probability flopped a mcMnent at the fevorite 
foyal cabinet, to which, for the fake of dignity, 
I dare not g»re the appcliatioa of a comer-cup- 
tbord. 

But now the fpreading poifcm fir'd the whole, 
Ev'nto the laft recejes of^herJouU 
In her wild thoughts a thou/and horrors rife, 
Jnd fierce «iii jnaddiog through the Jireets Jhe 
files. 

Pitt. 

Th£M follows a fimile^ which if it were not 
a mofl apt aUuficm to AmatcCs wild ftate of 
Biisd, might not indeed appear fi^ciently ex- 
alted for an epick poem. 

Sotheg^flripKngs Iq/b in eager fj>ort 
AtoPy in giddy circles round a court y 
Jn rapid rings it whirlsy and fpim aloud, 
jidmr*d with rapture by the blooming croudy 
From Cf'rj Rxoke, JKes hximming o^er the ground, 
And gains new fpirks as the blows go round. 

PiTT. 

My thoughts were fo attentive to the aptnefs- 
ei tUs fimilcy that I bad almoft tranfcribed the 
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laft line, as the glafs goes round. Let us exa- 
mine the juftnefs of the image. A drunken per- 
fon kept up by the ftrength and repeated affift- 
ance of fpirltuous liquors, can fcarce be more 
minutely defcribed than by a top, fuftained en- 
tirely from the lafhes of conftant whipping. The 
top, if the laflies ceafe, reels ^ and is in the ut- 
moft danger of falling,. But what are the high- 
eft efFefts of thofe la(hes ? The fame as the ef- 
fe<fts of ftrong liquors. The top having jumped 
about, not from a proper agility of its own, but 
by the force impelled upCMi it, fells afleep, and 
fnores moft lethargically loud. The moment the 
flecp is at an end, the wooden body requires 
noore ladies ; otherwife, with an aukward kind 
rf rambling nolfe, it waddles, reels, and tum- 
bles headlong to the ground. By fuch a fimi- 
litude, Virgil's ftrokes of fatire, which are al- 
ways hid with the utmoft caution and bafhful- 
nefs, appear moft emphatically adapted to the 
mark at which they aim. But the Poet in fo 
confplcuous a charafter as Amata's^ thinking it 
neceffary to become lefs myfterious, unfolds the 
hints that he has already given us, by fhewing the 
queen openly and indecently devoted to Bacchus. 

&hefies tie town, and mixing with a throng 
0/fnadding matrons, bears the bride alongf 

mn- 
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Wandering thro^ v>oods and wilds, and devious" 

tuaysj 
And with thefearts the Trojan match delays. 
She feigned the rites of Bacchus^ cried aloud. 
And to the buxom God the Virgin vow^d. 
Evoe, ^Bacchus, thus began the fong^ 
And Evoe, anfwer'* d ali the female throngs 
Virgin worthy thee ahne .' fbe cried^ 
worthy thee alone! the crew replied. 

Drydeit. 

The meaning of thefe lines, aad of fomc 
other immediately fubfequent, fecms very obvi- 
ous. The queen, after having expofed herfelf to 
an anuizing degree in town, refolved to purfuc 
her Bacchanalian revels more at leifure, and 
lefs pubicly, inthe country. She withdrew ta 
fome diAance from the city, and carried with 
ber the princefs her daughter. As foon as the 
place of her retirement was known, fhe waa 
followed by a numerous fet of courtiers of her 
own fex : and then the Poet proceeds to tell us, 
that her majefty,. and her Latlan ladies, were 
guilty of excefles,, which from his defcription, 
muft evidently have teen infpired by theftrength 
and potency of wine. They fong, they fliouted, 
they danced, and praftifed every frantic wildnefs, 
that fuggefted itfeif to their thought and in- 
▼entioa.. But what rendered the indecency ftill- 

greater,. 
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greater, was, their pranks being executed un« 
der the maik of religoio, and the aifedation of 
rites due to a God. After fuch a fcene of im- 
morality, it was highly proper in the Poet, to 
bring the chief aArefs to a (hamefut and un« 
common exit. The cataftrophe is defcribed by 
Dryden in a very mafterly and patlietic manner. 

Mad with her angurfhy impotent to bear 
The mighty grief y Jhe loaths the vital air ^ 
She caHs berfelf, the caufe of all this illy 
And owns the dire effeBs of her ungovern'd will : 
She raves agaihft the Gods, fbe heats her hreajly, 
She tears with both her hands her purple vejl : 
Then round a beam a rumung noofefhe tiedy 
Jndf often' d by the neck, oBfcenefy died. 

Here we fee the horrors and the effcfts of 
a guilty confcience, blafphemy, defpair, and aa 
untimely death. But the cijeftion fUil lies 
againft the Poet, in having delineated the cha.- 
rafter of a lady, and more efpecially ot a qpeen^ 
in the odious light of ebriety. The objeftion 
might have weight, if, in the oppofite fcale, we 
did not confider that Jmata had in the moA 
violent manner declared herfelf sgainft Lavinia's 
marriage with Mu^as^ the fuppofed and ac- 
knowledged anceftor of Julius and Augujius 
Qafar. What higher compliment could Virgil 

pay 
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pay to his imperial patron, than to reprefent 
the Latian queen, and all thofc of her friends 
and fdlowers who ^vere determined tgainft the 
Trojan alliance, as a fet of frantic, mad, intox- 
icated creatures, averfe to every wholefome 
counfel, regardlefs of facred prophecies, and 
even difobedient to the diftates of oracles, and 
the venerable declarations of the Gods, 

But I fufpeft that the Poet had ftill a far- 
ther view. He wrote his JEneid at a time, 
when luxury and its companion intemperance, 
were at their meridian height in the court of 
Auguftus. I cannot help being tempted to infer^ 
that Virgil aimed, not only at defcrlbing tha 
general bad efFefts of Bacchanalian myfteries in 
the female fex, but at expofing the madnefs and 
follies which the Roman ladies were guilty of 
in particular, by too violent a devotion to the 
Son (rfSemele. It may be difficult pofitivcly to 
determine, whether or not the Mantuan Poet in- 
tended fuch a particular piece of tacit fatire, but 
it is certain that ebriety muft ever draw upon 
itfelf the fevereft and moft (hocking cataftrophe, 
ill health, ill humour, a painful death, or fuicide. 

I COULD wi(h. Madam, in the purfuit of 
your paper, that you^ who are a water drinker, 
would give us fome animadverfions upon an evil, 
from which the prefent age is not toully exempt. 

Per. 
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PjUMiT mc to fubfcribc myfelf, with moft 
pcrfeft devotion, Mrs. Singleton's, 

conftant rtfidcr, Jirvant^ and adndrer^ 
L. C. Johannes Amatissimus. 

Numb. 15. Saturday, February ai, I7S6, 

Marriage at heft is but a vqw. 
Which all men either break or bow. 

HVD» 

Good breeding is the bhjfom ofgoodfef^e. 

Young* 

1AM in the greateft difbcfs what to make the 
fubjefl of this day's paper : but let me not 
be mifunderftood, my (tiftreis is not from want^ 
but fuperfluity ; I have about five hundred fub* 
jefts crowding upon me at once, and know not 
which to chufe : I dare fay every one of my 
readers will know how to pity me, when they 
reflect upon the difficulty they have found at a 
fplendid table, of determining what difh to eat 
of; a difficulty which has more than once made 
me rife fafting ; in which I fuppofe I have not 
been fingular^ However to indulge my own 
lazinefs and in'efdlution, and at the fame time 
to give my readers- a faAionable meal, I will 

pre- 
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prcfcnt them wth a ragcmt, and to give it the 
higher reK(h« will compofe it of fuch various 
kinds of mental provifion, as I firft ^neet with 
in my larder of correfpondence, without con- 
fidering at all how the different taftes may mix 
and agree ; a method, which I am inclined to 
believe, is much in ufe amongft the French 
cooks in this metropolis. 

To Mrs. Singleton, 

Chea^dif Jan, 30. ' 

Madam, 

Though you arc a ftranger to the difquiets 
of a married life, yet I hojpe you will fo far 
compaffionate diflrefs you cannot feel, as to 
give this a place in your paper ; in which you 
will not only oblige me, but half the wives on 
this fide Tempk-Bar. You muft know, Mrs. 
Singleton, I have the misfortune to be married 
to one of the honefteft Mows in the world ; that 
is, to a man who fpoids his life in a regular 
courfe of irregularity, and makes no confcience 
of difturbing me every night at the moft un- 
ieafonable hours ; he is always the lafl: man ia 
the club-room, and when not a toper can be 
found fo honeft as to ftay t'other bottle, he 
con^ homci reels into the roomi like SuUen 

in 
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In the Stratagem, talks loud a quarter of an 
hour, and then very quietly refigns himfelf to the 
fweets of that repofe, which he has fo efie^ually 
bamfhed from his wife. I feldom fee him from 
noon till after midnight, but am left to pafs my 
evenings, unlefs relieved by an accidental vifiter, 
in the entertaining converfation of his maiden 
aunt, who lives with us. I have propofed 
feparate beds, but that he will not hear of, fo I 
have no hopes of ever fleeping again, unlefs you 
will charitably take him to tafk. 

What makes this worfe to me, is, that I 
have been ufed to a very regular life, and am erf" 
a fociable converfable humor : I married for a 
(Companion, and I aflure you, my fpoufe and I 
do not exchange ten words in a month, except 
I take into the account the converfation he 
forces me to hold with him at midnight, which 
I could very readily excufe. 

I REMEMBER to have heard my father, who 
was a man of learning, fay, that amongft the 
RomJ^ils, difagreement of temper was a fufficient 
reafon for divorce ; but as our laws are not fo 
good natur*d, I beg to know of you, madam, 
whether I may not copfider myfelf as unmarried 
in confcience, and endeavour to lighten the con- 
jugal load, as I fee moft of my neighbours in 
^e fam^ fituation do *, and as I am deprived 

of 
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of my hu(baad*8 company, admit that of fome-' 
body elfe, for pofitivcly I can bear this treat* 
mentno longer? 

1 am, Madam, 

Tour dijirefi^d humlrle fervant^ 
M. C. 

P. S. There U a very pretty gentilemau at 
your end of the town, who wants much to 
come and chat a few evenings with me. What 
would you advife me to, dear Mrs. Singleton ? 
I don't think he means any harm : but what 
flialll do with my aunt? 

Before I advife this lady^ I muft beg leave 
to fay a word to her hufband, and to defire hira 
to confider, that if a centinel will leave his poft, 
he cannot wonder at fiqding it occupied by 
another, I fmcerely pity her, and if flie could 
punifli her hufband without hurting heifelf, 
fliould not fo mucli blame her : in the meaa 
time, I think die maiden aunt's being with her 
a happy circumftance, and am glad to find we 
are fometimes of ufe. I can only recommend 
to her a certain quality, which I have obferved 
to be of great fervice in conjugal life, I mean 
patience ; for flie will certainly find the remedy 
file propofes much worfe than the difeafe. 

2 To Mrs, 
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To Mrs. SiNGLETOH. 

Madam, 

As you feem very zealous for the welftre 
and honor of your native country, I beg leave 
to communicate to the world, by your means, a 
projeft which I verfly believe, if put in execn- 
tioQ, would make us the terror of our enemies, 
and prevent all fears of an invafion* 

You cannot but have obferved, that the 
manners of the fexes are totally changed, and 
that the pretty fellows of thcfe days are as re- 
markable for a certain inexpreffible foftnefs in 
mien and behaviour, as the ladies for more maf- 
culine accompliftiments. Who that fees Florus, 
tripping along with thofe pretty mincing fteps, 
and Sempronia ftrutting up the Mall with the 
moft heroic air of defiance, at once the terror 
and admiration of the beaux around her, but 
would imagine they had changed clotlies for 
their diverfion ? 

What I would propofe is this, that the 
m^n, or rather the creatures who wear manly 
habiliments, be left at home, to their knotting 
and embroidery ; and that the ladies be formed 
into a. body of troops, for the defence of the 
nation, and commanded by the valiant Scmpro- 
G nia, 
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nia, and thofe other great fouh amongft us, 
who difdaining the narrow circle of female oc- 
cupations, have diftinguiftied themfelves by (hew* 
ing.that they dare do any thing. Only I would 
have it epaQed, that a fufficient number of 
beaux be allowed to folfow the army, to mend- 
and get up the fine linen of our brave adven- 
turefTes. 

I think it particularly happy, that as the men 
are grown unable to defend us, we have acquired 
the courage to defend ourfelves ; and that as we 
have left off all arts of houfe-wifery, the other 
fex are efndeavouring to fupply our places. I 
p.m told by an officer in the guards, who is my 
relation, that his ferjeant has the honor to teach 
feveral women of quality the manual exercife- 
. and a lady of my acquaintance never has her 
laces Wiaftied by any body but ker hufband, who 
has improved the fcience of clear-ftarching to a 
furprizing degree of perfeftion. 

Nor are the fair fex qualified above the pretty 
fellows for martial expeditions by fuperior 
ftrength and courage only, but by then* greater 
patience of hardftups. Jhavemyfelf feenayoung 
fellow lolling in a chair, preceded by a footman, 
in May ; and a woman of rank, walking the 
ftreets alone, and bravely defying the inclemency 
of the weather, and the rudenefs' of the mob, 
in December. 
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If what I have faid meets with the public ap- 
probation, I inay explain myfelf further, being 
as dcfirous to prcxnote the good of this nation, 
as the laborious Mr. JaoA Heariques himfelf, 
though I may perhaps meet with n« better 
focccfs. 

I am. Madam, 

Tour very humble ferv ant ^ 

THALESTRIS'. 

I HAVE juft received the following letter, and 
if what my correfpondent here tells me is true, 
which I am unwilling to believe,the lady, who^ 
ever (he is, fo much deferves reprehenfion, that I 
cannot with juftice refufe it a place in this papen 

Gray'S'Inn^ Feb. 17, 1756. 
Madam, 
You have profeflcd yourfelf a lover of the 
theatre ; if you arc really fo, you will take pro- 
per notice of an enormity, which I am very ferry 
to fay was committed By one of your own fex. 
A womaarof diftinftion the other night at Covent- 
Gardeh play-houfe, when an aftrefs was in a 
Very inteiefling fcene of a favorite tragick cha- 
raftef, marked her out with her eyes, and burft 
into fuch an indecent laugh of contempt, as 
made her incapable for fome time of going on 
G 2 with 
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tt^ith her part. The foftnefs and female deli- 
i^cy, fo diflinguifliable in the appearance rf 
this aitrefs, I muft own fo far prejudiced me in 
her favor, that I (hould have thought it impof- 
fible for any perfon to infult her, if I had not 
.been;an cye-wltnefs of the contrary. If the lady 
who was guilty of this indecency had no regard 
to humanity, or the civility due to an audience, 
yet ooe would imagine pride might have guard- 
ed her againft a behaviour fo very unbecoming 
her rank. Pray tell hef, madam, that (he not 
only condcfcended to the utmoft meannefs in 
4hu8 attacking one of her fex, who in that place 
was not allowed to return the infult, but that 
(he put herfelf upon a level with the loweft of 
the acKiience, by fuch an imitation of their 
manners. 

I am, M>iDAM, 

Tour veryhmiblefervant^ 
A Spectator. 

I HOPE this correfpondent fo far miilakes the 
cafe, as to fuppofe this infult defignedv when 
it was really accidental, and only the cfieft of 
that levity which, however ungraceful, is too 
common amongfl people from whom one wouUh 
rather expeft examples of pditfenefs. However, 
I could wi(h, for the honoic of the fex, that my 

ftir 
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fair readers would have a ftrifter guard on their 
behaviour in public places, (mce they fee the ill 
confequence of an unnjeaning gaiety fo impro* 
perly tim'd ; I fav unmeaning, for I cannot fup- 
pcfe any woman of diftindlion, or even any gen* 
tiewomsiny would defignedly be guilty of fuch. 
an indecent outn^. The performers may on 
this occafion fay with the frogs in the fable, 
confider though this is fport to you, 'tis deach 
to us. I may perhaps in fome future paper, 
obferve further on the behaviour of our audien- 
CCS in general, which is fucb, as makes us ap- 
pear to foreigners a nation of Goths : had fuch 
an affair happened at Paris, the lady, whatever 
had been her rank, would hare been called upon 
for an explanation; but this is fuppofing an 
impoi&bility, for aftors there are heard as they 
ought to be, with attentionjlill as night- I could 
wi(h our travelling ladles would be prevailed 
upon to import, with the follies atul fopperies 
they bring from France, a Dttlc of their polrteffi 5 
refinement in good-breeding is the moft valuable 
tcquifition I know of, that we can make from 
that gay, but civil nation ; and yet it feems the 
only one we n^left to make : I (hall be as gentld 
with my own fex as I can ; but fhall give no 
quarter to the rambling fquires, who, after 
making their native country contemptible all 
G 3 over 
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over Europe, return home improved in nothing 
but vice, and bring from Verfailks and Turin 
the manners of the bear-garden. B. 

v!<>c>ooo<x x>CKXx:5<:r.<><xxx><>c<>o<>< 

Numb. i6. Saturday, February zB, 1756. 

Wejhvard agiqin, the fo^tt^ 

^ Is nicely fmear'dy with fat of bean 

Before you fee J you ftnell your toaft^ 
. Jndf-weetifljbe whojlinks the ntoft. 



P«to&« 



To Mrs. Singleton. 



May it pleafe your Decency, 

RELYING on the proteftlon of thofe 
celebrated Old Maids, the nine Mufes, of 
whom I have the honor to be an unworthy ad- 
mirer, and for whofc chaftity I dare anfwer with 
my life, though few ladies charafters have been 
treated with lefs ceremony, I take the liberty of 
^ddrefiing this petitionary epiftle to you. Per- 
mit me then, in the name of thofe immortal 
virgins, who have ever been friends to cleanli- 
fiefs and fweet fmells, to lay before you a gric- 
yance, which I make no doubt of your incli* 
nation, whatever I may do of your power, to 
redref$. 

A? 
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As I have already profefled my paffion for the 
Mufes, it may feem fuperfluous to inform you 
of my contempt for ^money : this -contempt, 
which alway proceeds from a grealnefs of foii!, 
and is fometimes attended with a lownefs of 
cafli, does but too frequently lay its poflTen^ir 
under great ihconveniencies. Laft fiimmer, per- 
ceiving that fome mechanic?, fellows of {hallow 
rntelle<fls and low education, did not feem k> 
r-elifh my manner of anfwering their im[)crtlnent 
letters, I was eafily prevailed on by the impor- 
tunity of my friends in the country, to whom I 
owed a vifit, to make a fmall excuvfion' into 
Hampjhire, 

Accordingly on Sunday morning, as the 
roads are lefs embarrajfed on that day, I fet out 
from London accompanied with Horace, Ovii, 
Catullus, TihiUIus, and Propertius, and th^ 
image of my dear Fanny, in the language of 
pijetry, AJierie, You know, Madam> ihar a 
miftrefs is as necedliry to a bard as to a knight- 
errant, and I believe in my confcience of as 
much fervice to him as his mufe. With thefe 
attendants, who put me to no great expence in 
board-wages, I arrived at the feat of an old 
'uncle, v/ho having been a Weji^injier fcholar, 
god a ftudent of Chrift Churchy was an abfolute 
G 4 idolater 
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idolater of all poetical performances, from Virgil 
down to the Carmina ^adragejimalia* 

I SHALL not trouble you with a tedious de- 
tail of what happened during my three months 
refidence in the country, but (hall beg leave to 
hurry you back to town, only premifing, that by 
the affiftance of fome extempore epigrams, com- 
pofed perhaps a month before, I prevailed on my 
unck to enable me to anfwer thofe clamorous 
mechanics, in a manner agreeable to their vulgar 
capacities. 

M\ firft care you may naturally imagine was 
to fee the divine AJierie^ and accordingly the 
day after my arrival, I went to the countefs 
of ' s Squeeier*, where I was fure of 

meeting her, impatient to intreat her gracious 
acceptance of an Ode, written in honor of hec 
lovely trelTcs : and furely when I left town, (he 
had the fi».'.ft hair that ever floated on a female 
nc^k. I had juft entered the room, when a fer- 
yznt announced (c'ejl le hon ton) Mifs Fcmny 
and her mother : in walks Madam, and after 
her, Mifs Fanny you fuppofe ; no fuch perfon, 
I affure you, but old mother Cyhele, the Bere^ 
cynthian goddefs, with all her turrets on her 
head, Have you not fecn Doftor Faujiui on the 

^ A modern word, fignifying a crowded Dnim« 

me- 
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metamorphofis of Helen into an infernal hag ? 
HatFe.younot (ttn If ogartb*s idle 'prentice^ in his 
ftatc of terror and amazement ? Such were the 
look and attitude of your petrified correfpondent : 
after fomc time I recovered, and ventured to 
make a formal bow to this new acquaintance, 
when Mifs Sprightfy, having paid her fome 
compliments on the crifpncfs of her curls, beg'd 
to know how long her hair had been drefled i 
The queftlon feemed odd, but the anfwer afton- 
Uhing ! three weeks laft Tue/day, replies Mifs 
Fanny ? Three weeks. Madam, faid I, ha'n't 
you been a bed fincc that? Regularly tstvyday. 
Pray, Madam, don't that lay you under the ne- 
cefEty of drefling your hair every evening when 
you rife? Oh Lord, Sir, fays Mifs, fmiibg at 
my ignorance, a head properly made vpy widi 
pins, pafte and pomatum, will keep a month 
very well. As (he talked of her head in the ftyle 
of pickled pork, I ventured to aflc her whether 
the pafte and pomatum would keep as long : cer- 
tainly, faid Ihe, if prepared with the veritable 
iau de feur des arbres, t fuppofe, Mifs, faid I^ 
this faftiion is peculiar to the young ladies, a» 
the married are more liable to have their locks. 
difcpmpofed. Not at all, fays fhe. Lady Lazy 
drcfles her hair but once a quarter; 'tis true,. 
wc are injoincd lo lie in one pofturc, which to 
G s be 
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be Aire is an inconvenience ; laft night I went 

= to bed fomewhat earlier than ufual, and was 
confequeutly reftlefs, fo happening to turn on 
one fide, deranged the right wing a little, but 
Betty has racommoded it pajfablement kien. I 

• perceive, Madam, faid I, that a comb is a very 
nnnecefTary ornament on a modern toilette ; and 

'fo retired full of indignation, with my poem in my 
pocket, whiqh, though it would have conveyed 

' a tolei'abk image of Mifs Fanny three months 
ago, has not at prefent the moft diftant refem- 
blance of her, as you will eafily fee by the argu- 
ments of fome of the Stanzas, which I beg leave 

'to lay before you, relying on your candour, not 
to judge of the whole piece by the fatnple, ss 
no fpecies of poetry fufFers fo much by being 
flript of its ornaments as a Modern Ode. 

In one flanza, I had painted the foft radiance 
of her fnowy neck and bofom, breaking, like 
the flreaks of day, through the dark covering 
of her lovely hair, which lay difperfed with 
a happy negligence, (hedding rofes and ambro- 
fia. Alafs ! how unlike is this pifture, to the 
chizzell^d buft of the disfigured JfierieJ The 
fnow which adorned her bofom has fhifted 
place, and, converted into fleet, deforms her 
bead j inftead of rofes ft),e (beds thorns j and if 

the 
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the odoars (he diffufes are in the lead akin to 
ambrofia, I woald rather dine at a three half*- 
penny ordinary, than board with Jupiter. 

.In another ftania I ha4 engaged a band of 
Cnjrids in her fervice, fome of whom innocently 
fported with her fdken trefles, whiift others, 
more mifchieronfly inclined, employed their ar»- 
rows in weaving them into curious and dclicatfc 
net-work. This admirable piece of poetical 
machinery is totally deftroyed ; fofj alas ! th* 
Cupids, who are plump chubby boys, could 
»ever penetrate her pafte-works; and fhould 
they cfcape dafliing ont their brains againll her 
perpetual curls, they muft infallibly be trans- 
fixed, at you have feen flies by fchool-boys, on 
thofe enormous pins, which rival her hairs In 
•number. In my lad ftanza, in imitation of that 
imm(»rtaL Batterer, yirgU, who made the Scorpion 
contraft his claws, to leave Jugiiftus more room 
in the Zodiac than came to his fhare ; I alfo 
took the lame liberty with the hair of Berenice, 
which Conon the Mathematician, for even Ma- 
thematicians will flatter, had converted into the 
Conftellation of the Sevea-ftar s. Biit- no force 
of poeticai gonitis can whirl Mifs Fanny's incum- 
bered The half-W^ to- the fixed liars ; it might 
'indeed, confidering the combnftible materials of 
"^ 'G 6 .which 
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which it is compounded, with ai| eafy traofitioii 
be metamorphofed into a comet. 

In ihort, if this faihion ccmtinues, we bardf 
muft either throw afide oor pens, or provide 
oarfeives with a new fet of epi^ets, and where 
to look for them is the queitico). I have al- 
ready with the utmoft attention perufed the 
claffical authors above-named (who were as fine 
gendemen, and fond lovers, as they were ele- 
gant poets) efpecially thofe parts of them, in 
which Coma, Cranis, or Capillus, are to,be found, 
and I do aver, there is not the leaft meniion of 
Vither pafte, powder, or pomatum. Can any 
perfon without incHgnatioQ think of one dfthefe 
French architeffs, with his trowel, lime, aad 
nails, tacking up a beautiful length of hair^ and 
iocrufiing it with a compoildon oi villainous 
fmelk? Then, dear Mrs. Singleton^ m yoit 
love your country, as you are a lova: of nature, 
I conjure you to rcfcue the fineft ornament of 
the faireft part of the creatioa cmt of the 
hands oi thefe Bizarres, who doathiog putre- 
faAion under the modifh phrafes of iaut go^, 
and bien mortifii, have already corrupted the 
taftes and fmells of one half of our Nobility : 
inform the young ladies, that Ihrace^s defcrip- 
iSon of Pyrrifci has been always reckoned a convi 

pletc pattern of female eleg^e : 

Ciii 
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Qdjlavam nligas cotnam 
SimfUx MumHtiu i Hor« 

For wh(»n bind'ft thou 
In wreaths thy golden hair. 
Flam in thy neatnefs ? ~ MitT. 

WiTEREAs a modem lady's hair, drefl in 
€lt» relievo^ is the direft contraft of this : 

Cui duram atKficas comam 
Triplex JJmrcitiis ? 

For whom, with triple filth defil'd, 
Doft thou thy fbny treiTes build ? 
Triple, aUudbg to pafle, powder, and pomatum. 

Give me leave to parody another ftanza of 
the inimitable Horace^ which I really think will 
make no bad caricatura of thofe very fafhiona- 
ble ladies, who drefs their/ hair once a quarter. 

Twtdit me Gfycer^^ coma 
HorrentiSp Pari9 marmore durior, 
Et vultus nirmum hbricus afpici. 
Bruis'd by her Adamantine locks. 
Harder by far than Parian rocks. 
ScarM by the grimnefs of her mien. 
And ^ifage too much panted to be feen. 

«Anon« 

ANr> 
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Akd ferioufly. Madam, a gentleman, who 
(hoold happen to whifper one of tliofb ladies in- 
cautioudy, would be apt to break his nofe, or 
bruife his cheek ; as tbek ears are, without a 
figure, two holes, in a wall of coarfe iiaifliing. 

If lady Lazy's vipers dangled a litde more, 
flie would give us a complete idea of Medufa ; at 
prefent, I conceive (be has a ftrong refemblance 
of her more immediate anceftrefs Canidia. 

Brevibus implicata viperis 
Crines if incomptum caput. . 

Canidia crown'd ^th writhing fnakes 
Diflievel'd " ' -■ Francis. 

In (hort, ihe is eacaftly dreft in charafter, ta 
reprefcnt the High-prieftefs of JUno Mephitis, 
who had formerly a temple among the Herpiner, 
and was worfliipped as the goddefs of ftinking 
exhalations, and is at this day the deity that 
prefides over French Cooks, Fr^eurs, and Per* 
funierf. Lord Lazy, who is as great an oecono- 
mifl of his time as his iady, and has the fame 
well-bred contempt for cleanBnefe, cppies her 
cxaftly, both iia the times aiid manner of 
dreffing his hair. Conceive thay thi^ amiable 
couple, fwathed, filleted, and embalmed, and 
ftretched by each other's fide, like Harry the 
Vllth and his good queen Elizabeth ; live^ 

Iberci 
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there a man with a nofe who would not rather 

: pafs a night with the royal pahr in Weftminfter 
abby, than with the noble couple in Grofve- 

. nor-iquare ? I (hall conckde this tedious epiftley 
with once more commending to your patron- 
age the common caufe of combs and cleanH- 
nefs, and beg leave to conjure the young ladies, 
as they hope for hufbands who will turn to 
them, diat in order to reftore their hair to its^ 

' fweet natural ftate, they will condefcend to fa- 

1 crifke one tenth part of the time which they fb 
willingly beilow in difguifing it. ~ 
I am. Madam, 

With th mqftjincere refpecl 

Your real Jdmircr. 

P. S. One apprehenCon terrifies me, and - - 

I would have Mifs Fsjifiy 

confider whether ---the 

injunftion of lying in one pofturc may not ex-* 
pofe her to the attempt of fome enterprizing 
Lothario, and fhould her fear of 'deranging her 
favQuritc curls contribute to his fuccefs, J am in 
great doubt, whether that excufe would be 
thought' fufficient by the generality of the world. 
Second P. S. ThoM admit that Mifs Famiy, 
fitted out in her prefent hoflile manner, i; 
. armic duferjtifqu'aux dents, may, in the li^ral 

fcoCc 
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fenfe of the word wound her lovers very fc- 
verely ; yet as her weapons were fabricated in a 
mortal (hop, their cfFcfts nwll be very different 
from thoie produced by the caileftial fire-tipped 
arrows, which the Cupids purloin from the 
eyes of their mother Venus. 

Third and loft P. S. I intend to fiitirize tfade 
female warriors, and for that purpofe have re* 
duced them to two clafles. Thofe who carry * 
black Corkins I call Hedge-h^s; thofe who- 
are armed with white, Porcupmes^ How do yoa 
like the ccxiceit ? 

Numb. 17. Saturdat, March 6, 17^6. 

The bloom (yf opening flowers ^ nnfvMy*d beauty^ 
Softnefs^ andjhveetefl innocence fbe wears ^ 
And looks like naturt in the worlds firji Jpring. 

RowB. 
—————— h ought fi fair ^ 

In all the dewy landfcapes rf thejpringf 
In the bright eyeof Hejper^ or the morn^ 
In nature" s faireft forms ^ is ought Jo fair. 
As virtuous Priendjbipf 

AftZVSlAX. 

MY niece's friend, Rojara, came to towa 
on Tuefday meaning, to pafs a few 
months with us : ihe is^ really a fine cr^tnve, 

aiui 
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and has all that vivid blo<»n of youth and health, 
which mig^t 1)e expeAed at eighteeo, from a 
year's uninterrupted rcfidence amongft the DKy- 
^ds that people the embowering fhades of Rut- 
land : the purity of the air, and the chearfulnefe 
ariilng from the fight of nature in all her genu- 
iile charms, which even winter cannot entirely 
deftroy in that garden of England^ have given 
a life to her complexion^ which Rouge can ne- 
ver come up to,, and which even Julia iij fome 
degree wants. As flie has by being fo long in 
the country happily efcaped_ the barbarous 
hands of thofe mortal enemies to beauty, French 
hair-dreflers, the adorning of her head is juft 
whatmy corrcfpondent of lail week recommends, 
and has a great fimilitudc to the Egyptian Maid 
in Prior* s Solomon^ 



Her hair, 



Untyd^ and ignorant of artful aid, 
Adown herjhoulders loofely lay diJpUy 
And in the jetty curls ten thoufand Cupids 

i^kyd. 



fids ^ 



If we will credit hiftory and tracfition, both 
the King and the Poet were men of gallantrjr^ 
and no ill judges of female charms ; and if my 
feir country-women will not lillen to fuch hca- 

theniOi 
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thenifti fellows as Horace and TibulluSy I hope 
the cdebrated Jewifh Monarch and the Chriflian 
Poet may deferve fome credit with thein ; and 
perfwade them, that to depart from nature and* 
fimplicity, in the cmbellifliment of their perfons, 
is to lofe more than half their power of pkafing. 
Rosara's whole drcfs is perfeftly genteel, but 
fo elegantly plain and fimple, and fo void of all 
fantafticaliy modifli ornaments, that ftie will ap-- 
pear ah angel to the Men, and a mere -country 
creature to the Ladies and the Beaux. She is 
inoft unfalhionably neat and delicate, and ftrikes. 
more fenfes than one with the ickas of rofes and 
Klies I in a word, flie is, in every refpeft, the 
reverfe of thofc ladies, whom ihy correfpondent 
oflaftwefc^veryjudiciouflydiftinguKhes by the 
appellation of Hedge-hogs, wJiich animal they 
not only refemble in their quills, but in their 
love of dirt : by the way, I think Ro/ara, and 
thofe who imitate her, in ber external as 
well as< internal purity, may not improperly 
be cftll^ Ermines, I am fo pleaded with Ro- 
/ara's drapery, that I intend tp perfwade my 
niece, who is, in the drefling of her hair, a little 
inclined to the Porcupine, though ftill a fuper- 
ftitious votary to the goddefs of cleanlinefs, to 
Copy her; and if I can prevail on thefe two 
girls to be.bandfome in fplte of the faihien, 

and 
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and fbew the ladies how much thchr native 
charms are fuperior to art^ I thiak we ihall (land 
fome chance to turn the tide, and drive the 
Frifeurs back to Paris : I am. fpeaking here 
againft my own intereft, for by the aiGftance of 
thefe operators, the grizzled locks of an old 
woman of fifty look joft as well as the poliflied 
jett, or fhining auburn trefics of a young one of 
eighteen. 

RosARA was received by me with the regard 
due to her merit ; and, by Julia, with all the 
open, undiflembled warmth of genuine friend- 
Ihip : it was with fome fnrprizc I faw tears of joy 
in the eyes of both at their meeting : and after 
dinner, h«?ingfeQt thoa with d siarried kdy, to 
King Lear, I retired to my dofet, and from 
contemplating with unfpeakable fatisfaAion the 
amiable and virtuous regard of thefe young wo- 
men for. each other, could not avoid reflefting 
with equal concern upon the prefent too great 
negleft of this and all other focial afieflions. By 
all writers in times of fimplicity and virtue, as 
are generally the beginning of all ftates, we 
find this virtue celebrated almoft equally with 
public fpirit : whether we are upon the decline 
as to the laft I ftiall not take upon me to deter- 
. paine, the enquiry being more proper for a wri- 
ter of the other fex j but in regard to friendfhlp, 

though 
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though no fubied is, by the ancients, treated 
with more warmth and enthufiafm, yet amongft 
us, who are fo much wifer than tbefe whimfical 
philofophers^ a man would be looked upon as a 
madman w}k> fhould pretend to it. 

The name of friend, held facred by the beft 
ages, in our days ftands for little more than a 
favorite companion in midnight riots, or a con- 
federate in debauchery an^ vice : or at beft, 
one connefted with us in fchemes of intereft or 
ambition ; for one whom chance, not choice, has 
made our affociate in bufmefs or in pleafure. 

I WOULD be underilood here to mean the 
fHendfhips of the men only, for I by no means 
intend to include the ladies in this charge r their 
gentle fouls, efpecially in this town, the nuifery 
of finccrity and truth, are fo open to every vir- 
tuous afi^ion, that it Is ImpofTible to pafs a 
day in good company without being fenfible of 
the generous Mrarmth of fem^e amity, and then- 
pious zeal even for their abfent friends. Did 
you dbferve, (ays Mifs fidde^ how Shockingly 
Lady Truman was dreft the other night at the 
Opera ? I proteft it grieved me, for (he is my 
friend. Have you heard, fays another, that 
Dellfdjhkn went to Wmdjbr in a poft-chaife with 
Jack Wildair, and was out three nights ? I am 

ftirc 
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^relts tru6, or I would aot mention it, for you 
know I have a friendjbip for her. 

I COULD bring many inftan(%s of this kind, 
to prove the aftoniftiing force di femaie friend* 
flip but the obfervation of my polite readers ; 
will fumiih them widi examples enough to prove 
the truth of my aflertion, and to convince them, 
that this amiable goddefs, whpw we are told by 
ignorant moralifts, is fled with Aftrea to Heaven, 
in reality has fixed her refidence in the bofoms 
of the Britilh fair. Our inimitable EngHJh Ho^ 
mer Cays, 

A gerHrmsfriendfbip no cold medium knows. 
Bums with one love, with one re/entment glows, 
Onejbouldourinterefts, and our paffions be. 

20TU 

Who that is acquainted mth that inrq>arable 
pair. Lady Lavemore and Mrs. Afodi/b, but 
will allow they have lived up to the very letter of 
this defcription ? They fcom a cold medium in 
any thing ; and whether tlje infpiring Burgundy, 
or more infpiring Citron-Heater, invite to "bac- 
chanalian revels ; whether the fmart eufign or 
wealthy heir warm their fouls to gallantry ; 
whether the dear cards or enchanting dice call 
\o the joys of play ; they are equally in eameft 
in alL Have they not both, for thefc feven years 

paft,. 
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paft, burned with one love, that is, with oaie 
kind of love, and not unfrequently for the (ame 
objeft I And for the fame fpace of time have they 
not glow*d with one conftant and equal refent-- 
raent, ag^unft every woman younger and hand- 
fomer than themfelves ? Their interefts are fo 
much one, that they always cheat at cards for 
each other, being of Montaigne's opinion, that 
juftice itfelf Ihoukl give place to friendship :^as 
for thfeir paffidns, I have already laid enough to 
fhow you how much they are die fame. 

But to be ferious : perhaps our froaien clltne 
is unfavorable to thofe virtues which require 
warmth of heart and enthufiafm of fentiment ; 
^nd as it preferves us from the crimes of thofe re- 
gions where burning funs fire the blood to jea- 
loufy and revenge, it denies us in a great mea- 
fure the tranfport of animated vivacious af- 
feftions; and confines us in general to an>e* 
diocrity in virtue, as well as in vice. 

I SHALL conclude thefe rambling unconneft- 
cd thoughts on friendfhip with an Ode, wrote 
by the author of the two already publifiied bk 
this paper. 



ODE 
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ODET to FRIE^fDSHIP, 

X T^ more fond hvejball wound my brcafi, 
^^ In all his Jmibs deceitful irtft^ 

If corn his ctmardf'way ; 
J§nd now with pteafure can exflore 
The galling chains I felt before^ ^ 

Since I am free to day. 

To day with friendfhip III rejoice, 
Whiljl dear Lucinda's gentle voict 

Shall fof ten every care : 
Of Coddefs of the joy Jincere ! 
The fecial figh I the pleafing tear ! 

Thy noble bonds III wear, 

Whenfirfi, ill fated, haplefs hour! 
My foul corfejl Amintor's power, 

Lucindajhar'd my grief ; 
j4nd leaning on her faithful breqft^ 
The fatal paffion I confejl. 

And found a fbfi relief 

Myfiepsfhe oft was wont to lead 
Along the fair enameVd mead, 

Tofo9thmy ragingpaitil 
And oft with tender converfe Jlrove 
T o drem thejing ofhopelefs love^ 
. And niafie mefmile again. 0, much 
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0, much hv'djncud! whi^ life remains p 
To thee I'll cmfecrate myjlrains, 

For thee I* II tune my lyre ; 
And, echoing with my JweeteftlayT, 
The vocal hills JhallfiMk the fraife 

Of Friend/biii'^facredfire. 

To Mrs. SiKGLETON. 

Bond'Jlreet^ March 2, 
M A i>A M, 
As in the be^nmng of your prcfent underta- 
king you gave us reafon to expeft that your 
principal aim in the progrefs of it would be 
the entertaimnentof your own fex; fo I believe 
you are never fo pleailng to the generality of your 
readers,, as when the fubjeft of your eflajs is 
direfted cKitfly to the females : your laft paper 
was read with inexpreffible pleafure by me, and 
many of ray acquaintance, and I doubt not is 
as well received by all, but the Hedge-hogs and 
Porcupines ; but, Madam, it gave me and 
others no little perplexity to meet with fo many 
Latin word^ in it unexplained ; as you give us 
Englifli mottos, pray don't puzzle us with Ladn 
text : I ihould have fent you a very angry letter, 
if my curioflty had not been unexpeftedly gra- 
tify'd by a vifit from a relation, a ftudent of 
Chrift-Churchf Oj^ord ; who informed me, that 
4 • the 
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the words Camay Crinis^ and Capillus, are fo 
many difFerent names for the hair : and that the 
X^armina ^tadragejimalidy are exercifes in Latin 
verfe, peculiar to their college, upon the fub- 
jefts difputcd in the public fchools of the uni- 
verfity, the beginning of Lent, By printing 
this, your other fetoale readers will be poflefTed 
of the fame fatisfaftion in the prefent cafe with. 
Tour very humble fervdnt^ 
B. MARTHA ENGLISH. 

•Numb. 18. Saturday, March 1 2$ 1756. 

, ^ u This, player here 

•But in afiBioHy in a dream ofpaj/ton^ 
'-Could force his foul fi to his own conceit^ 
^hat'from her working, all his tifage warm'd ; 
ITears in his eyeSy di/lra^ion in his qfpe^, 
A broken vmcey and his whole funElion fuiting 
With forms to his conccH — — -^^ — — 

SHAKfSPEAt. 

I Was prevailed upon by Rcfara and my niece 
to go the other night to fee Barry in King 
Lear\ and I own myfelf obliged to them for the 
Very. great pleafure the reprefentation gave met 
I went with thre^ of my fix critical virgins into 
•H apart 
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A part of the houfe where we enjoyed the dou- 
ble advantage of feeing the play and obferving 
upon the audience ; and I had the fatisfadtion of 
Ending we were accompanied in our tears by 
jalmoft the whole houfe ; the young people ef- 
pecially (howed fuch ^ becoming fenfibility, as 
gives me hopes virtue has a ftronger party in the 
rifing generation, than thofe of my age in geae- 
ral are inclined to allow. 

I THINK it a great mark of judgment in Mr. 
J^arry, that he has thrown fo ftrong and afFefting 
licaft of tend.emefs into the charafter : he never 
lofes fight of the Father, but in all his rage, 
evqn in the midft of his fevereft curfes, you fee 
that his heart, heavily injured as he is, and pro- 
voked to the laft excefs of fury, ftiH owns the 
offenders for his children : without this circum- 
" fiance, his conceffions, when he meets with 
tliem at Gloller's Caftle, and his offering to re- 
turn with Goneril, wth only fifty of his knights, 
would appear a degree of meannefs 5 but we fee 
in his whole jnanner, that paternal fondnefs is 
combating his rcfentments ; and that he endea- 
irours, in fpite of aU appearances, to think them 
innocent. That this is the fenfe of the poet, 
(eems to me plain from the following paffage, 
^ben on CgrnwalP^ and Regan's refuial tp fee 

him. 
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him, he flies out into fach a very juft, though 
(bong paffion of aDger, 

The king woudffeak with Cernwafly the Mar father 
Woudtuith his daughter /peak, commands herjer*vict: 
Are they informed of this? My breath and blood! 
Titry ? thejiery duke ? Tell the hot duke that — — 

This rage is no more than thejr merited, but 
the father's love checks him in all the heat of it: 

Noy hut not yetf. may be they are not well. 

Wk fee in this line that his fondncfs is form- 
ing an excufe for them, though their ill ufagc of 
his ifervant, and almoft every circumftance of 
their behaviour, might have convinced him they 
■were altogether fallen off from duty, and therefore 
this performer's manner of playing Lear ap- 
pears perfeftly confident with the whole mean- 
ing of the poet. 

His figure is fo happily difguifed, that you 
lofe Mr. Barry J and have no other idea on his 
firft appearance, than that of a very graceful, 
venerable, kingly, old man : but it is not in his 
perfou alone he fupports the charafter ; his 
whole affion is of a piece; and the breaks in his 
voice, which are uncommonly beautiful, feeni 
the cfFeft of real, not perfonated forrow. 

H 2 I AM 
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. I AM apt to imagine, from his mafterly per- 
formance of Lear, that this aftor is cap^le of 
playing a much greater variety of charafters thaa 
he has yet attempted ; and that he is yet far 
from knowing half his dramatic |X)wers. 

Though I am naturally much more inclined 
^to praife than cenfupe, yet I cannot help taking 
t»otice of what I think a very extraordinary ab- 
furdity, which is the prefent ^nptanner of playing 
:the Gentleman Ufhcr : whoever reads the play^ 
4vill if I am not greatly miftaken, fee in that cha- 
jafter no :more than a faucy, furly, impudent 
fervant, vain of bis lady's favour : but in the re- 
prefentation, he is metamorphofed into a finging, 
Saucing Fribble ; and a comic charaftcr created^ 
xontrary, as I appijehend, to the apparent mean- 
ing of the author : I allow, that taking it ia 
that light, Mr* Shuter is extremely well in it.; 
but I think it treating the poet a little too ca- 
valierly, to new mould in this manner one of 
his charafters, efpedally as it anfwers no pur- 
pofe, but taking off our attention from the ten- 
der and noble fenfations which are excited by 
the diftrefTes of the principal perfohage, and 
.difturbing the beft emotions of the human heart, 
hy injipertioent and ill-timed mirth. 

r CANNOT conclude without taking notice of 
^J:ie appjiaufe Mr. Ryan meets with in the coun- 
terfeited 
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iferfdted madnefs of EJgar 5 applaufe which f 
heard with more pleafure, becaufc I am told, he' 
has played his part in the great drama of life in' 
foch a manner, as not only to defervc, but what 
fe more uncommon, to acquire univerfal appro- 
bation ; and that he has been excelled by nobody' 
in the real charafter of a worthy, dfefervingj- 
and truly honeft man. 

It has always been matter of groat aftonifE* 
m^t to me, that both the houfes have givert^ 
Tate's alteration of King Lear the preference to^ 
ShakeJ^ar'% excellent original, which Mr. Ad- 
difoTiy the mofl candid, as well as judic'ious of 
critics, thinks^ fa infinitely preferable, as to bear 
no degree of comparifon ; and one cannot help' 
remarking particularly, and with fome furprize> 
that M&r. Carrick^ who profefles himfclf {6' 
warm an idolater of this inimitable poet, and 
who is determined, if I may nfe his own words, 
in the prologue to the JVmter's Tale^ 

To lofe no drop of this immortal man, 

Aoald yet prefer the aduhcrated cup of Tafe 
to the pure genuine draoght crffered him by the 
maftcr he avows to fervc with fuch fervency of 
devotion. '^ 

As to Mr. Barry^ I thitik he wfts perfeftly 

ti^ttotsikc.thtLear which is commonly play 'd, 

H 3^ thac 
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that the competition between him and Mr. Gar" 
rich in this trying part may be exhibited to the 
public upon a fair footing ; I have not yet beeii 
fo fortunate as to fee the latter in it, whofe per- 
formance, I doubt not, is no lefs juftly thao- 
generally celebrated and admired ; b»Jt the ad»- 
vantage Mr. Barry has from his perfon, the va- 
riety of his voice, and its particular aptitude to 
exprcfs the difFering tones which forrow, pity, 
or rage, natorally produce, are of fuch fervice 
to him in this charafter, that he could not fail 
of pkafing, though he did not play it with all 
the judgment which in my opinioa he does. 

I AM diverted from the farther purfuit of this 
fcibjeft by a letter, the author of which exprcf- 
fies io generous a zeal for my fervice, that I think 
myfelf obliged to make every thing of my owa 
give way to him. 

Madam, 

Observation and experience muft havecon*- 
rinced you, long before your commencing au- 
thor, that to attempt by any laudable underta* 
king to gain^ the applaufe of the public, was 
infallibly to expofe your&lf to the cenfure of 
every malignant invidious detraftor, who ia 
proportion to his owc^ want of fpirit, capacity, 
or applicatiooi to rife to any reputable diftinAioa 
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m the world, is afSduous to obfcure the worllv 
and obftruft the endeavours, of all who poflefg' 
and are exerting any dlftinguifhing talents, ancf 
labouring to keep them down as mtich as pof- 
iible to his own level. 

To this {pedes belongs that tribe of mifchie- 
vous animals the little critics, by whom it can 
be no furprize to you, Madaitf, to be informed, 
that your paper, guarded as it is by your fex, 
purfuit, and character, fhould be moll virulently 
pelted and hifled at. As X am your conftant 
reader, and a zealous well-widier to your under- 
taking, I muft acquaint you, that I was tha 
other day in a coffee-houfe, where a knot of 
them was aflcmbled about a file of your papers, 
and, like witches round a ccMijuring cauldron, 
every one throwing in his invidious ingredient,, 
as the mafice of ills heart, or the phrenzy of his; 
head, fuggefted : till Tom Noifyy the attorney's 
clerk, filencing the reft with the loudnefs of h'^ 
vociferation, and the pert importance of his 
looks, expatiated upon the errors of the prcfs, 
very wifely taking them icx yours, and which, 
by the way. Madam, are fo very flight, that if 
your delicacy had not led you to take notice of 
them, I believe they would have been overlooked 
by almoft every body elfe. " This old woman,'* 
faj6 Tom^ " pretends to write, but can't fpell : 
H 4 ^ every 
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" every fucceeding paper has a long lift of cor- 
'* regions, of the mlftakes of the paft, and tells 
-* us that fuch and fuch words (hould have beeO' 
** fo and fo, if Mrs. Singleton had but known:- 
** it: for the deteftionof the errors is evidently 
** not hers, but from fome idle people of her 
*' acquaintance, who are fo good to throw away 
** their time in corrcfting her nonfenfe: but 
*' befic^es all her other blunders, the poor olA 
** loul's vr.tmory fails her: 'tis but the other 
•* Jay, at the end of her motto ftie gave us^Toung 
' ior Pope, and ia time I ftiall expeft to fee. 
^* Pofie for TMald:' 

Hr. RE Tbm's criticifm was crown'd with a 
loud laughter of applaufe ; and finding it would* 
be to no purpofe to attempt your defence any 
longer againft fuch an army of licentious block- 
heads, for I had now and then interpofed> t 
prudently flipped out of the GolRe-room, re.- 
membring the wife maxim of Hudibras :. 

He vjho lives t& rtin away^ 
May fight again another day^ 

I CHUSE therefore. Madam, to appear yow- 
champion in your own paper, and by throwing^ 
down my gantlet m that field, to defy TomNoify 
and all his gang, 

Thr 
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The errors of the prefs are equally vexations 
t6 author iknd reader ; the former iodeed has this 
oiAj confelation, that the evU b vdthout remedy, - 
and beyond the power of the moft fegacious 
judgment, or the niceft obfcrvaticn. Something 
wU cfeape mfpitc cf the greatfeft i^igilance t we all ^ 
know that thfe word notf was once left out of 
the feventh Commandment, aad confequently a 
rery fafhionable crime commanded, inftead of' 
hAng prohibited : quere, whether the fine gen* 
tfemen of this ^ have not thdr bibles of this * 
cdidon ? 

I COULD mention befidcs maiiy works, pnb- - 
lilhed at a very great expenee, and by authbrs ^ 
ef the firft clafe, with a prefatory page filled • 
v^th errata ; thofc therefore in a Weekly pftpcir - 
may furely meet wMi indulgence from the pub- 
Ife, though intention flio^ld happen to be printed '^ 
fftr inv^ticiiy and to inftead ci into. 

But not be too grave upon a iubjeft that ifo > 
little defcrves it, I 'fhali conchide with a Ilorjr 
which I know to be faft ; firft defiring Mrs. 
Singleton to excufe one word, which may ap- 
pisar a little indelicate in the works of a lady> • 
But by filling up the place of a letter with an » 
afterifm,' which is fuch an incitement to curl- - 
ofity.as may.rebder a paper the more Vendible, • 
H 5/ yoit ^ ' 
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you may preferve your own charafter aad dcco^ 
rum : I fliall therefore venture to proceed, 

Mr. Prhr, whofe rhimes iu his humorous 
pieces arc frequently half, words, fcnt a per*- 
fbrmance to the prefs, with a line diat ended 
with the fyllabk Del; the printer, who wae 
afterwards lord mayor of London, and cenfe- 
quently we muft fuppofe him a man of fome 
learnings thinking it flood for the Latin word. 
Dele, leave out,, omitted the fyllable and put a 
.flop to the rhyme. Prior fent back the proof 
iheet, and reftored DW *• the printer, who was 
well acquainted with 2>^fr, but knew not what 
to make of Del, compleated the line by printing 
Dele. This blunder entirely fpoilt the rhime, 
and made noi^fenfe of the pafTage. Prior, out 
of all patience, again blotted out DeJe, and writ:: 
in its place Del with a P*x', and the printer 
returned the fhect, ending the line by Del with 
a P*x, I am, Madam, once more aflcing par- 
don for the indecency of that laft word, 

Xour very humtle/ervant,, 
S. B. 

I AM particularly obliged to my correfpondent 
for this defence ; fince ts I fuppofed every body 
acquainted with the impoAibility of avoiding 
errprs of the prefs^ I did not know I had any 

OOt 
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occafion for an apology on that head, add confe- 
<jacntly fhould never have thought of making 
one. From what I have obfcrvcd, I am upon* 
a footing with other writers as to this incoa-^ 
venienqr ; and my great miftake I believe has 
fecen^ as my correfpondent obferves, in corrcfting 
them ; fince if I had not thus aiBfted in deteft- 
ing myfelf, I might, like others, have paflcd un- 
detefted. The very correft Mr. Fitz-Jdam is 
not always able to prevent the difagreeable cir- 
cumAance dF having his paper mifprinted; in the 
laft World but one, which now lies before me, 
you will find Tiberias, inftead of TiBerius, ^ 
miftake which the moft captious critic will allow" 
it was impoffible for him to fall into. And the 
learned author of .^/A^^an has three times in the 
firft 2&Jirey(ovJiery ; and as often in other parts- 
of It, faulcion for fauichion. To give one more 
example; in the Public Advertifer of laft Satur- 
day, at the end of the opera advertifcmenr, is 
this remarkable line^^ Signor Perellino will fing. 
ic-morrcm evening : at firft I imagined we were 
grown fo polite as to hav© operas on Sundays j. 
and that even the dear cards were infufficient ta* 
make that Jiorrid day fupportable to the gay 
world ; but upon enquiry I found it a miftake 
^ the prds, and that to-morrow Ibould have 
}l^6eD.'iO'nigbu- . * . . ^ 

. . H6k 'Tii.1,. 



d by Google 



($6 tat Ota MAfD. NP19V 
'Till this faint from my corrdjpoadent, I 
tSiooght to hare giveo tomt corre£lion$ of a pait 
paper or two at the bottom of tfair 5 but tbaolr 
him for making me wiAnr t I ihali tfaereCbre fa; 
foi: the ftiture upon this' point tt> the CnticHngs,- 
vrho are difpofed to be fo miaiite 10 their dnb- 
madverfions'apon me, Nvith the hero or heroine, T 
forget whieh, in Tan Thumb, " Ab, find it out.*' 

rf'fc ijtt lidr rffc rffc t'tir /tfc iTit- J^fc i^t- l^t^ l^iV 1^* i^fr t^*- 1^> tfTt- J^Vit^* i^> I^V I^k- liTfc- l^fc- 

W )ff i» i8r Tllr iSr WtHr %p W W 1^ 

NuwB. 19. Saturdat^ il&rcA' 20 1756^ 

ii__i. ^ vjafrior damt, 

ifnbred to /pinning, in the htm M^/hilN, 
She chofe the nobhr Pallas of the f eld % 
Mix" d with the Jirjl, ihe fierce VitCigofought\ 
Suftain'dthe idU of arms, the danger fought. 

j DftYD£M*S VmoiL. 

I Present the folloii^ letter to my readers 
as it came to my faatids : I Ihonld have gtvcn 
it a place m the paper immediately foUoving tbt 
d;ite of It, had I been then io pQifeiIio& of tht 
book meotioBcd ta r$. 

To Mrs. Single T^oif* 

Cambridge, Feb. iS, I75f. 

Ma B A My 
As yon are an Old Maid, are you not tbt 
natural patronefs of diflrefled virgimg^ l If yot 

thiftk 
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ihifik you are, I am perhnioi you will, in (bme ' 
fiittve eflay, etdeavoar to forward a fubferipdoa ^ 
10 two vdvmes of the Saraicea Hiftory, that 
^ere wrote by an Arabic pioMfer of that vni* 
wrfiey, and are^ now gsiog to be npd&aed by 
Mi daughter : ike it a proper 6bjt& of gsne^ 
ibfity> haviig latcfy l6ft a great part of what fhe - 
was worth* Sbeisaa u^^efldoos womaD, and on ^ 
<bat accooac, aswett as fereral cttbcn, wortfafj 
liie pankttlar nodce <^ the Old Mud* 
iam, Madam^ 

Tour confiant riddir^ 

and itficU V}ift>ir. 

'tnoMc^l afti a ftraifeger to the perfon wh^' 
4^ mis the ho^tf of foppofiog it in my power 
H^ forward dus Aibfcriptioo^ aad to the lady iof 
-^AkoXt benefit it ia intended, I aoi pot io to th^- 
be(^ n^iich I read oMny y wt iioce with plsar 
£u«« . It ba$ bcPea^kog out of prioti a,9d Is fo ' 
fV^ca^icavee^ that waatii^ ufQfkM^^fi/^;^^'^ 
%^ take a ix^fk view (rf \x^ 4&d having left tb^ 
oftly om di. t\yeml tnar conkt call my a«r% by 
kodkig, whkh is pretty oAea the c^, it waa 
£(me dme be£ore I could meet^Htb another : I 
have fiioceeded at laft» and find th^tii»e baa pot 
akeied my ofMotk of thb worifi, which I thifik 
fo vahubk a ooe^ diat it is^^ with, great fplcafttre 

lifaeat- 
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1 bear it is to be reprinted : that pleafare caimot 
fail of recdviog ooofiderable addition, from my 
JiDOWiOg it b to be publHhed for the advantage 
cf one of my own iexandfldiation, a maiden in 
the uitnmn of hfc, wboie undeferved misfbtv 
tunes, and amiable dmra^ter, concerning which 
i have made particular :enquiry, with the real 
merit of Ac book, give her a right to all the 
fervice I can pofSbly do her ; and indeed ta the 
proteAioa of all who either love gei^ns and 
learning, or are friends to virtue lefa happy than 
k ought to be. 

I FLATTER myfelf I fhall not plead her caufe 
in vain, efpedally with my fair readers ; and am 
convinced they w^ll not, at leaft thofe of affluent 
fortimes, be agatnfV doing a friendly aflbn to H 
deferring womao, vAiea it may be done at fd 
eafy a rate, as that of pnrchafing at a reafonablfc^ 
prke, a book which no lover of literature would 
chnfe-to be without. It contains a moft adive 
«nd entertaining period of oriental hiftory, the 
reigns of -^ittfe^r, Omar^Othman, and the other 
immediate fucceflbrs^of Mahomet '^^ and ir wrote 
with all the fpirit the fubjeft deferve» : the noeo 
tell «ie it is a treafnre of eaAern learning ; of that 
X am nbjadge^ but I think it4mcommonly amu* 
:bb%i the ladies wiU there find, with fome little 
variations, the ikvy from whidb :Mr. Ht^h€$ 
aook Jiis Siegf of Damafcw. TH£. . 
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The fubfcription, as I find from a printed 
propofal inclofcd in my corrcfpondent's letter, is ' 
half a guinea, five fiullings at the time of fub- 
fcribing,. and the reft cm delivery of the book^ 
^hich will be fcnt to* the prcfe in a few days, 
and be publifhed with all convenient fpeed : the 
names of die fobfcribers to be printed. I hope 
I need not recommend this in a particular man- 
ner to the maiden fifterhood, fince I am fare 
all virgins who are fo from ch<»ce, will readify 
contribute to the relief of chaftity in difh-efs. 

Subscriptions are taken in by Mrs. u^lrm 
Ockley^ thet worthy daughter of the author, at 
Chefierton near Cambridge ; and, for her bei^fit, 
by Mr. Whiflon,. in Fleet-Street; Mr. Millar, in 
the Strandi, Mr.. TPhunlbourn, in Camtridge; 
Mr. Fletcher, in Oxford; Mr. Creighton, iet Jp/^ 
wich ; and.Mr. Hildj/ard, in Tork* 

To give my female readers at once a fpedmen 
of the work, and an idea of die Saracen ladies, 
I beg Icavei- o relate a ftory which Ifind diere, 
in as Tjort a manner as. is confiftent with per^ 
fpicuity. 

In a battle fou^t near Bnunafcus, though 
die Saracens were, upon the whole, viftorious 
yet one part of their army was defeated, and the 
women taken prifoners : amongft them wasr6af<- 
lahy the filter of Derar^!m Jratian comroaoder. 
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tf woman of iilfinite fpifit, and uncommonly 
beautifol : her Iwrothcr was extremely concerndd 
for the ctpdiity of hie Mer, and made his com- 
^imSit to Caled^ dieir commander^ who bid him* 
be ooaiforted* ^ For we ha:ve thdr generd {»i- 
** fodcr, and feme odl^rsof eonfeqnentre, whom * 
<' we may escchasge for our own, and there is 
«' no doubt but we (kail find them all at Dttrndf- 
" tta^* Hawtver, at Dirar% pBrfwafiott, he 
toMved to tfy to tecbver tliem befote they got to 
the<:ky : OiiM therefore, With Derar, zui icuie * 
other k&derSy wMt ia fearch of the cap^ves, > 
and ordered Jim Oieiiah to mafth oit ffewly 
wiavtheartty/ 

Thbub weite amoffgft Ae women who weiie ' 
prffona^ fome of the ItamyariUs^ a tribe to - 
called by the ArahSy which they fuppofe to be 
defcended from the ancient Amakkitts, Thrfe 
women are inur'd to ride on horfeback, and fight 
ai» the Amazms Ai of old. 

The' Chr'rftian commander, tjrhen he had- 
marched with' the prifoflef5 and pfonder to fome - 
convenient diftance, made no hafte to Ddmafcits, 
but halted by the way, being defiroUs, if pof- 
fible, to hear of his brother's fuccefs; >^ho Jhad *■ 
commanded the other part of the army, anc!(,\ 
unknon^n to him, was taken prHbner by the Sa^ 
ra(fM': while they refttd, he ordered the wo- 

med'i 
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men captives to be brought b^ore him, and fe* 
le^d the lovely Caukh, Derar's fifter, for 
hia»felf : the reft chofe each of them, according^ 
to their rank, a mUbefs from amongft them. 

The Greeks after this retiring into their teiits< 
to rrfrefli tbemTelves, Caulak aflembled the fair 
captives round her, and fpoke to them in the 
following manner: ** Will you then, my friends^. 
" tamely fuffer yourfelves to* be abufcd by thefe 
** Barbarians^ and become handmaids to idola^* 
" ters? Wha« is your native coinage ? For my 
" part, I'll fooncr die, than, fiifier thefe flaves 
" to approach me." Opheirah, who was one 
rf them, t<dd hcr^ '* tjiat their patience was 
" not the cfFcft of cowardice, but neceffity ;. 
" fcMT, fays (he, ,we have neither fword, nor 
** fpear, nor bow, wherewith to defend cair- 
** felves.*' " But cannot we, ** lays Caulaby, " tak« 
" each a tent-pole, and fland upon our defence? 
** Who knows but it may pleaieGod to give us 
" the viftory, or deliver us by fome otbw 
'* means? If not, we fbali die, and be at rcflv 
" and preferve the boa<»- of our country/* 
Oj>heirah applauded her rcfolution ; they all 10* 
ijandy provided thcmfelvea with ftanes, and* 
Caulah commaiided in chief: " Gome," faid (hcj 
" fUnd roiind ia a circfc, and kave no fpace 
**' fof. theic iufidek to bre^ isx upon us ; ftrika 

« dowa* 
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♦* down their fpears with your flares, and break 
" thdr fwords in pieces." As ftie fpok^, (he 
ftepped forward, and ftruck a man, whahappened 
to be wthin her reach, with fuch force that he 
fell and expired. The alarm was immediately 
given, and the Chriftians came out of their tents 
to enquire the occafion ; the general called ouc 
- to Caulahj whom he had defigned for his mif- 
trefs, to know the meaning of what he faw : 
*• Woe be to thee,** fays (he, " thou Chriftian 
^ dog, and all tfade thy companions : our meaning 
** is to preferveour honor, and with thefe ftaveff 
•* to beat out your brains : come fbrwafd, ap- 
" proach your deftined raiftrcft; you may now 
•* receive at her hands a prefent worthy her to^ 
** give :" The commander laughing at fuch aa 
attack, ordered his men; to furround them^ and 
again take them prifoners, but without injuring^ 
them, and to take efpecial care of Caulah: they 
endeavoured to execute his orders, but without 
foccefs, for the women received them in fuch a ' 
mamier as baffled all their efforts : he then or- 
dcred die foldicrs to faH on them with their fcy- 
mitars, but they undifmay'd called to each other, 
rather to die with honor than live with infamy. 
He then looking on Caulah ^ and admiring her 
lingular beauty, attempted by perfwafions to 
diaw her from this eoterprize i he recounted bii^ 

^aft 
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raft riches, hb fine feats and gardeos, and of- 
fered her all if (he would pity herfelf, and not be 
acceflary to the death which muft unavoidably 
follow her refufal : but ftie rejefted all with 
fcorn ; ftfid he drawing his fwovd, and ordeiing 
his men to attack them, they had infallibly fallen 
a facrifice to his fury, but that at the moment 
when they were engaged, Caled and his party 
came up : Derar fpurred on his horfe, and fkw 
to the afliflance of his fifter, who, feeing him 
approach, cried out: " Behold, my friends, 
" God hath fent us. help.*** 

When the Greeks faw the Saracens^ their 
countenances changed, and their general, defi- 
fous to fave him(Hf, calfed to the women, and 
told them they were free, and begged their in- 
terceiEon widi their friends who were coming 
up : " Caulahy'* faid he, " I give thee to thy bro- 
" ther;" aad hurryiag away, anempted toef^ 
cape; but (he called after hkn, ** This ficklenefs 
** of thine is not after the manner ©f the Jra^ 
** bians ; wilt thou kave thy miftrefs, of whom 
** thou wert juft now (o enamoured ? But fhc 
•< will not thus part with thee." The noble 
Virago thea ftruck Ms horfe, which falling 
left him at the mercy of Derar, who juft thea 
came up with him, and at a flroke fever'd his 
kead fcom bis body l both armies then inftantljr 
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%ngtngcd, and the Saracens gained an entire 
▼iftory, which they owed altogether to the cou- 
lage and chafHty of their women • R^ 

Numb. 20. Saturday, Marsh 27, 1756^ 

No more the thirjiy entrance of this foil 
IShall daub her lips vnth her o-mn children* s blood r 
No morefball trenching war channel herjtelds,. 
Nor brtiife her fiow^ rets with the armed Hoof r 
Ofhojlile paces ^ 

THE converfation of this town at prefenr 
turns mnch upon one particalar topic^ 
enr fjMrited behaviour againft the infults, de* 
predationsj and perfidy of France. This inex- 
hauftibte theme entertaracd a feleft number of 
my friends a few nights iince at my lodgingsi 
till a later hour tfasm I chufe to dedicate to any 
fiompaaions except my niece. Amongft the 
fentkmen who &yoared me tlKit cveoiog with 
a vjfit, was Mr. Bellville, who, under fom^- 
pretence or other, feldom fails a day rf paying 
me what he calls his devotions. Ahhong^, as 
I have already Unted, I cannot hitherto per* 
fe£tly approve <^ his attachment to my niece^ 

yeti 
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•yet I am fer from being dlfpkafcd to fee him 
"iecanfe he has fach a (hare of pditcnefs, know- 
ledge, and good feafe, that he never fails td 
4re)Qder himfelf agFccable to all my friends, and 
Jovdy^ I am afraid, to One of the chief of them* 
fn difcufEng the variety of accounts with which 
our news papers fo conftantly and fo incon* 
gruoufly abound, we frequently hit upon fub* 
jeAs of great mirth and ridicule : but in exami- 
ning the moft rational and authentic of thofe ac- 
xounts, we nwer found any room for fufpicious 
fisars, or even diftant apprehenfions. 

Amongst us was doftor HartUigley^ a near 
relation, uncle by the mother's fide to captain 
Belville, He is a clergyman of an excellent, and 
I may add, of a difKnguiftied chara(^er, and is 
married to one of the beft and moft exemplary 
Avomen of the age. They have had the misfor- 
tune to bury all their children, but their mutual 
tmaiFefted fubmiflion to the will of providence 
lias expelled every gloomy thought .from the 
chearful but folid learifing of the hufband, and 
every melancholy reflexion from the decent and 
becoming viv^jty of the wife. When the doftor> 
who is often enticed to our tea-table, finds him- 
felf encompaflfed, as he exprdRs it, by a formi- 
dable circle of ladies, without a collegue of his 
49wa fex to prot«ft him, he feldom chufes to 

xJii^ 
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difplay his fendments upon any higher branches 
of learning, than fuch as feem within oar reacli^- 
and moft fuiuble to our fex and education ; but 
happening to be feated the other night betweea 
his nephew BeUville^ and his friend and pupil 
Sir Harry Hyacinth^ I overheard him, in his 
ufual modeft manner, break qut a little into the 
poUtician. " It may not be amifs," faid he, 
** at this time to recdleft that the firft invafipn 
** of our territories came from France : and yet 
<' really at that early period, there feems to 
^' have been no political temptation to invade a 
** country filled only with rough hardy barba- 
^* rians, as Cafar calls them, and neither en- 
** riched by traffic, nor improved by arts and 
** fdences. Tully had no great opinion of the 
" attempt ; in a letter to Atticus, he &ys, The 
** event of the Britifli war is waited for with 
** impatience; it is certain that all the ap" 
** proaches fo that I/land are fortified by ama^ 
** zing outworks^ and it is univerfaily known 
** that not a fcruple of filver is to be found 
** throughout the whole Ifland: nor are there 
** hBpes of any other acquifitiqns but flaves^ 
** ximongftwhom we mtiftnot expedite find ^ithier 
** muftcians or men of learning. Cafar was 
" fpurred on by ambition ; he had conquered 
<* the Continent : he was refolved to lead bis 
' '* troops 
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** troops beycMid the limits of the earths The 
** Gauls, by foothingand incouragiDg thebound- 
-** lefs ambition of Ca/ar^ indulged their own 
** envy and revenge. They envied and detdled 
** us as the fortunate inhabitants of the largeft 
-** and beft fituated Ifland in the known world. 
^* Thefe are circumftances for which they will 
^' envy us to the end of time, and they are the 
*' happieft circumftances that a people can enjoy. 
" Nature has taken fufficient care of us without ; 
*' our own unanimity and wifdom muft fortify 
^* us within." " Were that fame tyrant Ca/ar 
•* alive again," replied Sir Harry, " and at the 
'* head of his Romans and his Gaub, and were 
** it poffible for him to land, amidft the deter- 
*' mined oppofition of an unanimous people, he 
** would find a ftrange alteration In England z 
f* great quantities of gold and filver, no flaves, 
** but an immenfe number of muficians, and 
** fcarce a lefs congregation of men of learning. 
" As to the gold and filver, we would defend 
** it to the laft drop of our blood ; but for the 
" muficians, and the men of learning, Julia ex- 
" cepted out of the firft clafs for the fake of 
^* honeft Bellville and yourfelf, my dear doftor^ 
" out of die fecond, for the benefit of your 
** Humble fervant ; the reft fliould be entirely at 
*' his fervic^." ^ Onr friend Sir Harry will 

never 
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** never be ferioils," faid Belville, " I own it 
** gives me great exultation when I refleft upon 
** the glorious oppofition .which onr anceftors 
-** exerted againft Ca/ar and his legions. Even 
** by his own account the Romans fcarce ever 
^* met with fo fierce or fo obffinate a refiftance. 
** The Britons were rcpulfed, but they were re* 
^* pulfed rather by flratagem than by force, 
"^ That iEra however is at much loo great a 
•* diftance ; let us recall times more adapted to 
** our prefent fituation, and nearer to our pre*- 
^* fent day : let us confider the condufl c^ 
•** France under her great and famous minifter 
^* Cardinal Richlieu, who improved the French 
" maxims and politics in the moft deftruftivc 
" manner that Englandcvet felt. The truth 
^ of that faft is univerfally known and men- 
** tioned by all our hiftorians,but is no where {& 
"•* fully related, or with fuch remarkable anec- 
** dotes, as by the Count de Rochefort^ who was 
** one of the Cardinal's fpies." " You have 
•* awakened my curiofity Mr. BellvWe/^ faid I, 
•* by naming memoirs and anecdotes that have 
" never fallea into my hands. Pray tell us 
^ fome particulars." ** Not to night, Madam," 
replied politely the young officer, *• we have 
** already trefpafled too far upon your time ; but 
^* as foon as I go home, I will look for the book, 
% and 
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** and take care to fend yon fuch extrafts from 
" it as relate to the troubles fomented by France 
'* in the laft centary." Soon afterwards onr 
agreeable fet of vifiters left us, and yefterday 
morning I found the following letter upon my 
tea-table. 

Madam, 

I HASTEN to fulfil my promife, by tranfinit- 
ing to you a lib«-al, not a formal tranflation of 
ceruiti paflages, out of the manoirs of Monfieur 
de Rocheforty one of RichlUu's chief engines of 
wickednefs. ^he author writes to this purpofe. 

About three months after my return from 
England, into which kingdom and into that of 
Scotland, I had been fent with letters written, in 
cypher from the Cardinal ds Richlieu, as I was 
one morning, according to my ufual cuftomy^iat 
the Cardinal's kwe^ he called me afide, and or- 
dered me to go to a particular lodging, which 
he defcribed very minutely, where I (hould find 
a certain man (up two pair of ftairs in a bed with 
yellow curtains) whom he required to attend him 
that night at deven o'clock, in the houfe of 
Madam d*'Eguillon, his eminence's niece. I loft 
no time in executing my commiffion, and taking 
a full view of the ftranger to whom I was fent, 
I eafily recolleftcd that I-had feen himin Scotland. 
I I ob- 
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I oUen^d too that he fixed his eyes upoa oie 
in a manDer which (hewed that he wi(hed to call 
to mind my perfon and countenance ; however, 
smther of ns opened our thoughts to each other, 
all he faid was, ** that he would not fail to be 
** punctual to the Cardinal's appointment/* 
When the hour of aiEgnation drew near, I was or- 
dered to wait at the gate and expeA his approach. 
He had put on the drefs and ^pearance <^one 
of thdc crycrs lUs OuUUux^ who fell wafers at 
Aight through the ftreets of Paris : I had even 
keard him eryii^ that kiod of paftry^ware as he 
came along the ftreet, fo that being difguifed in 
fcch aa unfofpeAed manner, I did not even look 
at him tUlheaccoAedme. The moment he dif* 
coffered to me who he was, I carried him to the 
Cardinal, with whom he remained in clofe con« 
ference tiU four o'clock in the momingk. The 
ccmSexeaot over, tlie wafer merdiant came out 
^ the clofet, and I was ordered by the Cardinal 
to reconduA hun two ftreets from the hou&, 
and to lend him my cloak, the hour of crying 
wafers bdng long fLoce paft; 

Two days afterwards his eminence caQed me 
,. to him in private, and direAed me to find out 
Monfienr de BuBkrit fuperintendant of the finan- 
ces, \i^ was to deliver to me a certain parcel of 
gcKxls, which his eminence had ordered him 



to 
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to makeup : this parcel [^Balof] I was to carry 
to the perfoQ vfbpm 1 before meationedy and 
whofe new lodging was defcribed to sie as mi* 
nutely as the former : 1 found die bale (which 
was money) ready made up, but to heavy as to 
require a fmall cart to carry it : Moniteur tk 
JBuUion had provided the vehicle, and as foon aa 
we had loaded it with our mci^hattdizey he gave 
me a note fpecifying the fum, and the feverai 
fpecfes of money of which it confifted, defiriDg 
me to deliver the note at the fame time with the 
pioney. I did fo, and my new acquaintance had 
no fooner looked upon the note than he returned 
it to me> telling me *^ that I was miftaken, and . 
*« that certainly that fum of money was not for 
" him." I aflured him to the contrary, and at- 
tempted to give him very ample reafons why it 
was impoffible that I could be miftaken, but all 
my endeavours were to xio purpofe, he continued 
walking about the room in a furious manner^ 
and with a very angry countenance, faid, " Sir, 
** I muft again tell you pofitively that wh^ you , 
<* have brought cannot be for me, and therefore 
*^ you have nothing to da but to return with it 
« back." 

When I was convinced that all my argtt- 

ments were to no manner of purpofe, I fdlowed 

his advice and returned. But upon giving the 

I a Cardinal 
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Cardinal an account of my fniitlefs negotiation, 
he demanded to fee the byi of parcels, and no 
fooner examined it than he grew into a violent 
rage againft Monfieur de BulKon, declaring that 
he would teach him another time to do what he 
was ordered. I was then immediately difpatched 
to bring the Superintendant to the Cardinal, who, 
as foon as he faw Monfieur de BtUlkn, required 
from him the rc^fon, why he had afted contrary 
to his orders, in fending five inftead of fix hun« 
dred thoufand livres. Bullion by way of excufe 
told the Cardinal that, " in the laft converfation 
*' he had the honour to hold with his eminence 
** upon this fubjeft, his eminence was inclined 
*^ to think that the Man might be induced to ht 
** contented with the fum which I had carried, 
** and therefore with an intention of frugality; 
•' and from no other motive, he had endeavoured 
'* to fave one hundered thoufand livr^s to the 
" ftate." The excufe, however lame and fuf- 
picious, was accepted, but the hundred thoufand 
livres were inftantaneoufly ordered to be added. 
Whilft that was doing I was once more expedi- 
ted to the fame man, to affure him that he fhould 
be immediately paid the whole fum : I found 
him making up his portmanteau, and juft ready 
to go away. He put on the appearance of great 
furprize at feeing me again, and advancing to- 
wards 
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wards me, afked, " if I had any commands for 
** him?** I delivered my meflage of pacification, 
which in fome meafure feemed to have it*s efFeft ; 
however, not without vifible remains of anger 
he expreffed himfeif to me in the following 
manner :^* Unlefs faith is kept up in this world • 
" bufinefs cannot go forward, and therefore I 
" could not poffibly fuppofe that a folemn pro- 
" mife made to me two days ago fhould be fo 
" foon and fo palpably broken." I returned 
without lofs of time to Monfieur de Bullion, from 
whom I fetched the full fum required, and ha- 
ving delivered it into the hands of the ftranger, I 
haftened back to Cardinal Richlieu, who had 
wdted with the utmoft degree of impatience till 
fo important a bufinefs was efFeftiially tranfafted. 
Thus ends the anecdote of the wafer-cryer : 
but give me leave to add another paflage, as an 
annotation to it. I am not certain, fays the 
Count, whether my voyage [to England'] was 
the caufe, or whether it was the genius of the 
Englijb nation, which occafioned their taking up 
arms fo inconfiderately ; but the three kingdoms 
which now began to be difturbed, were foon 
filled with fuch confiifion, that the King of 
England, who, upon many occafions had given 
proofs of his ill-will towards us, had fo much bu' 
fijiefs upon his hands within liis own territories, 
I 3 that 
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that he could not poiGbly exert himfdf in any 
other place. 

The flames of rebellion, as you kaow, 
Madam, firft broke out in Scotland. The French 
we fee expended thirty tboufand pounds in part 
to kindle thofe flames. What fums of money 
were applied in England feems a fecret not divul- 
ged to MonCeur ife Rochefort ; but as he carried 
letters in cypher to feveral choice fpirits in both 
kingdoms, it is probable there were more wa- 
fer-cryers than one. 

How happy, I think, I may fay how glo- 
rious is our prefent fituation, in whdi we can 
deduce, from the errors, fury, and avaritious 
ambition of our anceftors, fuch advantages, and 
fuch profitable experience, as may prdcrrc us 
united among ourfclTcs, revered by foreign fta- 
tions^ and incorruptible to any ridiculous vifions, 
or fallacious offers, with which France can at- 
tempt to dazzle us ! 

I AM ever happy in any occafion of profefling 
myfelf, Mrs. Singleton's 

Moji devQted and faithful 
humble fervantf 
Charles Bellville. 

LC, 

Numb. 
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Numb. 21. Saturday, j^pril 2, 1756* 

A dream oWtook me at my waking hour 
77ns mom, and dreams, they/ay, are then divine. 

Dryoe^. 

I Received a card the other day from Mr. 
Wilmot^ Rsfara'% lover, defiring permiflion 
to vifit me, with a particular friend of mine, who 
happens to be of his acquaintance ; but I abfo- 
lutely declined feeing him ; for as fhe is en- 
trufted to my care, however well I might think 
of him, though, by the way, he is an intire 
fh'anger tome, I (hould efteem itan unpardonable 
breach of the confidence repbfed in me to ad- 
mit his vifits, confdous as I am of his prcten- 
fioQS to Rafara, and that their attachment is 
without her mother's knowledge or approbation . 
RosARA acquiefced in my refufal to fee him, 
and owned I was perfeftly right ; bnt a figh 
which efcaped her, makes me fear her heart is 
far engaged : however (he afTured me fhe had 
not feen him fince (he had been in town ; that if 
fhe had (he (hould have forbid him, on pain of 
her.difpleafure, attempting to be introduced to 
to^i and that (he would not give him any clan«' 
I 4 dcAine 
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<deftinc meeting, or "even receive a letter from 
him whilft in town, without my knowledge. 

The further converfation I had with this 
amiable young woman on the fubjeft of her at- 
tachment, threw me, when I went to reft, into 
a train of refleftions on the different advantages 
and difadvantages generally attending the mar- 
ried and fingle ftates of life, which dwelt fo 
ftrongly on my imagination, as to keep me awake 
half the night, and produce a very odd kind of 
a vifion towards the morning; which, as Old 
Maids are pretty much inclined to tell their 
dreams, however infignificant, my readers will 
not be furprized to find in this paper. 

I was indeed a little ftaggered in my defign of 
making it public, by the critic in a late IVORLD^ 
who in his complimenting Mr. Fitz-Adam^ on 
his being lefs difpofed to dream than other peo- 
ple, feems to condemn all vifionary inftruftion : 
however, I was encouraged by reflefting, that 
the SpeBatory vjhoy to ufe an expreiEon of his 
own) was a pretty fellow in his time, was much 
given to thefe nofturnal excuriions ; and yet 
every reader of tafte will be ready to fay in the 
words of the late charming author of The Caftle 
of Indolence, where he defcribes his friend, the 
I^fopus of the age, as a temporary inhabitant, of 
that bewitching region, which to the infinite re» 
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grct of all lovers of the theatre he feems now 
to have chofen for his affixed abode : 

Even from hisjhmhers we advantage reap. 

But to return to my fubjeft. Methonght I 
was, by the bounty of the Gods, reftored to all 
the bloom of eighteen ; and commanded to make . 
my immediate choice for life, of Marriage or 
Celibacy, which choice was to be irrevocable ; 
and that I might not determine blindly in an 
affair of fuch confequence, Prudence was order- 
ed' to conduft me to the temples of the two 
deities, which were fituate4 in groves nearly ad- 
joining. I cannot forbear digreiling a little to tell 
you the joy I felt at looking in the glafs, and 
feeing there a form fo very different from that 
which my too faithful mirror prefents to my 
waking eyes. Not the charming Counte/s qf*^ 
nor Mrs. * * , nor Mi/s * * * , ever gazed at 
themfelves with a more tranfport, in the happy 
moment of high drefs for a drawing-room, or 
ridotto, 

When awful beauty puts on all its arms; 

nor even the reverend Counte/s of Grizzle, frefli 

from the hands of her French tire- woman, loaded 

I s with 
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with ffcf, powder, pomatum, and paint ; difta 
did Mary Singkton at her recovered felf. 

My guide firft conduced me to the fane of 
Marriage, which was embofomed in a ihade of 
myrtles and oranges ; the linnets in pairs warbled 
io the branches, the doves cooed to thdr 
mates ; the flowers exhaled unipeakable odours ; 
and my heart danced with pleafure as I ap- 
proached the temple ; the avenues to it were 
open, and only guarded, by way of flate, on 
one fide by Cupid with a train of Loves ; and on 
the other, by Plutus, the God of Riches 5 I 
cbofe to enter by the walk which was under the 
icare of Cupid, and the little archer fmiled upon 
me with fuch complacency as quite put the 
Celibacy out of my head. 

On our entrance we faw the God, feated on 
a throne of myrtle inlaid with gold \ Ws counte- 
nance was gay and florid ; his airlinfpired joy 
and feftivity ; and his whole form Was uncom- 
monly agreeable and inviting: he was habited 
in a clofe robe of flame-coloured fattin; his 
head was crowned with Rofes ; in his left hand 
he bore a branch of Olive bending with fruit ; 
and in his right a regal fceptre, which through 
the gilding, which in fome places was worn o|Fi 
I could plainly perceive was in reality of iron. 
Love, Honor, Rejpedl, and Wealth, flood om, 
each fide of him ; and Pojlerity at a little dift- 
5 ance. 
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ance, with a group of boys and girls bvcly as the 
foQ of y^us, ibemed ao^oas to engage my at^ 
tendon : my whde foul was ovwcomc, ^d I 
was j»ft g(4ng to give my hand to Marriage, 
when happening to tarn my head I faw behind 
the throne Care with wrinkled brow and hazard 
eyes ; Difcordcrofwntd with fcorpions ; Jealoufy 
fttmg by the Furies ; and Slavery bearing a 
yoke and loaded i#ith chains, moll of which 
were of gold, aod the reft of fibwers rn the form 
of feftoons, which he, by a motion of his hand, 
invited me to pnt on. 

I STARTLED With hofTor at the dangers be- 
fore me, and begged of my guide to retire : file 
affared me tliefe &ntoms weie not the conftant, 
but accidisntal attendants on Marriage ; and that 
by her affiflanoe, which Aie prom^ed me, Z 
might almoft aroid her influence, and begged 
me to advance : however, as I could not get the 
better of my fright, I refufed to liften to Prw- 
dence^ and hurrying out of the temple, entered 
with her the grove confecraled to Celibacy. 

If my heart beat with rapture at entering the 
avenues leading to the temple of Marriage^ 
thofe which led to the abode of riiis (Witary 
Goddefs produced a very contrary effeft ; the 
grove was compofed of evergreens, which caft 
a gloomy and mdancboly fliade ; the way was 
I 6 rough 
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roi^h and thorny, and covered with plants of 
the nK>ft nnpleaflog afpeA ; no flowers perfumed 
the air; no featheired w^bkrs Araiped their 
little thxxAts ; the bird of Pallas whooted from 
the boughs, and breaking the folemn iilence 
caft a damp upon my heart w.hich almoft tempted 
me to return to the deity I had juft reje^ed : 
fliame however qcged me to pcrfevere, and with . 
infinite labor I at length reached the fommit of 
the hill on which ftood the ten^ple. I entered 
with reluftance, which was not leflened by the 
appearance of the Goddefs : (he was feated on a 
throne of Ebony, her countenance was fevere, 
her complexion pale and unaoimated ; fhe wcH-e 
a loofe robe of the pureft white, a garland of 
willow on her head, and held in her hand a 
branch of barren yew : Chqftity and Pride fup- 
ported her train; before her ftood NegleEl^ 
Contempt^ and Dirifion^ but as her port was 
majeftic and haughty, (he overlooked them, and 
kept her eyes fixed upon a very beautiful per- 
fonage at her hand, who, from her eafy com- 
pofed mien, I rightly guefled to be Tranquillity, 
As I drew nearer the cloud on the brow of 
Celibacy feemed to difperfe, and I could ob- 
ferve in her an air oi ferenity which had efcaped 
my obfervation at a greater diftance ; her whole 
form feemed more pleafiog as I advanced, and 

I was 
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I \va$ already iocHning to enllft tinder her ban- 
ners, when, on waving her hand, a youth ap- 
proached, lovely as the blnfli of morning, and 
breathing the odotirs of the fpring ; his air was 
noble and dUengaged ; his conotenance was 
floflwd with health, and fparkled with vivacity 
and fpirit ; his flowing garments which flut- 
tered in the breeze ; his carekfs locks, ^ting 
in wanton ringlets on his flioulders, and the 
rod of mannmifiion in his hand, difcovered him 
to be Liberty, 

I GAVE him my hand in a tranfport of plea- 
fure, and he with a fmile of approbation deli- 
vered me to Peace and Contentment, the con- 
ftant companions of his fteps; commanding 
them to lead me to the temple of Hdppinefs^ 
which flood at an equal diflance from the rival 
Fanes of Celibacy and Marriage, and received 
indifcriminately from both fuch as were intro- 
duced by the amiable pair who were now my 
conduftors. My joy at this command was fo 
great as to break the fetters of fleep, and reftore 
me to old age and wrinkles. However, though 
my beauty vaniflied with my dream, I have the 
fatisfaftion to find myfelf really accompanied by 
Peace and Contentment ; as a proof of which I 
need only remind my readers, that I am at this 
time of life, and in a ftate generally attended 

with 
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with fpkco and Ul-witure, one of the beft hu^ 
moured creatures breathing; and, infiead of 
gaddidg about to vcn{ my fpken upon my inno-' 
cent neighbours and ^nake other peopk tOBsdy, 
like moft of my iiflerhood, am, as you fee, very 
inojieniively UoCting paper, and wearing out 
my fmaQ remains of fptrits and eye-fight in the 
fervice apd f(x the amufement of my fdlow 
citizens. I hcardly wife, for the peace of fo- 
dety, every Old Abid in the bills of mortality 
was as harmlefsly employed I B. 

Numb. 22. Saturday, April lo, 1756. 

It were better tc have no opinion of Cod at all, 
than fu£h an opinion as is uniuorthy of him s 
for tie one is unbeliefs the other is contumely ; 
and certainly fuperjiition is the reproach of 
the Deity. 

Bacon. Bfl&y 17. 

AS the approaching week is confccrated al- 
together to rdigious purpofes, I fliould 
offend the mt>re ferions part of my readers, ^nd 
adl againft my own inclination, if I pitched up- 
on a fubjefl: for this day's paper which had not 
fome relation to it. Notwithftanding, I hope I 
may be excufed the mention of my being not a 

little 
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fittle diverted at the extreme m(»:ti&:atioQ with 
which a Trench gentleman, and a Proteftant too, 
whom I had known at PariSy exprefled bimfelf 
at a viiit I receiTed from him fome weeks paflv 
upon his finding that here we obierved no cap- 
Dhral as in his own country^ The entertain- 
flients in that ieafon at Paris and other places 
abroad he fpoke of with focfa rapture, he de- 
fcribed with fudhi fpirit, and lamented the wadt 
of them liere widi fnch fenfibility of regiet, 
that dK>ngh be ridiculed this preparatiye to 
Zieot, imder the defcription of ^viog fo many 
days to the D — If before they entered upon the 
feafon devoted to Cody jtt I found that my 
boneft Frcmhman was wilhing to he oat amongft 
them : hb Proteftant education and good fimfe 
made him fee the folly and empiinefs of tbe 
mere formal obfervance of the prefcribed ab- 
ftinences of Lent, as a compenfation for the 
Ubertinifins of the refl of the year, and e^- 
^ially the ihocking excefles of the carnival ; but 
at the fame time the vivacity fo charafbriftick 
of his nation, had made it almoft impoi&Ue for 
him not to partake with high relifh the joys of 
diat feafbn of feftivity. Diverted howefer as I 
was at my French Proteftant's concern for the 
want of a Popifh carnival, this incident, as 
^ften as it has occurred to me^ has occaiioned 

in 
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in me many a ferknis reflection upon the dif- 
ferent value of a true and rational, from an en- 
thnfiafHck or fuperAitious perfnaiion in religion, 
and their contrary ctBs&s upon the temper and 
conduCl of mankind. 

I HAVE often lamented in countries where 
the eflablifhed religion is that of Rome, the un- 
happy degeneracy which I faw before me, in 
:thc tempers as well as, morals of the people, 
.fiom the perfuafion, that an unwavering faith 
in the exdufive infallibility of their church, and 
a formal obfervance of its inftitutions, were 
more important to falvation than piety to God, 
than well-regulated affeftions in themfdves, or 
than virtue and charity to their feUow crea- 
tures. I have on this account been the more 
thankful i<M* having received my education un- 
der an eftabliflunent where we are taught by 
the very terms in which our common devotions 
are ofiered up to heaven, that all afts of reli- 
gion are defigned to improve us in good affec- 
tions and habits, all piety to God to make us 
more happy in ourfelves and with each other, 
and that the way to be blefled of Him for ever 
in a happier world is, as much as we can, to 
make ourfelves bleffings to oat another in the 
prefent. • ^ 

This 
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This I have ever taken to be true Chtiftia- 
nity, and this I have ever been perfuaded was 
the amiable and rational profeifion of the church 
of England. But it feems we have a fet of de- 
claimers, wearing the habit of the clergy of the 
church, though fome of them profefledly dif- 
fcnting from it, who inftruft us otherwife, and 
fet up themfelves for the only guides to faiva- 
tion, by teaching doftrines more deftruftive to 
virtue than the very worft of the church of 
Rome, I had often heard accounts of thefe 
new pretenders amongft us to infallible infpira- 
tion, from fuch whofe candour and judgment I 
could depend upon ; but as in a concern of 
this kind I think it weak to rely upon report, 
when more certain conviftion \% in our power, 
I went not long fince with a friend to hear one 
of the mofl: followed and admired of them all. 
It was at the chapel where he advertifes himfelf 
to exhibit upon Tuefday and Thurfday even- 
ings. With difficulty we were condufted to a 
feat, and not without the affiftance of a finaU 
prefent to ihe devout pew-keeper. After we 
had waited more than an hour beyond the ap- 
pointed tim6 for the preacher's appearance, a 
piece of infolence for which a regular divine 
would have been forfaken by half his congrega- 
tion, and perhaps complained of to iiis bifhop, 

an 
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an unhrerfal murmtir of joy proclaimed bis ap- 
proach to the chapel door. I fhoold not ia 
ja(Uce omity that I aflced a very pious orange- 
woman who {at near me, and who, to the great 
annoyance of one of my fenfes, had raifed her 
devotion with the noble fpirit of juniper, whe- 
ther it was ufual with him to keep them fo long 
in^pe£hition ? She told me, no ; and that (he 
was afraid the dear man was ill : and went on ; 
** ^adam, did you ever hear Mr. W-^f-^ — d? 
** O ! he is a fweet creature, a charming man ! 
" ah ! would they were all like him ! Thank 
'* God, I have followed him thefe twenty 
" years.** 

This charming man at laft amended the 
reading-deflc, and began with an earneftnefs 
which pleafed me, but accompanied with fnch 
witick gefticulations as foon took off the effeft. 
His tone of voice is vulgar and unnatural, his 
pronoundation provincial and harfh : however, 
a$ he read our divine liturgy, I joined him with 
thatferioufneis which this noble compofition natu- 
rally infpires. Thefe prayers being ended, which 
it was apparent the greater part of his congre- 
gation had much rather (hould not have been 
ufed, he iDegan io the pulpit with a form of 
devotion of his own^ which lalled the beft part 
of an hour ; with the folly of which I fhould 

have 
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hate been diverted, bad I not beea (hocked by 
the blafphemy of fome paflages, in Avhich he 
addrelled himfelf to the Saviour of the world 
with the lame familiarity as to one of his own 
omgregation. Bnt this is the lefs farpriHog 
when one confiders, that he modcftly receives 
frcMn his followers not refpeft but worfliip ; that 
they kifs the- edge of his robe, and follow the 
wheels of chariot (for this humble felf-denying 
man is maAer of a very neat equipage) with 
uplifted hands and all the marks of adoration. 
His iermon, which lailed ^>out two hoars, was 
a confuied heap of unmeaning rhapfody, and 
unentertaining, uninftruflive ftories; and the ' 
teodency of it, if fuch imconne^d tra(h can be 
{aid to have any, was to perfuade his hearers, 
that the way to gain heaven at laft was to re- 
peot the two evenings of his leAure, and be 
voy wicked all die week belides ; and that vir- 
tue and morality were hatefnl to the Supreme 
Being. As £ir as my enquiries have informed 
me, the fyfiem of all thefe new lights of the 
diurch, as they are called by their followers, is 
pretty much the fame, as my readers may find 
by confulting their writings. I beg leave ta 
quote fome paflages from the printed difcourfes 
of the apoftle of Southwark, who fpeaks with 
great cont«npt of all the dcrgy who are not 

pof. 
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pofleflcd with the fame fpirit of fanatkifin thzt 
he is, under the name of the moral gentlemen^ 
for advifing their hearers to treiid in^ what he 
calls, the primrofe paths of virtue. He boafls, 
that there is not a Jingle commandment but what 
he has broken : and thus addrefles his hearers ; 
Are you finners ? Do you feel you are fioners ? 
ENOUGH : my life for yours the Lord Jefus 
will hear y&ur prayers* Can any thing be more 
wicked and profane? or more calculated to de- 
ftroy all morality than this manner of preach- 
ing, in which crimes, provided they are con- 
fefled and acknowledged, are recommended' as 
a far better recommendation to the divine favour 
than a life regularly parted in the ways of fobri- 
ety and virtue ? The paflages I have quoted 
ftom this author are to be found in the Critical 
Review, the ingenious and. judicious atithors of 
which mafterly performance iiave, with true 
wit and humour, expofed the folly of this pre- 
vailing and pernicious fpirit of enthufiafm. 

But to return to Mr. ^— / — d. It would 
far exceed the bounds of my paper to mention 
half the glaring abfurdities in his ftrange ha- 
rangue ; but I cannot pafs unnoticed the a£tion 
of the preacher, which, though evidently taken 
from that of St. Paul in the cartoon of Raphael^ 
bears a much ftronger ref^blance to an atti- 
tude 
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tude I once faw a gentleman put himfelf into 
in defcribirig the celebrated boxing battle be- 
twixt Slack and Brought on. He difmifled us at 
laft, afluring us, that all who did not l)elieve 
the Gofpel, according to his account of it, were 
children of perdition ; and that whoever did not 
leave father and mother, &c, to follow him, 
wouJd find their portion in eternal punifli- 
ment. I give you his fenfe, not his words, 
which were too coaHc and Shocking to be re- 
peated. 

But by the mention of this upftart tribe of 
fanatics, I have been carried much farther from 
my intention than I was aware. It was my de- 
fign, when I began this paper, to have com- 
pared with the childifli follies I had feen prac- 
tifed at this feafon in the church of Rome, t}iQ 
parallel phrenzy of our homebred enthufiafts, 
and to have oppofed to both the truly fober 
and rational piety which animates not only the 
whole liturgy and ritual of the church of Eng- 
landf but the compofitions of her divines in 
general. 

The way in which they inftruft us to ob- 
ferve fuch icafons of piety, as that of the ap- 
proaching Holy Weeky is not altogether by an 
outward attendance upon the publick fervice of 
the chuirch, but by joining with it the unafFeft- 

ed 
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ed devotioa of the heart ; in the eztraoidiaary 
direSloo: of our fouls to heavea, to be employ- 
ing ourielveSy according to our abilities and 
wealth, in fuperior afts of chariry to our fel- 
low creatures, and in both .to abftraA our&Ives 
from all vain, felfi/h, and temporal views ; nor 
to fcek any other approbation or praife but the 
filent and happy applaufe of our own confci^nce^, 
nor any reward but what is to be found only 
in a far better (late of being than the prefent. 

Virtue is evidently the higheft good of a 
fadonal beiiag, and religion the great foppCH-t oi 
virtue. " Man" (fays the noble audior whofe 
words I have prefixed to this paper) " when he 
" rejletb and affureth hirnfe^ u^on the;, divine. 
^* protediim andfav&ur, gatheretb a force and 
** faith which human nature in itfe.f could not 
" obtain ; " a force to aid his virtue : but fuper- 
ftition fets up a ritual of formal obfervances, 
enthufiafm, the ecftaiies of a l^ted ima^na- 
tion, in the room of both virtue and piety. 
They extirpate from the minds oi men all the 
powers even of natural virtue, and ereft a ty- , 
rannick monarckyof infatuation and pstSSan in 
their place. In fiiort, as nothing U ftich a dc- 
bafii^ of human nature, or firikes fo much at , 
the root of all private aud focisd good, as a fuper- 
iHtious and eothttilaftick perfuaiioQ c^ reljgion ; 

fo. 
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fo, on the contrary, there is no armour againft 
the firsdlty of human nature, nor any thing 
which makes for the perfefting human happi. 
ncfs in all ftatcs and circumftances, like the rea- 
ibnable feith and fervice of Chriftianity : ♦' for'* 
(lays again thisa dmirablc author) " cettmnfy it 
^* is a heaven upon earth to have a man*s 
** mind'' (as this tcacheth) " move in charity^ 
** reft in providence, and turn upon the poles of 
*' truth:' B. 
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Numb. 23. Saturday, y^r/7 17," 1756. 

Marriage is hut a beajl, fome fay. 
That carries double in foul way ; 
Therefore 'tis noi'to be admir'd 
It Jbou'd fo fuddenly be tir'd. 

Hl7I>IlKA«» 

To Mrs. Singleton. . 

Old Bondflreet, April 9. 
Dear Singleton, 

YOU, or your correfpondcnts, have been 
often fo wife and fo learned, that I began 
to be afraid you had only hummed us in pre- 
tending to be an Old Maid, and was fome fel* 
low who had taken the petticoat for a diiguife ; 

but 
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but the dream in your laft paper fo exaftly de- 
fcribes my own cafe, that I am now fatisfied 
you muft be one of the fifterhood : I fled from 
marriage when 1 was young with more fear 
than prudence, but again refuming the latter 
for my companion, and growing daily more in 
love with that liberty and independency I had 
made my choice, I am as chearful and happy 
a creature as yourfelf, and though near as old 
am not without friends and admirers too of the 
other fex, witnefs the letter and copy of verfes 
I here fend you. 

1 am J dear Singleton, 

Tour moji humble fervantf 

ABIGAIL EASY. 

To Mrs. Easy. 

Madam, 

It is, I believe, a year, or if I were to ufe 
the language of lovers an age^ fince J had the 
favour of a line from you : but I deferve it for 
the liberty I took in my laft, to inveigh againft 
the cruelties oi your fex : I now hope to make 
my peace, by direfting my inveftives, more 
agreeably to truth and my own fentiments, 
againft a fet of petty tyrants of my own. 

In this point I am fure of your concurrence 
with me, as nothing I apprehend has more de- 
termined 
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» termined your choice to a fingle life, than a 
generous indignation at the infolencies of modern 
hufbands. A lady, to exprefs the charaftefx 
and definition of one from her own expcriem;!?,.: 
compofed the fbllowiag curious Vocabulary. 
** He is ({ays (he) an abfohUy arrogant y angry; 
*f abujivcy bluftering^ hwrijby brutal, ^hoierickt, 
^ fhuriyhy coxcwnical, curri/b, dicfaUrial, dear- 
" bought, dejjioticky exc^thuf, envious, fro^ 
*' ward, fretful, gloomy, gruff, growling, hu- 
" mourfome, tzififb, headjirong, ill-natured, ill- 
" bred, imperious, jealous, kingly, lofty, lord' 
** ly, morofe, moody, magifierial, narrowfbuVd, 
** noify, objlinate, over-bearing, odious, petu- 
*' lant, pojitive, queer,- querulous, quarrelfome, 
" rude, rough, rejiive, four, fnarling, fullen,^ 
^^ Jlubborn, tart, touchy, unreafoiiabte^iippifh, 
*' ungrateful, violent, vexatious, wayward^ 
*■ wafpifh, yelping dog in a manger." 

One would think that in the days of our 
fore-fathers, domeftick love, mutual confidence, 
tendernefs, and fuch old-faftiioned fecial quali-? 
ties on both fides, and the mofl expreflive de- 
cency on the part of pur Tex to yours, wer-e 
, taken by them for indifpenfible requlfites qf 
the conjugal ftate. In the form of foleranizing 
they have left us, and which we fliU ufe, it is 
called the holy eftate of matrimony ; which is 
K repre- 
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iicprefented as entered into for the mattrnt 
Jkiety, Mp^ and c<mtfort that the om mtght t^ 
have of tie dther, &c. m* which the ,g€hd man- 
felrly endows his hricU with all. his wdrkfy. 
goods ; and promtfis^ in Ac word Vforjhipy t» 
be hi all his deportment the mdl refpeEtfiil 2mSt 
obliging Cloture in the worfd to her. But 
'^vhatever is prormfed^ no foch laatter yr^ to^^^ 
f5 JO b^ expcfted in performance : for, 

t ■ ■ ■ Jfter matrimfny^s over. 
He that holds out but half a hver, 
De/ervef, for ev'ry minute^ more 
Thm half a year of love before, 

What a furprifing alteration in the beha» 
f^iour of two perfons to orie another will rvtro or 
, month's In this holy flate pr'odu(:e ! From the 
/flay of marria^ the delicacy, cbmplaiftnce, ad- 
miration, and raptures of the lover gradually 
di^ away ; jind intimacy, inftead of pfotnofing 
the growth of love, begets indifference. Sir 
leaves his civiiity, and Madam her r'efefvfe, ^vith 
tlie company they vifit : for of what ufe are 
they af home ! Thus he grows gloomy in his^ ^ 
xtountenance and furly in his difeourfe; ftie, fro-; 
vnrd in her looks and petulant in her replies. " 
I jg:NO\v a gentleman, who thinks he can iil- 
wats diftipgulfc m^ ^d wife, in any jiace 

wbatr 
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whatever, by certain peculiarities in their be- 
hawbur. If (fays he) two of difFerent fexes, 
upon Eftle or no occafion, are continually find- 
ing- fault with and correfting one another in 
compaay, you may affure yourfelf they are man 
and wife. 

If a gentleman and lady are feen fitting in 
die fame coach in profound filence, or looking 
cut at tiiebppofite windows, never imagine they 
mean any harm to one anotlier ; tA^y are honejt" 
iy married. 

It a lady accidentally lets fall a glove or a 
fan, and a gentleman next to her kindly tells 
her df i^, that ftie may take it up herfclf ; Wi.-.'z 
and 'Jvife, . 

If you fee a tady prefentlng a gentleman wkli 
fomething at arm's length, her head turned 
another way, fpeaking to him witli a look and 
accent different from that which flie ufes to 
ckhers ; it is her hi/hand» 

If you fee a man and woman walking in the 
fields }n a direft line twenty yards diftant frofei 
each other ; the man ftriding over a ftile and 
going on without ceremony, the woman, Tike 
poor Creufa] lagging behind, you tnay fwcar 
they are man and wife. 

If you fee a lady whofc beauty and carriage 
attrad the eyes and engage the attention and 
K 2 ' re- 
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and refpeft of all the company prefent, except 
certmn gentleman, who fpeaks to her in a 
rough accent, totally unaffefted with her charms ; 
aflf, and you are told ; it is her hiyiand wb^t 
marriedJjer for love. 

If you fee a gentleman who is courteons, 
obliging, and good-natured tg every body, ex- 
cept a certain female who lives under the fame 
roof with him, ijiakp jip ^^uiries ; it is his 
fipife. 

. In short, if at any time you find a male 
«nd female continually jarring, checking, and 
thwarting one another, upder the kindeft ap* 
pellations, as nay. dear^.my life,^ <ifc. M^nand 
wife infallibly. 

But pardon me, madaqj, I promifed to cpn» 
fine 'my cenfures to my own fe^;. And indeed 
diere theft evils generally begin. The wif? i^ 
only what the hufband m^ikes hpr, Complaifant; 
and affedionate behaviour has certainly very 
great influence with the fpfter fex: but when 
the lover i? changed into th^ tyrant, when the 
hufband afTum^s the Bajbaw, and treats her as 
a flave, whom before he adored as ^n angel, it 
caniiQt bp expefted but his inconflancy fliould 
J)eget her contempt, and his infolen^e her aver/ion. 
The grand fource of all matrimonial evil is, 
f^ ^wift fays ver^ finely, though he partially re-^ 

ftrains 
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ftrains it to One fex only, • that ' gentlemen as 

* 'well as' ladies fpend their time in making nets^ 

* not in making cages :' men I am fare, from all 
my obfervation, whatever pains tf^ey take fo get 
a hearty feldom take any to keep one, I would 
add more, but have already kept you too long 
from the 'far better entertainment of your own 
thoughts, and have ftill to trefpafs further upon 
your time with a copy of verfes. The quality 
which makes the faibjeft of them, 1 have at- 
tempted to defcribe as I have fqen it eminently 
difplayed in a Hving original. She is a maide» 
lady about you^ own age, and does not live very 
far from you. I. fay no more, but that I am, 
with unfeigned frienddiip and affet^ion. 

Madam, 

Tour mqft obedient y and ^ 
fioji humble fervanty 
J. R. 



On Sf W E E T N E S S, ta - 

r\ F damajk cheeks and radiarK eye^ 
^^ Let other poets tell ; 
Within the bofom of the fair 
Su^rior beauties dwell. 



K 3, TiSirf^r 
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7here all the JJfrightly cbarms^ of wii 

In foft njfemblage play ; 
There ev'ry fnccd virtue Jbedt 

ItsintelleShtalray. 

But, as the fun's refulgent light 

Heav'n^s wide expanfe refines^ 
hlthfovereign lujire^ thro" the foul, 

Celejiial SlVEETNESSfbines. 

This mental beam dilates the heart, 

Jndfmiles upon the face ; 
A harmonizes evVy thought, 

And heightens eiPry grace. 

One glimpfe canfooth the troubled- breo/f. 

The heaving figh rejlrcdn ; 
Can make the bed officlnefs pUafe, 
Andficp the fenfetff pain. 

k'spoiv^r can charm thefavage hearty 

The tyrant's pity- move ; 
Tofmiles convert the luildefi rage, 

And melt the foul to hve. 

When Sweetnefs beams upon the throne. 

In majejty benign^ 
The awful Jplendors of a crown 
' With milder lufir)ffhlne, *Jh 
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Jnfcenes of.p(nj$rty and.woe. 

Where melancholy dwells, 

The influence of this living ray 

The dreary gloom di/pells. 

Thus when the blooming faring returrss 

To chear the mournful plains ; 
Thro* earth and air, with genial warmif^f 

Etherial nuldnefs reigns. 

Beneath its bright ^ aujpicious ieants. 

No boi/i'rous pajfions rife f 
Morofenefs quits the fmiling fcene^ 

And baleful difcord flies* 

A thufand namelefs beauties fpring^ 

A thoufand virtues glow ; 
A blooming train of Joys appear. 

And encttefs blejfings fow. 

Unbounded Ch^rtty £fplays . 

Her fympathizing Sal^ms ; 
And FriendfliipV httre and heavenly ffarw 

The gen'roiis hofom warms. 

Almighty Love exfrts his powV, 

Andfpreads with fecrei art 
Afoftfenf(^tion thro" the frame, 
,' ^ A t raft/port thro' the heart. /R^" 
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Norjball the ftonns of age ^ which cloud 

Each gleam of airy joy, 
Jnd hlaji the gaudy fiowrs of pride ^ 

Thefe blcf efeSs dejtroy. 

When that fur form (hall fink in yearSy 

And all thofe' graces fly ; 
The beauty of thy heavenly mind 

Shall length of days defy. 

^ JR. 

Numb. 24. Saturday, Jpril 24, iJS^* 



J trujly Cojfip ; 

Full welt thefecrets of myfoulfhe knew. 
Better than e'erour pari/b priejt could do. 
To her I told whatever could befall 

■■ ■ ■ What mojl I fhould conceal. 

To her I made nofcruple to reveal. 

Madam, 

I LOOK upon your paper as a kind of con- 
feffional chair to our whole fex. We may 
come to you veiled, and freely unburthen our- 
lelves of our fins, and, I hope, unlefs they are 
of a very enoooous nature, we (hall receive ab- 

Ib)otj0i« 
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folution. Be that as it may, I ftiall venture to* 
cxpofe to you certain anecdotes of my own life;- 
in which, young as I am, there has hitherto^ 
happened a perpetual feries of ftrange inci^ 
dents and unfortunate adventures, all ariflng 
&om die fame fource« 

I WAS {carce out of my infatfty, when I 
fhewed an inquifitivenefs of temper that at firft- 
gave pleafure and received applaufe, becaufe it 
was looked upon as an early and impatient de- 
fir« of knowledge and improvement: but this 
fuppofed good omen foon afterwards received a 
very diflFerent explanation, becaufe $il the cir- 
cumftances, charafters, and accounts, which P 
gathered in by wholefale, I retailed in fuch a> 
manner, and to fay truth with fo much appa- 
rent malice, that I put my friends and relations, 
and the whole tribe of ftrvants, into a ftate of 
enmity tovmrds each other ; fo that they agreed' 
in no one point but aversion to me, and* dread of 
my prying and tattling; Yet I proteft I had no 
very evil defigft ; my only aim \Vas to learn' 
what each perfon would fay of the other, arfd 
who were the greateft and trueft favorites of an 
old aunt, whom cither by inftinft or informa- 
tion I difcovered to be the abfdute governefs 
of both my parents. 
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Finding anuniverfal cautioaaad fccrecy ex- 
erted againft me oa every fide, efpecially by 1117 
father and mother, who fcarce ever fpoke befoire 
me, I refolved one night to creep under their 
bed, and hear what they faid to- each other, - 
when they fuppofed themfdves alone. As I lay 
in a clofet within their chamber, I could eafily 
put my de/ign into execution, which I did,. 
while the family wa& at fupper below flairs. I 
haJ no fooner crept into my cavern, and laid 
myfelf at full taogth amidft duft and fpider$>. 
than I fell afleep. Not long afterwards, my 
niother c6nuDg into the, room, and hearing a- 
thief, as (he fuppofed, fnoring under her bcd^ 
ran down afFrightcd to alarm her hufcand and 
the fervants, who all came up- anned with va- 
rious weapons, and fully determined to deftroy 
the cut-throat before they dragged him out of 
Ills lurking hole. Their arrival awakened m^,. 
nnd not well knowing where I was> I thruft 
out my head toffee what was diematter. This 
euiiofity probably faved my life : but my father,. 
who had a poker in his hand, as fbon as he fajv 
me, exchanged it for a horfe-whip, which, 
with great rage, he exerted upon foimp^tincnt 
a fpy, and (o bold anr intruder upon his privacy. 

Time had fcarce expunged the marks of the 
horfe whip> when oj^ferving my two brothers 
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^^uenrly to climb up a large old qjierry-trce in 
the kitcheoegarden, and feeing them bring from 
, thence a cojleftion.of fmall birds alive, a}l ., 
. ftanding tamely in a row together upon a twig^ 
r QVQi every atom of curiofity.was roiized within 
♦fifty little ib«l. , I grew uneafy, and melancholy, 
.in a manner, that in a more adult perfon might 
, have been n4ftaken for love ; I lofi my appetite, 
.aad was fufpefted of eating chalk ; I could not 
:flcep, and my refllefsnefs was attributed to^ 
. reading novels. But alas ! thefe were not the 
caufes : the birds had murdered fleep : nor was^ 
^it poflible I could eat,, when anundijgefted fecrec 
vfiuck inr my tjiroat, and lay like a bone acrofsf> 
,9iy jftomach: in this hnguid condition I re* 
-maincd fomc weeksi The cunning of my in- 
.^uiries was to no purpofe ; my brothers treatecf^ 
• me as a tell-tale, s^d abufed me in the teizing: 
;ftyleandjeering language of fchoolboys': on the' 
. other hand, I was too clofely watched ever to * 
.flip into the garden. At length a lucky hour 
, arrived, it was when' my aunt lay confined by' 
the gout, my father was engaged in a foxchace, 
and the dutchefs of Longprate was vrfiting my ' 
^ mamma. As I imagined thefe fort of little 
. birds OMiibntly came and furrendered them- 
felves voluntarily to whoever fat in the tree, I- 
immediately haftened' thither through a violent 
K- 6> flof la^ 
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^fraih, wind, and hailftones. Myeager- 
y/ as fo prefling, and the criticalop portunity 

ared fo hazardous to be loft^ that> I even- 
iiurried forth without a cap^ and wHh my hair 
loofe and hanging about my ear^. I foon 
fcrambledupthe trunk, and was climbhig the 
branches, when, on a fudd«i, I found the hinder 
part of my head, dofely glewed, as^ it were, to 
one of the bought, fo that' I was remfcred in- 
capable of afcending; .to difintangle myfclf L 
put back: both ray haads, which, by the fatiFe 
kind of n>agical ointmeati were inflantaneouOy 
ftcfck clofe and webbed together*. Anguift^ 
fear, and farprife, foon caufed me to lofe n>y 
footing, and thus I hung fufpended in the air, 
and blown backwards and forwards by the 
wind, a terrible gibfceted example of curiofity. 
My hideout outcries^ though for fome time 
drowned by the ftcM'mi at lengtk alarmed the 
fanwly, and I was taken down, not- without 
difficulty, and underwent inexpreflible tortures 
in the uritwifting-my hair from the bough, and' 
afterwards in cfearing itof the birdlime. Thefe 
were fome of the difafters of what I mjy aril 
childhood : as I advanced In life ftjll greater at- 
tended me : from amongft them give me leave to < 
fcka two or three which were particularly 
jEuat 



Digitized by Google 



K^24. THE OLD MAI0. 

I HAD often obfervcd with an uncafy ] 
fenfetion (a fenfetion that never fails to atteml ' 
curiofity) fuch a chearful fmog, finooth look in 
my father and cldeft brother after they were 
ftared, (an operation wfech they conftantly per- 
formedhj their own hands) that I imagmed» there 
mfos a pleafure fare in being Jhaved which none 
iutjbavers knew* My funnifes npon this fuB- 
jeft were ftill extended and increafed, by hear* 
' Sag theparticular appellation of a cunning/haver 
applied to a neat little oldgentleman, who came 
frequently toour houfe, and was in high confi- 
disnce and efteem with my father. At lengtB, 
after various rotations of thpught, I concluded, 
that as this favorite privy counfellor did not 
fhave any body elfi, he acquired his cunning (a 
fcience of which T defired to be a perfeft mif- 
trefs) by (having himfelf. From that moment 
I refolved to commence (haver ; but alas ! what 
were the efFefts of it ? No other fymptoms of 
cunning or knowledge than a growing and en- 
GTcafing beard*, that unlefS daily kept under by 
that dcteftiable (liythe a razor, would render me 
at this moment as hrdeous as Sir John Faljtaff^ 
when he perfonates Mother Prat, the. cunning, 
old woman of Brentford^ 

The onjy fortunate cu*cumftance, ariiing from 
diis terrible incident; is this; before I appear in 

a morn^ 
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^ or adroit evca.aoy of.theipaid$iQap- 

^^^" ^®» ^ am obliged to, lock myfi?lf up la* 

// *ra the hriftles of my chin, ^uriog which- 

il am fiippqfed.at,pray.^rs„;^dam there- 

«Qi:e.>x>teB(J jjppn ia th^ family to be ^ moft com- 

^pleatijpaitera of tdfivotion : . ^d as any curioi^ty 

,»eYer &Us to.leadxae to church every Sunday, I 

am well ^affured, almoft to a ^at of certainty. 

of being fcie heirjefs to my ip^iden aunt with 

whom Ixiow live, and who is immenfely rich, 

,apd of the jiew feft of Moravians. 

Towards the middle of laft parliament, my 

fethei was chden member for a vacant borough,. 

and with great joy. I attended, my naothcr and' 

,hipi,to Iiondon. We.had loifeings ia/f^^ic/?^, 

xn_,a very large hpufe. Different Jbdgers were 

Accommodated in ^ifierent apartmei^ts ; jicxt yy^ 

iny room, feparated oBJyby. a thin. partition, 

was* the chamber of.^an Italian gen^woman,. 

„ who not fpeaking our language,, kept, herfqlf 

much at home, and^ivas frequently vifited by 

her brother: he came at all hoursj and ftaid 

eften till midnight. I had already made a mil* 

,lion of obfervations, and drawn a thoufand con* 

clufions from his repeated vifits, when my mo-% 

ther's chamber-maid hinted to me, that the lady 

was certainly no,t his filler, hut either his tnif- 

Uefs, or his wife. We- both imjBiediately con-- 

cUrred 
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:€iirredT ia beliemg her bis nnftrds; this .fuA 
JDife at once kindled^ in me tbctflames^of curi^ 

,ofIty. ; I was^ burmog to difcoyery...and coofe- 

( ^tt^dy to coodemoin a coweitioQ which I J>e * 
liev:ed, a guilty one, wheivb7racci4eat happen* 

^kig to efpya knot in the ^VKimkot, it feeanecl 

.puipoiely placed there by fate to anfwer m? 
defures. Witb Uttle difficulty I: estraOed this 

^knoty and I to<^ my opportnaity todo-it^ 
when, the S^mra, accordoig to her ufijal ^uiloqT, . 
was ukii^g a walk in the Park. I-filled pp the 
vacated fpace with a cork, but unluckily fpr- 

. getting ta^pamt it, the two nalidcHis ItaUaQs^. 

: (brother aad iifter at leaft in iniqijity) djfcover- 
kg^my dcfign, prepared- Ac aK)ft cmel reyenge 

' that could be iderifed. They: julde an cd* 
-noif&in-thdr room^ I liftened, and heai^og ^e 

. iM)ife iacreafe, I withdrew, my cork, and ^- 
plied my i8ye to the vacuity, whep in;:: a mo- 

i ment I was putito «»veme pum, and my li^t 
as inftantly obfcured by fome duft blown upoa 
my eye; atfifft I thought it had been fouff, but 
tJie fatal coaf^}uence proved it otherwife ; for not- 

. withftanding all poffible care was taken of me,. 
fhe fight of my right eye was deftroyed fo ef- 

. feftually, that I am deprived of it to this mo* 

; ment. Such a misfortune ought to have quel- 
led my curiofity ; but curiofity is invincible^ and 

did 
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^/^* vmits of your paper allow me, I fhouM 

lln telling you, by what means I have 
my gums toothlcfs, and have had tWo 
^wagers lately cut off in a rat-trap. 1*0 
ipeak the truth Mrs. Singleton, from an agree- 
able pretty young womao, I am become* a 
moufter. My father Mid mother who are both 
dead have difinherited me : and' my only hopes 
of fubfiftance reft in the affeftioa of my aunt the 
Moravian. I am afraid too T ftiall offend her, 
for I am every day growing more and more dfe- 
firous to be informed what fert of religion the 
. Moravians profefs ? I watch her clofdy, yerl 
• have but a confufed notion of her principles ; I 
, am refolved at all events to know farther := pray, 
Mrs. Singleton, can you let me into theh: fyftem ? 
ff you can, I dare fay you will. If you cannot, 
atleaft be fo ingenuous to tell me fome parri- 
culars concerning yourfelf. I' want to be tndy 
informed whether or not you are a real Old 
Maid ? Sometimes 1 fancy you Mr. Fitz Jdam's 
wife : or rather from your paft civilides to each 
other, fo much in the matrimonial: ftyle, Mr. 
Toiun*s. Sometimes I imagine you are fellow 
of a college, or to fpeak in the language of yohr 
correfpondent Virginius, an Old Maid of fhe 
mafculine gender. In fhort, I cannot reft tilt I 
know who you are. The fecrctihall be j^jerfeOIy 

f¥e;. 
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fafe ; I fhall only truft it to my aunt, who fees 
very few people, and with my maid^ who, poor 
girl, tells me every thing in the world (he hears, 
and therefore gratitude you know requires me 
to tell her every thing in return. From that fame 
noble principle I think I may cxpeft a catego- 
rical anfwer to this letter from. 

Tour moji humble fervant^ 
L. C. SARAH WHISPERCOMB. 

Numb. 25. Saturday, May 1, 1756. 

A Parifli Prieft, was of the pilgrim train, 
Anawfuly reverend^ and religious man. 
But mortify d he was to that degree, 
A poorer than himfelfhe could not fee. 



DftTOXv« 



Gain has wonderful effeBe 



T improve thefa^ory offeSts. 

HvPXBlAt* 

To Mrs. Singleton. 

Madam, 

I Was greatly plcafed with your paper of the 
loth inflant, and had the fatisfadion of 
hearing feveral gentlemen at a cof&e-houfe^ 
where it was read aloud, pais the higheft en- 
comiums 
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\lipQQ it : this, iaid tbcy, is a toy 
\Je6l, and long wi(bed to be takes 
bm^ion by our prc(i»t periodical 3m- 
«ers ; but to theibameof the men> has been neg-^ 
leAed by them, aad the pro&ciHion of it left 
to a l^y : hot I hope,, added a grave diirine, as 
Mrs. Singleton has bcgnn flw will pcrfcycre, and 
flie may affbre herfelf of thanks and applaufe • 
from all except profefTed libertines, or thofer* 
who, under the difguife of extraordinary zeal 
and fervour in the canfe of religion, are doing 
it more efEbftoally injury. 

But, alas ! Mrs. Singleton^ while we fee and 
lament the melancholy innovations and unhappy 
divifions every day gaining ground among usr 
we cannot but be the kfs furprized at their pro- 
grefs, when we i>bferv€ to what degrees of inifery 
and diftrefs fuch great numbers of the clergy 
of our re£9rsied eburch are reduced. One 
Aarving in a garret, and Impkaing the charity 
'Ijf well-di(pofed chriftians in a public news- 
paper : another toiling and fweating from houfe 
to houfe, and from church to church, tkinkg- 
himfelf fuper-abundantly happy if his pay does 
Jtmt equal that of a potter : a third we fee in the 
, deplorable condition of a common ftreet beggar; 
oi. which myfelf, and feveral others, I doubt not, 
w^rc Jately eyerwirnefle^ Whea ^^e .fee, naadaip^ 

fa 



Digitized by Google 



NP25. THE OLD -MAI IX ari\ 
fo many unhappy clergymca altogether unprovi- 
ded fbr> or entertained in employment upon fuch 
wretched terms^ .can we vronder that others 
fhould by any means attempt a mof e comfortable 
fiibfiftence, and prefer living plentifully, honored 
and refpefted, nay, as you obferve, in a manner 
worlhipped by then- party, in fome of the new 
forms of feparation from the eftablifhed churchy 
^ftarving in contempt by perfevering in conformity 
to it. 

I :w£LL know, madam, this fubjeA has often 
employed much abkr pens than mine, though 
none wifhes more fincerely than thyfetf to fee a 
tolerable proviiion made £or the inferior and un- 
beneficed clergy ; and furdy th'is, if attempted,, 
might be accompUfhed : who with bowels of 
compaffion could oppofe it ? who> in a country 
.peculiarly difttnguiftied for charity^ would gain* 
fay it ? whilft the fuccefs of it would, befide* 
the home&lt.fatisfa£lioa wtuch is. the conftant 
reward of well doing, be attended with the un- 
feigned applaufes, prayers, and thanks to heaven 
of thoufands adually delivered from contempt 
and mifery, and of all the truly worthy and de- 
ferviog of mankind. In what maimer a chari- 
table fund for this purpofe may be provided, I 
' I^ve to theconfideration of abler fcliemers ; but 
J cannot ukcmy leave of you, madam, without^ 

beg- 

Digitized by Google 






:/^^ ^ H E O L D M A I D. N*2^. 

Vour permiffioii to introduce a ftory 
^urc you is faft. 
..*o«.T time before the taking pltcc of tHc 
late marriage aft, a gentleman one evening wa« 
rewarded for the fatigue of a long tedious court- 
(hip, by the confent of the lady he had addrefled; 
to make him happy the next morning, but oa 
condition of their marriage being folcmnized at a 
parifti church about ten miles diftant, where 
neither of them were much known, as the lady 
was dcfirous tliat for fome time it fhould be kept 
fecret. The gentleman readily agreed to the 
conditions, and waiting on her in the morning, 
attended by two of their friends, they fet for- 
v^ard, but had fcarce gone half their Kttle jour- 
ney before they found it would be impoffible to 
'reach the place before the canonical hour was 
paft, upon which it was propofed by the gentle- 
man, and agreed to by the lady (who had k fu- 
perftition of making that, which was her birth- 
day, her wedding-day) to flop at a parochial 
chapel juft in view, and there have the ceremony- 
performed. One of their friends who was oh 
horfeback, haftened before to a little hut ad- 
joining to the chapel, where from the nature of 
the country, it was apprehended he who-had the 
immediate care of the facred ftrufture might re- 
' fide, and knockiDg at the door with his whip,*a 

wcH 
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^xrell 'looking old woman> in very meanaii^ patch* 
cd, but clean ^fpsirel, ^c^'^fr^m the «u>per 
^rindow, who he pleafod (o want i your Hufm 
band, fays the gpndeman, if h« be t^ curnte^ 
to marry a young couple here. ^ O y^.fir, an- 
^ fwered fhe, he's the curate, if you'll give youe- 
fdf the trouble of riding down that field, there 
he is. The gentleman followed h^ direftlons, 
and finding a grey-hait'd old man in a leathern 
jacket, very bufy with his ax, and a fpade lying 
by him, inquired, whether he had feen the 
curate that way ? I'm he, fays the old man, 
what's your pleafure, fir ? Only, replied the olher^ 
to join a couple in wedlock at your chapel e that 
I will, replied the divine with great emotion, 
throwing down his ax : and going home and 
nipping on fomething that had the refemblance 
of a furplice, performed the fervice with very 
becoming grace and devotion ; after which the 
bridegroom putting a guinea into his hand ; fir, 
iaid the Rev. old gentleman, I cannot give you 
change, have neither of the gentlemen any 

filver ? Imagine, madam, what his furprize 

was, upon the bride*s tdling him it was all his 
own, and at the fame time prefenting^him with 
another. I cannot, iays he, exprefs my gra- 
titude for this extraordinary goodncfs; then 
borftipg into tears, and looking at the gold, 

this. 
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thiS) aclddd hOi I ^^mrdy pr oteft is coin I have 
fiot btteii Ueffi^wkh the^ii^t of for dide manjr 
years: I once £fedwd[l> butnovrlf I did not 
ftrocure a tHiie' by the bafineia that gentlemaa 
feund D^ at, and my^ vnfc a ftnaQ matter b; 
^ifinlag, thi» curacy would not keep us from 
fturving; tlib, gentlemen, I aflure you is really 
true, and yet— The old gendemaa was pro- 
cccdmg, but the Iktle company beingfufficiently 
]|K>vdd by what they had feen and heard already, 
vo^ld: not give hSkn- the trouble of rdating what 
tbeyhadrea&a to apprehend was a grievance 
not in the power of any of them to redrefe, 
Aereforc mounting their horfes, wJihed him 
and hisipottfe hfeppTcr days, and returned* home 
again, much pl^fed they had in a fmall mea- 
iure relieved the diftrcfs of one who appeared fo 
worthy a man. 

If, madam, you think the above deferves a 
placed in your paper, as the good opinion I have 
6f ycki iacKoes me to believe, the publication^of 
it will, I hope, oblige all your readers, but 
cfpecially 

Tottr mqft humble fervant, and • 
conjiant reader ^ . 

A. d; 

Inner *7m/>/e, 
ApiiJ IT, J756. ^ 

As 

/ 
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As I foppofe it cm be oa fol-prize ib my 
rea&er^i i^t wot Old Maid, ^rtt6 it g^en to^ 
fcribUifig, diit>^ be pleafed to find her peiy 
fdFimdK^^pptoved'by ^ meix, they vnS be' 
the more ready to excofe her not fuppreffing the 
cosiplimeatfipMd to h)er in a letter, which being 
dated'^oftfa pabUo reanoary of literature, ihe 
fappc^ itttft come h&m ibme worthy member 
ei k. Thi» howevfer W£» not fo mnch my mo-' 
tiire for paUifliing xkc aibove, as the hoie(^ fpirit 
and chants^intenti(Mi with which it appears to 
xtc to have beam -m^te. I fincerely agree with 
my correlpiindesit in wiflnng diat ibme method 
could be fijund to tt&eve the extreme poverty 
and coQtenqtt, which ckrgymen with {kttlt io- 
<x)me$ and large famines, muft neceffiinly un* 
dergo in an agefo nmdi de\«o(tdd toejtpenoe and 
luxury : and every perfon til humai^ty muft be 
particulariy fhock'd at fncb iofftai^Gea of indi- 
gence ^s this of the chapd^nrate, and thok 
which are too often feen in the iireets of Londm 
r.nd Wefiminjier : but I cannot aUow any d^refs 
whatever to be a juft cxcufe for the hypocrify 
of turning feftsay for bread : for my own part I 
am unacquainted with- thofe parts of England 
where the clergy are put to fuch wretched ftiifts 
to make out a fupport, as this defcribed by my 
correfpondent, but cannot doubt that it is fo in 
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feme places^ I have Jysard it fo frequently af- 
fcrted by perfons of worth, upon, their owa 
knowledge. The inftances, .notvdthftandmg, 
connot be fo frequent as they are commonly 
(uppofed. 

I AM infonned by dergymeOi^ who I am furc 
would not deodve me, that all the (maU livings 
in England and fVales are augmented by the 
bounty of Queen JInne at leaft t^n pounds a 
year, diat curates are in moft parts of the 
kingdom more fought i^ter than curacies, that 
the law has provided the falaries of curates ihall 
be proportioned to the fervices-perfcMmed, and 
the value of the benefices ; and that mod of 
thofe we fee making fuch a miferable appearance 
in this city, are either fuch as rather chufe to 
live upon alms than by employment ; or fuch 
as have behaved thcmfelves fo very ill, that no 
beneficed clergyman, who has any r^ard to the 
fervice of his parifh, or to his own reputation, 
will take them into employ. But fome inflances 
I have known to the contrary, one particularly 
of no undeferving man, who with a wife and 
large family was driven to die fad neceffity of 
advertifmg, and happily «<iquired fuch affiftance 
by it, as to fit himfelf out with neceflaries to go 
chaplain in a man of war, and leave his family 
ibiiNthing to fubfift upon till his return : I 

. wifti 
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vriBx I could fay I did not know of others, 'who, 
after being feat down to good ctn^cies In the 
cotintry, hare returned to beg hi^ town, and 
Ixcartily wifti fome method was taken to put a 
flop to their appearing any longer fuch a 
laockery and <iifgrace to their profcffiOn, and a 
Aock eveti to humanity itfelf. 

NtiM». a6. SatiJrbay, Mjy 8, 1756* 

Midiummer Night's Dream, 

There he of them [Players] ihcft nviU fhemfehm Img^^ 
Ufie $ufient larren SpiiiAUn ta Imugh tod. 

HAJff|.XT, 

THE adflairabk widftior of the :RAMBLE« 
has obferrcd, that Periodical Wriners 
labor under peculiar bftrdfhjp9 nbbve others^ 
£rott the circumftaace of havti^ pbiiged theosb^ 
fclref at ftatcd times to fervc up £bme new difll 
«f literary eotertaiamcnt to die puWidt, hfow- 
€ver m heakh^ Wtd fphlis,, <x aiiy .<Hh«r of tea 
thoufand accidents very unfavoraWe to author- 
fhip, may interfere with the preparing it. Let 
L the 
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the world go as it will, they muft jog oa, like 
ftage-coaches, without regarding wind or wea- 
ther : aad yet a rainy day, or an eafterly blaft, 
xnay damp the w^rmeft genius, or fetter the 
moft unbounded imaginadon that ever exided. 

The vernal Zephyrs^ as we learn from th^ 
poets, have been companions to the mufes ; and 
the rofy 'fingered May has ufually, attended by 
the fmlles and the graces, led the charming 
power of infpiration by th* hand. But alas I 
this wonted blooming month, the darling of 
poets and lovers, has thus far been as frojty^ 
fingered as December^ and led on by Boreas and 
Eitrus^ not the wwft days of winter, begirt with 
horrors, were ever more unfavorable to the 
votaries of Cupid and Apolh. 

For my own part \f\\&x)\ti Old Maids are more 
fubjeft to Glooms than other people, or for what 
reafon I (hall not take upon ^me to determine, 
but this unkindly fpring has reduced me to 
a meer non»entity ; and I have for this month 
paft, drank' my cdfee, nodded in my elbow 
chair, pored over the News-Papers^ half flum- 
bered over my 'knitting,' without taking a pen. 
in hand; and had not my correfpondents been 
very liberal, I know not ivhai would have be- 
come of my paper. 



How- 
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However, as it is an ill wind that blows 
nobody good, the feafon has been very favor- 
abk to the Theatres : »and I myfelf, amongft 
others, have frequented them at this latter fea- 
fon, much dftener than I (hould have done, but 
from the motive of forgetting, for two or three 
of the worft hours in the evening, cold weath* 
and the fpleen. 

I WAS laft week at the Old-Houfe, to fee 
Lethe^ and did not receive the lefs pleafure from 
Mrs. Clivers whole performance, for having 
often before attended her in this entertainment : 
but I was particularly diverted by her Italian 
Smgi in which this truly humorous aftrefs 
parodies the air of the Opera, and takes off the 
aftion of the prefcnt favorite female at the Hay^ 
Market, with fuch exquifite ridicule, that the 
moll zealous partifanS of both, I think, muft 
have applauded the comic genius of Mrs- Clive, 
however they might be difpleafed with this ap- 
plication of it. I am a lover of mui^c, am no 
enemy to the Opera, have feen and heard this 
performdt with pleafure, but have ftill been a 
good deal furprized to hear perfons not deficient 
in underftanding, fo lavifh as I have fometimes 
found them in their praifes of this Foreigner's 
aftion, of which by the way, not underftanding 
the language, they can be but indifferent judges,- 
L z whea 
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when we have more tkaa one a£trefs on our own 
Aage (b iofinitely fiiperior to her*. 

But vraving aU feigned charaAers for the 
prefent, I b^ kave to give a real one, exhibited 
hit Tudday in tbt Sing's Box, at Harry the 
Eighth^ from whidi I reo^hed i&fiiilte enter* 
tJUQiBeiit My readers, I fuppofe^ have already 
in their thoughts the Morocco Jmbaffador, As 
fi-om what I had heard of turn, »d read of the 
Court he oonea from, i imagined he never had 
been prefent at a ^>e6hck of tins aature, I de* 
femui^l to watch the ardefs working of his fur- 
prize, and to catch, as well as I c6uld, his fend- 
xnents of the Theatre, the audience, the play, 
and the performers, and ihali give them to 
my readers juft as th^ appeared to me. 

On his firft coming to the froat of the box, 
he was complimented with the appbufe of the 
whok hottfe« whkh iiscmed to give him great 
pleafore, and which he returned by two bows 
in the Englifi}, and afterwards by a reverence 
in the Mo&rifi) manner, which h& I diought 
very graceful. His drefs has an air of i^ignhy, 
though not equal to that of the Turks ; his 

* The author h»8 here fuppreflCbd a very nncandid acoounit of 
the chara£^er of Lord Chalk ftone, which (he thca faw through 
the medium of reicatmetnt-, bemg provoked by a Kttle Jeu de 
Theatfti her aAger ait viiich Itfiic haf w«zq qus. 

coua- 
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coumenatice is, notwithftanding the fwarthincfs 
of his complexi6n« Tcry agreeabk ; his features 
carry in them flrong msaks of uocferftafKling ; 
his countenance has an uncommon degree of 
•xprefEon, his eyes are fine add full of fenfibility ; 
thongh he is not tall» yet his loofe flowing robes, 
and the gracefolnefs of his mander, gave him 
lech an air of fuperiorlty, that I thought the 
audience looked only like his attendants-. 

The houfc and fpcftator3 attrafted his notice 

fo mnch for fome time, that he fcemcd very well 

•ntertaincd before the drawing up of the curtain. 

At tte firft: firence between the lords, I thought 

he looked difappointed ; and after a traniient 

▼iew of the ftagc, dircftcd hU eyes again to the 

CDfnpwiy : at the entrance of ELlng Hfttry^ his 

attention was a little recorered to the perform- 

aace; but his majefly had not proceeded half 

vray through the fcene, before he burfl into a 

aaoft immoderate fit of apparendy contemptuous 

laughter, which he repeated very 6ften through 

the whde playiag of the part. The manner in 

which this ffranger was afFefted by it, amongfl 

other confiderations, fully convinces me that 

this charafter is mofl: ridiculoufly burlefqued in 

the reprefentation, and that both Shah/peare and 

the monarch are very inhumanly facrificed to 

the polite tafte and elegant diftinftion of the 

L i upper 
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upper gallery. If it were not for exceeding too 

much the limits of my paper, I could point out 

many abufes of the like nature, which have in- 

creafed upon us fo much of late, that 'tis almoft 

jmpoffible to attend the Theatres with the ex- 

peftation of receiving pleafure from fome parts 

of the performance, without the certainty of 

fufFering equal difguft from others. Who can 

help being ftruckby the abfurdiny oiWinchefter's 

brandi(bing his cane at Canterbury^ upon the 

clofe of the council fcene ; and yet to give op- 

portAinity for this unpardonable indecorum, the 

archbilhop and biftiop are both made to walk out 

of their jH^oper order, though in attendance upon 

the King himfelf ; to return to whom, I beg 

leave to obferve, that his charafter is drawn by 

Shake/pear very nearly as it flands in hiftory, and 

in colours far different from the farcical ones, 

in which }t is the prefent fafhion to reprefent it. 

He is defcribed indeed an imperious, but at the 

fame time a jgreat monarch ; and notwithfland- 

ing his (hort interjeftions of anger, he is in my 

judgment upon every occafion a Kii^. I wi(h 

this confideration may prevail with Mr. Berry^ 

when he plays this charafter for the future, to 

remember that though Harrys as well as Job/on^ 

may be fomething rough and boifterous, yet the 

turburlency of a haughty prince is a very dif- 

fcreot 



d by Google 



N*26. T H E O L D M A I D. 223 
fcrent quality, and inuft therefore appear in a 
very different faftiion, from the faucinefs of au 
impudent cobler. 

Whatever negleS his Moorijb Excellency 
might difcover of this part, he paid great atten- 
tion to that of ^leeii Catherine '^ but nothing 
feemed to afFeft him fo ftrongly as Mifs Toung'% 
iinging, at which he appeared quite collefted, 
and liftened to her with all the marks of raptu- 
rous admiration : his whole foul feemed touched ; 
he exclaini'd, as I have been iince told by a 
gentleman who was with him, fweeter than 
honey or the honey -comb ! and at the end of the 
fong, joined the honfe in clapping; a mark of 
applaufe 1 did not obferve him give him at any 
other time. 

I THOUGHT upon the King's kiffing j4nna 
Bullen, he appeared furprized and offended, and 
looked about, to obferve whether others were 
not affefted in the fame manner. 

The proceflion was lefs marked by him than 
I had expeftcd ; but upon the Champion's entry 
hoi fe-back, he buift into fuch an immoderate 
fit of laughter as to fall quite back in his feat. 

At the end of the play he rofe, as if to leave 

the houfe; but looked very well pleafed upon 

being informed there was more entertainment to 

coaae ; in the Pantomine, be feemed furprized 

L f and 
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and difgufted at the aK>caraocc of Harlequm^ 
to whom he did not appear reconcikd to the 
kft ; his wonder was ftill greater at the flying 
of the Genii crofs the iUgo, and other parts of 
the tnachinery, which I thonght hqeodeavoured, 
though in vaip, to accojMife^^tbr ; he laughed 
heartily at the Clowns did admired the Cdumbina 
Bot a little. 

I RECEIVED fo much pleafure fiom this 
fpecimen of mere natural wild tafte in his Ex^ 
cellency of Morocco^ that I am determined never 
to mifs a play at which, he is to be prefent ; and 
as I am jealous of the honor of niy country in all 
r^fpefts^ fboyld be greatly pleafcd to fee him a 
fpc(f}:ator ^f th« aftiqn of fome of our bcft per* 
formers. I am certain, from what I bare fcca 
of him, tlmt he has^eat natural ieoiibility \ and 
though he knows but little of our langunge, bo 
mjiy be a judge of the gracefulnefs, if not the. 
propriety of aftiqn; though he may certainly be 
a^ conjipieteoil a judge of the laft, as any mere 
fyi$l{/b fpeftator of that of Mingotti. 

- B. 
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Digitized by Google 



N^ 27- T H E L D M A I I>. 22 j 
Numb. 27. Saturday, May 1$^ 1756. 



SAUCIANT 



Catuhre if luxu nivti pe6kris, 

OAtt* 

Jhrf^^f ty tbou/knds fr0h their Bofofts^ I 
^#fM/ f A# hiart pays the rafbnefi cf the eye. 

To Mis. SlNCLEtOlf* 

Madam, 

A 9 all apprefacnfioft of a French isvafion !§ 
not jtt over, I b^ leave to infctf m thofe; 
who ma J hsre any remaming fe&rs oft this hncacf; 
thjbi ar fcfeeffic has been thought of, whkh wHI 
ii^dltbly coftfound thefe invaders, if they carry 
their defigti huo execution. It hatk been pro*- 
pofed that fittte parties of our iskt coantry-wo- 
men be otficoned abng. the £ea-€au9, ready t6 
oppo& the«faites to the enemy on their kadkig; 
and by laying opea to tfadr eyes thoie fatal Bo- 
femu^ which have already committed Jberdlefe 
fttiogbcer m friends and coontrymen, inzniediL 
«^y difam^ theti,^ and lead the wiUing cajptiv^ 
in filken cords (of whkb a prop^ qoaAtky i$ 
provided) in triumph to London. 

h SI A* 
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As far as this fcheme hath been aU^ady com- 
municated, it hath met with general approbation; 
Every man, having felt the deftruftive force of 
this battery, is fenfible what might be done by 
turning it upon the enemy. 

I HAD the ho;iour firft to fuppofe this fcheme, 
of which, to deal ingennoufly, I muft own I re- 
ceived the hint from antiquity. . There is in 
the Bodleian library a curious fragment of a 
Roman poet, that hath not yet been made public 

" When the much-wronged Coriolanus led 

" down the fierce Volfcians againft Rome, the 
** fenate deputed his wife and mother to inter- 
'* cede for them : the Roman mother intreated, 
V wept in vain : even the fair Volumnia, whofe 
** every wiih till now had been read by the eye 
" of love, and folicitation prevented by compli- 
^* ance, in that unrelenting moment found the 
*' |ireffing hand, the tender glance, and. all the 
" filent eloquence of grief inexpreflible, weak 
^* as her mother's tears. Her forrows were too 
** mighty for her: ftie. turned from him, and 
•• fainting on her mother's neck, her falling robe 
*t left 'ber bofom bare. Coriolanus melted at 
•*^ 'lhe%ht, and catching her in his eager arms 
^* hung over her enamoured,, and in a naoment 
** looked away his rage.*' 



17m- 
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UnfoRtTUnately we are not told what 
other execution the lady did on this occafion. 
In all probability it was very confiderable ; for 
if the hufband was fo moved with wh^t could 
not have the force of novelty with him, what 
muft the Volfcians be, to whom thefe beauties 
were new, and ther^(M*e the more affefting > 
however, allowing the lady only to have dif- 
armed her man, it makes confiderably for my 
fcheme ; and I have not the leaft doubt but we 
fhall immediately get together a body of female 
forces equal to any number the French may be 
able to fend againft us. 

Not than (hould defpair of fuccefs, though 
our fair recruits fhould not be fo numerous as 
might be wiftied. We are told in hiftory, that 
on the Roman camp being unexpefledly attacked 
by the enemy while they were at reft, a naked 
figure, more beautiful than the ivory Pallas of 
Phidias, and like that armed with a tremendous 
fpear, was feen in the front of the Roman forces ; 
that the gallant enemy took it for fome ccleftial 
form, and with becoming piety threw down their 
arms. An invaluable volume of anecdotes lately 
difcovered among the ruins of Hel^cutaneumy and 
with which I hope very foon to oblige the pub- 
lic, fays, it was— —there the manufcript is un- 
fortunately illegible— but the terntinatioa 
If 6 -: is 
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— —is evideady femioiae,, and it follows ia 
very plain charafters,— — that flie^ — was feme 
cekbrated Roman toaft^ that it was the general's 
ipear fhe had {hatehed up on this occafion i and 
that the Roman officers, fenfible of the fupcrior 
powers of the ladies, and afraid left their military 
glory might be eclipfed by them, if they (hould 
take it in their heads to make war ia that maimer,, 
bad trumped lip the flory of its being a young 
maoy who had done this extraordinary aftion,, 
and had ohUged one of their colonels to fubmit 
to be Enod, for having gone to battle imarmed, 
in order to give the greater air of probability ta 
the report. 

Our Rritifh heroes, from a generous love of 
their country, and a confcioufnefs that their 
glory ilaads qh a firmer foundation than the 
Xomottf, difdaia the meaa defiga of preventing 
rfiat power being carried Into aftion, which 
may be made fo fervkeahle at this alarming 
junfture. It is with the greateft plcafure I daily 
fee the gendemen of the army acknowledging 
the comparative nothingaefs of their capacity to 
defend us, and in all public places frankly put* 
ting themfelves under the pretention of the fair 
warriors that have already offered themfelves for 
our fervice, and whofe saore tbaa oianly breafts 

pint 



Digitized by Google 



N027. T H E O L D M A I D. aap 
paot witk a geaecous defire of kjiog our eaemies 
proftrace at their feet. 

It is hc^ed aod believed^ no tnre EngU/b 
wcmuui wiU refbfe to join i a th» glorioos eater- 
yrife,. or decline to uoboTom berielf, with the 
^irit of an Amazon, for the defence of her 
country ; loore efpedallj as vl£tory is demon- 
ftrably oerudn 2 for though it laay appear to 
ibme very feeptical people ckh quite fo dear^ 
diftt one Engl^ Man is> is this degenerate age^ 
a match k« three Firenchmen / yet if we will aher 
^le tserm tx> Lady^ these can be no doubt of it. 
N^ I am confident, the intre^ TbaUfiris would 
readily take the chance of any evening's conpany 
at Randagkf and with the artilkry of ^ imgle 
battalion^ fele^led from thence^ gife battle ta 
the whole French army, with their Monarque at 
their head. 

All poffiUe care will be taken to make the 
camp^gQ agreeable. Every lady will be allowed 
to carry with her what ^baggage (be pheafes ; any 
Dumbo: of h^-dogs, hair-dreflers^ monkeys^ 
looking'glafl^ aad parfotsv There will be 
cards every evening at the tent of the Lady- 
Cdonel of every reg^meat; and Madas>e la^ 
Generafe will gjve a ball twice a we^, if ;^ pro- 
per numlm- of beaus can be prev^led on to venr 
ture themfcbes & near dai^ir. 

PRO^ 



d by Google 



230 T H E O L D M A I D. N^27. 

Proper juftice will be done to merit, and 
the commiffions fuperfcribed, as the goldea ap- 
ple was, TO THE FAIREST. Teftimonials 
of executions already done will have due at- 
tention paid them. She who has only killed 
her man, cannot expeft to be diftinguiftied, as 
it is imagined there will not be a private lady in 
any of the corps, who has not killed half a 
dozen. But particular regard will be had to the 
difpatch and unrelcntingnefe with which the fair 
deftroyer has done her bufinefs. Invaders in 
this cafe have no right to mercy, and therefore 
the lady who has never in her life given quarter, 
may affure herfelf of a regiment. 

The recruits will be exercifed every evening at 
Eanelagh till the. \yeather is warmer; when pro-^ 
per officers willHSe appointed to attend at Faux- 
Hall for that purpofe. ^ 

From the love of adventure natural to our 
ladies, it was believed the regiments would be 
filled in a few weeks without advertifing. But 
it was thought generous to give the French this 
public notice what they have to expeft, as Well 
as to ^ve every Britijh Tsiir an equal opportu- 
nity of diftioguiftiing herfelf in the fervice of her 
country. This ftep was befides thought proper, 
in order to learn if any rational pbjeftions could 
be made to the fcheme, I have as yet only 

hearit 
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heard of one, and that to the laft degree trifling. 
It has been faid, it may poffibly prove a very 
hot fummer, and the troops, from being with- 
out breaft-plates, may be in danger of fuffering 
extremely by the campaign. I fuppofe this obr 
jedlion was firft ftartedbyfome old maiden aunt, 
over anxious for her country coufins ; for as to 
the town ladies (from whom, as being confefledly 
the moft public-fpirited, we have the greateft 
hopes) it is well known they are quite fafe in this 
refpcft : they have been long in exercife, and 
cannot have much to fear from .fun or wind. 
And for the encouragement of the others, I have 
the pleafure to acquaint them, that a bill is 
now preparing to be laid before the parliament, 
who, it is not doubted, will take their cafe into 
confidpration, and makrample provifion for fuch 
bofoms as (hall receive any damage in the fervice 
of the publick. 

I HAVE the honor to be appointed agent to 
the forces raifed, and to be raifed, on this occa- 
fion, and am commanded to fend this account to 
the Old Maidy who will doubdefs gladly promote 
a fcheme that docs fo much honor to her fex. I 
am even confident your generous breaft, Mrs. 
Singleton, will be ready to difplay itfelf on this 
occafion ; and if any number of Old Maids, 
animated by the fame patriot fpirit, ihould be 

nobly 
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indifie^ to by a&ck didr tocfters, i beg 1 may 
have the honor of ioftraftidg the fiAerhdDd ia 
the neceflkry excrcife, vfaich u y«t fltorrar thtok 
ifac Pn^l/lan, aod I hope wMl be fouAd al leaft 
« fervkcable. 

1 AW tobehtardof aftdffhoarsattheffgn/f 
the y^Moztm in Maiden Lan0, or at the Origind 
Adam- and Eve va ParatSfe^^rmOi Chdfea. 
lam, MAf>Aidr> 

y(?«r m^ obedient 
and humble feruanf 9 
AN ANTIGALLTCAN. 



Numb. 28. Saturday, May 22, I7s6. 
Niitkir htu amy thMg.h4 tisdk bis trmu 

Happy the many 'who, Jiudying nature's laws 
Thro' known ^efU can trace their fecret ca\rfe\ 
His mind pojfejling in a qmetjlate, 
Fearlefs 'of -fortune^ and refigjCd tafaie % 
And happy too is he who decks the boiuers 
N^Sylvans^ and adorerthe rttral powers* 

A 9 ffr tfte courfe of thispaper I hare mtrtr- 
d»ced fevera* charaftcr» to the acquainN 
»ce of ffiy wiAtx% voA ^ yet haf?e gireft diem 

rery 
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t%ry liaie bufioefs, it may be imaged I have 
no deiigQ of contiQuing their hiftory ; aod that 
I have raifed expeAations I have oo intention to 
gratify : but let it beconfid^red, that my defign 
is not to invent iuoaginary iWries, but to pre- 
fent my readers from time to tUae with fuch real 
events of my life^ and the lives of my friends, as 
are particuiaily inteieAing, in the order in which 
they may happen ; and that I aMb think my{d£ 
obliged to intermix with thefe fnch fubjeft* as 
(hall appear to toQ either u&ful or entertaining, 
though they have no connexion with the afiairs 
of Mrs* SiMgiiton, who ig not ib vain as to 
ioiagine the publick have nothing to do but to 
lillen to the private concerns <^ her family. 
However, as my heart always difta^es to my 
toogue, there are times when I caooot help 
talking of myielf, and tho(e friends who (hare 
xny efteem , and this happens to be cneof thoTc 
times. 

Mit readers may remember that in my twen- 
tieth number I introduced to them Dr. Nar- 
tingley, his lady, and Sir Hdrry Hyacinth : the 
bufinefs which bought them to town has fo 
much engroITed them that I have feen much lefs 
than I wiihed of the Dr. and Mrs. Hartin^ieyt 
though Sir Harry has frie^ocntly made one at 
my tea-table. 

Thesb 
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Thesb amtaUe fiiends took leave of ns laft 
Monday. They arc gone to their country feat 
fct ia Berkjhire, The family eftatc defcended 
to the doftor fcarce three years ago, by the 
death of his elder brother. A large convenient 
old hoofe, judiciouflyinodernized, not fpoiled ; 
a delightful park well- ftocked with deer, and a 
beautiful rivulet amply ftored with fifh, are cir- 
cumftanceSy added to a rent-roll of two thou- 
fand pounds a year, that render Hartingley-Hall 
one of the moft- eligible fpots m England, 

Sir Harry Hyacinth's woods intercept the 
Dodor's manor from the River Thames ; but 
there is fuch an harmony between the two 
friends, that it is fcarce poffible to guefs where 
the diviijODS of territory b^in, or to know, 
till we come.to the feparatc houfes, which of the 
two is proprietor of the 4ands we pafs through. 
Sir Harry has been fome time of age ; but he 
ftill fo religioufly looks upon himfelf as ihe 
Doctor's pupil, that he contults his guardian as 
ufual upon every important tranfaftion of his 
life. 

My niece and I had the happinefs of paffing 
fome months of the laft fummer at Hartingley- 
Hall, which, agreeable as it is, was made more 
fo to her, by Bellvilk's almoft conftant refidence 
for the time of our being there with Sir Harry 

Hyanclth. 
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Hyacinth. Though I took great care that the 
lovers ihould fcarce ever be together alone, yet 
I am afraid fome of the groves heard dow and 
then a whifper of the tendereft kind on one fide, 
and a figh of fluttering fcnfibiiity on the other. 

Mrs. Hartingley infifts that we (hall bring 
Rofara to her, before our amiable gueft returns 
to Rutland/hire \ and her hufband the Doftor is 
fo thoroughly intent upon improving the taftc 
and judgment of this excellent young lady, that 
fome days before he left London^ he made her a 
prefent of fix large Quarto Volumes, moft beau- 
tifully and correftly written, and lettered on the 
outfide, MSS Englijb ClaJ/icks. They conuin 
felcft nervous paflages, moft judicially chofen, 
from the beft poems extant in our language. To 
every quotation are added explanatory notes, 
and anecdotes in the doctor's own hand. 

The fight of thefe volumes brought tears 
into my eyes, as I remembered them prepared 
. and intended for Mifs Arabella Hartingley ^ the 
Doctor's youngeft daughter ; but I foon repcefled 
the approaches of my grief, by recoUcfting the 
young lady's epitaph, written by her father, as 
her fentiments and information from Another 
ftate. 

CotiilA 
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Ceuldyou heMdjhat difaht/hore, 

Wher€ endlifsjdys Ifini^ 
Teu'd'weepy mt that I went before ^ 

But that yQufiaid behind ! 

Two of thefe manufcript volumes ar« re- 
plete with a vaiiety of eflays in profc^ moft of 
which have never been printed. By the Doftor's 
permiilion, I may now and then perhap&publifh 
fiich as I fhall thiok moft ufcful or entertainiog. 

In the poetical volumes, fcaree any of thofe 
pafEiges which have been often quoted, and are 
become trite and common, are inferted : nor is 
tb* kaft regard paid to the general cAarafter of 
the author, but to the abfolute value of itfelf. 
Men who arc tn general but indifferent author 
sn»ky fay fometimes ftrike out prodttAioos worthy 
being prefcrved, as fbds famelimcs (ay wife 
things. The com muft^ not be thrown away 
with tlie chaC I was pleafcd thercfi^-c to find 
the nice impartiality of this collefHon, m which 
regard is fhewn to merit, and not to names. 

Although there are fereral fethres againft 
particular vices, not a iarcaHic line is inferted - 
agalnfl particular perfons. The ftriAeft atten- 
tion is paid through the whole to religion and. 
virtue ; not a line, however full of wit, is in- 
icrted, w^ich can poilibly ofE^d the moft deli- 
cate 
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cate modefty, or the x»armeft piety ; which is 
the rcifon that there are few Prologues or Epi- 
logues, and Tery few quotations from Dryden^ 
or any of die Poets who belonged to Charles 
the Second's court. 

Amokg the more modern authors I had the 
melanchdy pkafurc of reading riie name of Gil" 
hsrf JVeft^ Efy. Under It is written his charac- 
ter, by Dr. HartmgUy^ hi thefe four words : " a 
** gentleman, a fcholar, a poet, and aChriftian.^ 

Some of my own fex have the honour to be 
placed within this temple. Lacfy Wmchelfea^s 
poem upon death, beginning, King of Terrors ! 
is diftrngiiifeed by fcreral beautiful ornaments 
in Indian Ink. AH the drawings and decora- 
tions were defigncd and executed by Mrs. Har- 
tingtey, and moft of rtiem are emblematical. 
Almofl one entiire vx)kime is filled with quota- 
tion* from the living ; among whoiy I particu- 
larly remember the names of Anhjtrong^ Men- 
Jidcy J^hnfiriy Toung, Mallet, Ma/on, Cray, 
Clover, Iftforton, Whitehead, and, which 1 read 
whh particular pleafure, Mtfs Carter. 

Rofara was looking over her incomparable 
treafure, when a loofe flieet of paper dropt out 
of one of the vplumes, which we found' to be a 
ktter, wtthottt fupericription, date, or any kind 
of addrefe. i am mifbken if the hand is not 

Sir 
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Sir Harry Hyacinth's ; but there is fo much good 
fenfe, there are fiich right maxims, and fuch an 
air of ingenuity throughout the whole compo- 
fltion, that as it came to us feemingly by chance, 
and does not appear any perfon's property, I 
will take the liberty of making it mine, and pre- 
fent it to my readers word for word as I found 
it. On looking it over once more, I find it too 
long to come into this paper, and muft diere- 
fore poftpone it. 

This moment whilft I am writmg, a fenrant 
of Mrs. Montague Sf Rofara'i mother, is arrived, 
with the unpleaiing intelligence that his lady 
is ill of a fever, and defires to fee her daughter 
immediatety : the poor tender Rofara is half- 
diftrafted; Julia is in tears ; nor can I myfelf 
help fympathizing in the diftre& of this amiable 
young woman. Julia begs my confent to attend 
her friend into Rutland/hire. What (hall I do ? 
It would be cruel to refufe ; (he (hall go. Rofara 
will fet out to night ; I hear her ordering a poft- 
chaife ; I tremble for them : I will fend to 
Bellville, who is yet in town, to accompany 
them part of the way. 

I AM returned to my library: 'tis now nine 
o'clock, and the two dear girls are gone ; Bell' 
ville and his fervant, . with Mrs. Montague'^ 
footmap, efcort them, fo X hope they arc fafe. 

' My 
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My head and heart arc fo full of Rofara^% grief, 
and of aaxiety for my JvBa^ that I can talk of 
nothing elfe. Left I (hould become tedious on 
this fubjeft, and I cam attend to no other, I will 
here conclude this paper. 

L. C. 

■, Numb. 29, Saturday, Ma^ 29, 1756. 



• We hope tojind 



^at help iiihich nature meant in womankind. 
To man that fupplemental /elf dejign'd. 

CoNGREV£» 

. JQELLVILLE, after efcorting the two amiable 
-^ friei)ds to Stanford, which is within a few 
miles of Mrs. Montague's houfe, and waiting 
there fome hours for their commands by his 
fervant, whom he fent with them the reft of the 
way (though his polUenefs would not fufFer 
him to go himfelf^ or to give Rofara the trou- 
ble of any vifiter but Julia, at a time when her 
mind was fo totally engroflfed by her mother's 
ainefs) returned to town on Monday ; and made 
me very happy, by acquainting me they were 
arrived fafe; and that having waited on the 
phyfician, who was juft returned from viilting 
Mrs. Mohtague^ h%had given hun hopes of her 

re- 



Digitized by Google 



240 T H E O L D M A I D. N*!?. 
roCorery ; that this gendemm appeared to blm 
not only > mftn of adimrablc: uodcrfbiadiog and 
ikili m bis profeffioOy bat of ftich opeonefs and 
OUKfer, that be waa coavioced he was iocapabfe 
of deceiving him ; and that be had tbe gcxxl 
breeding to take his addrejfes^ and to promife 
him the earlleft account of every turn in her 
diforder : he alfo promifed if there fliould ap- 
pedf any imnHnent daagor to liend an ea^srefe to 
town immediately. Mrs. Montague is my old 
friend, and though fiie has, in my judgment, 
been rather too ftrift in her management of Ro-- 
fara^ (he is a very valuable woman, and one 
whofe lofs I ihould fincerely lament, 

I HIVE not heard from JuKa finite BtlhHle's 
return, which furprites me ; however I am na« 
tttnJly of a fanguine temper, and hope the bcft. 

I WILL now, wiAout further introduftion, 

lay bclbre my readers the letter I mentioned in 

■ay laft paper, which I ftj^ieft to be wrote by 

• 8tr Htirry Hyacinth^ and addrcficd to Dr. Har- 

tmgley. 

** In yrmr ufual fiiendly manner you politely 
•• prefe me to marry : you give various reafons , 
^* for 3rour adwe ; fome of your argnpients are 
"^ indeeed efficacious; others do not appear^ 
♦* me of equal weight, give me leave to point 
^ oneor two of riie latter, * 

*' You 
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" You fay I ought to marry, becaufe I am 
** the laft of my family : there you apply more 
•* to my pride than to my judgment or my 
^*' heart : but ought the vain pride of conti- 
*^ nuing a name to be weighed againft real and 
«* folidhappinefs ? a pride too which can neither 
** be founded in reafon nor experience ? With 
" the charafters of my anceftors I am well 
" acquainted ; but of my poller ity I can know 
** nothing ; and obfervation bids me almofl de- 
** fpair that our family ftrcam fhould flow much 
** longer in the clear unfullied manner which it 
** has hitherto done. At prefent I hope I am 
" myfelf an hoaeft man ; nay, if I know my 
" own heart, I certainly am fo ; but I have pro- 
" bably an extenfive race to run, and may per- 
** haps {tumble in the career, fo as not only to 
^' acquire perfonal flains on my own charafter, 
" but to fully the monuments of my progenitors,- 
*^ and blot the virtues of my defcendants : or 
" ftiould I continue the man your precepts and 
** example have made me, thofe defcendants ^ 
" may be knaves or fools, and eclipfe the bright- 
" nefs of a family, which you will allow me the 
• ," honeil: pride of boaftiog, has hitherto (hone 
" with all the clear unborrowed luftre of virtue. 
" For my own part, were I to confult a reafon- 
•* able pride, 1 (hould chufe to remain the lafi: 
M « of 
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** of my family, aftd endeavour to ftiine brighter 
^ than any of my predeceflbrs. In all proceflions 
" of dignity, you know the greatefl men afFeft 
^ to go the lart. 

" I AM obliged to you for your favourable 
** opinion, that the woman I marry muft un- 
" doubtedly be happy. How can I be certain 
« of that ? It is true at prefent I fhew neither 
** much peevifhnefs nor ill-nature ; but your care 
" and difpofitlon of my affairs have left me no 
" room for trials of my temper. I am walking 
** upon a fmooth plain; weak indeed muft be 
" the limbs that totter and flip upon a bowling 
" green. In your example I have feen the 
** funny fide of matrimony : I know there is an 
** opake fide : the matrimonial climate, like our 
" native ifland, is oftener vifited, I am afraid, 
<* by the turbulent blafts of Boreas, than fan- 
" ned by the foft and gentle breezes of Zcphy- 
^' rus. Whence arife, you will fay, thefe dread- 
*' ful apprehenfions ? wherefore are thefe fright- 
*' ful piftures painted ? I will anfwer you can« 
'* didly. Young women are not the angels they 
<« feem to be. Methinks they are brought out 
** by their friends and parents, as jockeys bring 
** out horfes, pampered, fmooth, Heck, and 
" beautiful. Trufting to our own ficill, and 
** relying on the infallibility of our own eyes 

•* (which 
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" (which, by the by, are fafcinated) we make 
" the purchafe, and it often proves the deareft 
«* and moft deceitful purchafe that was ever 
^ made. Nothing appears to mc more ridicu- 
" lous and abfiird, than the behaviour erf the 
" fame man before and after marriage. It is ah 
" eftabliftied rule of faftxion to be very humble 
** and civil before matrimony, and very impe- 
«* rious and rude afterwards. The obfequious 
** lover approaches in a malk : to foy the truth, 
** the lady is generally as well vizarded as he 
" can be. Leon, in Rule a nvife and have a luife^ 
" is in feveral refpefts a reprefeiitative of many 
" a complaifant bafhful bridegroom, and Epi* 
** cane^ in Thejilent ivoman, may in her taci- 
*' turnity before marriage, and her intolerable 
" Boife after, be as true a piftur^ of many a 
** fair bride. 

" Thjs world feems agreed that no unmtir- 
" ried v/oman (hould have any' faults. (By 
** the way they are almoft agreed to that 110 
•* married woman fhoiild have any virtues.) 
" Whilft there is a chance for the prize cx^ery 
^* man enhances its value. As foon' as the prize 
y is gained, all but the purchkfer depreciate it: 
** and even to him the jewel itfelf, when fet in 
'* the collet of matrimony, too often difcovers 
** a thoufand little flaws, that an artful diilance 
M 2 *' had 

Digitized by Google 



244 T H E O L D M A r D. N*' 29- 

** had kept before from his figkt. Thefe are 
** trutliswhichyouandl, with all our partiality 
*' to the feK, can neither refute nor palliate. 

" How many inftances of fafts within our 
** knowledge confirm thefe obfervations ? Whofc 
** nuptials ever promifed more happinefs than 
" Matilda's ? Her hufband fays, fhe would 
** ftill be the moft agreeable woman in the 
** world, if fhe was not fubjeft to hysteric fits : 
" they were concealed from him before marriage, 
** imder the title of an intermitting fever, 

** The virgin Sapphira was married in all 
" the pride [of beauty and affluence of fortune. 
^* Why does not the married Sapphira come 
** conflantly down to f upper ? becaufc thofe 
<* vapours and head-ach, to which fhe has 
*' been fubjeft, induce her in the afternoon to 
" take too ftrong a dofe of clofet cordials. 

*' Let us purine thefe unpleafing inftances 
" no further, but rather let me delineate to you 
" the method I wifti to purfue in obeying the 
** amicable comimands you lay upon me of al- 
'* tering my ftate. 

" The perfcxi of the lady I am to marry, 
" although ever fo beautiful, will not fatisfy 
" me : I muft fee her mind : I muft fee it, if I 
*' may be allowed the expreflion, in various at- 
" titudes. And now to difcover a certain fecret 

" ty- 
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** tyranny in my nature, I muft fee her in dan- 
** ger, and I muft fee her in forrow. I muft fee 
'* her once in both thefe fcenes : if ftie afts her 
** part nobly, and to my tafte, heaven forbid I 
** fliould fee her in either of them a fecond time. 
** Should I be ever fo much in love, I will not dif- 
•* cover my paffiontill I have difcovered all hers. 
" This fcheme, you fee, will take up time; 
'* but thus much I- will whifper in your ear, I 
«* have already beheld the per/on of the woman 
** I wi(h to marry, and be afTured I will lofe 
** no opportunity of bdng acquainted with her 
« mi^dr L..C. 

Numb. 30. Saturday, June 5, 1756. 
-— Ipfa adpratoria denfa 
Mifcentcr, magnifque vocant clamoribus hoftem. 

VllG. 

With eager hajie the lovely warriors Jly^ 
Like /warming bees beneath a vernal Jhy ; 
Her lift of triumphs each prepares tojhow^ 
Dif plays her conqueftsy and demands the foe. 

Anonym. 

To Mrs. Singleton, 
Ma dam, 

THE readinefs with which you were pleafed 
to publlfh my fcheme, for efFeftually fe- 
curing us againft a French invafion, undoubtedly 
M 3 merits 
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merits the thanks of the public ; and yet I muft 
orm myfelf difappointed iQ your conduft on 
this occafion. I expefted nothing lefs from 
your avowed patriotifm, than that you would 
have called on me immediately after receiving 
my lettej', to have let mc enter your name for 
a commiffion, and given roe an opportunity of 
inftrufting you in the excrcife, or at leaft have 
offered yonr advice and affiftance for proqK>ting 
my fcheme : but perhaps you may think it is too 
late in life for yoo to be ferviceable to your 
country in this way ; or you may take me for 
one of thofe pert flaring things we fee too often 
in public, and always with a kind of fhame that 
we partake of the fame common nature ; and 
therefore could not anfwer to yourfelf hazarding 
the effeft, which appearing before me nntnck- 
cred might have had on mc. But if this had 
been the cafe you might have made yourfelf en- 
tirely eafy 5 thofe animals are as little fubjeft to 
receive any dangerous impreffions from the 
beauties they gaze at as to give them ; for im- 
pudence is like a thick fog, hateful in itfelf, and 
nothing appears with its natural beauty that is 
feen through it. But you will think the dan- 
ger ftill lefs when I acquaint you, that I am an 
infirm old man, whofe eye many years, and 
much care for the public, have rendered to dim, 

that 
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that I have only fight enough remainiDg to pre- 
vent my being under the neceflity of having re- 
courfe to others fenfes for my information ; this 
was one reafon of my being appointed to the 
poft I have the honor to be placed in ; for it 
was wifely confidored, that in fuch a fituation, 

There's no -way to he fafe, but not to fee. 

As little regard as you have paid to my 
-fchemc, it is with the greateft pleafure I inform 
you, ^fedam, that volunteers came in as faft as 
the moft fanguine well-wifher to the caufe could 
expeft. The Roman ladies could not contribute 
their plate and jewels to fave their country with 
more alacrity, than the Britijb have offered 
themfelves t nor ^s'ould it have been ncceflary 
to trouble you a fecond time, had not feme of 
the terms propofej given offence, and my want 
ofprecifion in mentioning the necefHiry quali- 
fications occafioned feme miftakes, that might 
have b^en prevented with a little more attention. 
The ftandard, on which is painted Fenus 
difarming Mars, had no fooner been difplayed 
at the door of my lodgings, than there entered 
the gay CYT H E RIS. She came forward 
with a very infolent air, and pointing to your 
Paper, aflced me, what I meant by not giving 
M 4 ^lartcr 
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^larter was I fuch a dotard, as to think it 

capable of being proved or did I mean to 

encourage the fellows to tell fhat I was a 

pitiful old wretch but however (he would not 

lofe the rank (he was fure her credentials would 

entitle her to and on this (he produced her 

lift of conquefts, confifting of at leaft twenty 
fheets of vellum, the margins of which were 
finely decorated with bleeding hearts : and then 
added, (he did not fear but (he (hould double 
them. Her fervant having by this time laboured 
up flairs with a huge bale of vouchers, I forgot 
the rudenefs of her addrefs on the fight of fo 
ample a teftimonial ; and if I had at firft enter- 
tained any doubts of its authenticity, I fliould 
immediately have given them up on fight of a 
death 'dealing tnole^ 

Cinqice-fpotted^ like the crimfon drops 

Vth" bottom of a cowjlip — — 

that lay encircled with fweets, like, a viper on 
a bank of violet Sy ready to wound whoever dares 
to approach. In raptures at the fight, I hafted 
to make my report to a committee attending for 
the appointment of oflScers, and in a few mo- 
ments returned with a commiflion, in which (he 
was nominated commander in chiefs and ac- 
quainted 
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quainted her, that in compliment to the fuperior 
'luftre of her charms it had been refolved, 

That henceforward no lady (hall be fuppofed 
to have given quarter, who doth not look as if 
ihe would grant it upon the firft afking. 

Not long after thefe entered a tall child, at 
moft i)ut in her thirteenth year, and therefore it 
feems unneceflary to fay ihe was in the fame 
cafe with the little fifter of a certain great prin- 
cefs, for whofe hiftory I refer people of fafhion 
to their chaplains. I concluded therefore, not- 
withftanding her unveiled appearance, fhe came 
in behalf of a friend, who imagined herfelf en- 
titled to fome htgh rank, and was prevented by 
a previous engagement from putting in her claim 
m perfon : I was confequently a little furprized 
to hear her lifp out, that Ihe begged leave to 
offer her fervice. Afraid of nipping fo forward 
a bud, I mentioned, with all poflible gentlenefs, 
that fhe was not yet quaTiiied ;: and defiring to- 
know what fhe had to urge in her own favour 
itiore than the zeal of her inclinations (which 
it was believed was general) the pretty dear af- 
fured me, fhe could not fleep a wink, when fhe 
heard the young ladies, who were but a little 
older than herfelf, boaft how many were dying 
for them. And indeed the little thing fhewed its 
goodwill with all hear tinefs; like a fprightlykid 
M 5 that 
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that buts ere its horns are fprouted, and me- 
ditates future mifchiefs. I thought every en- 
couragement fhould be given to fo protnifing a 
genius, and by a favourable reprefentation was 
happy enough to procure her a pair of colours,, 
which I hope fhe may be taught to wave in fuch 
a direftion, as to be very aijvantageous to her, 
A proper difpofition of fliade in paindng makes 
the figure feem to itand out of the piece, and 
we fcarce know how to believe a nearer infpec- 
tion, that tells us the furface is quite flat. How- 
ever, left her being admitted (hould encourage 
a fufpiciou/that we give commiffions to thofe 
who are not qualified for the fervice, it was di- 
reftly refolved, 

That no precedent be made of this: and 
that it is impolitic to (htw an inclination to con- 
quer before we have power to elFeft it; 

I AM very forry to obferve, that many mar- 
ried ladies appeared with their charms as openly 
cifplayed as the unmarried, and with handfome 
certificates cf their viftories unquefiionabiy at- 
tcfted ; and ALL urged their pretcnfions with a 
very peculiar confidence. This having been expell- 
ed, I had received inftruftions on this head, and 
in confequence of it a(kcd tlicm if their huibands 
were as public-fpirited as themfelves; and if 
they chofe fo let out their wives to all encounters ; 
5 other- 
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othenxrife, as no aft of a married lady ^as bind- 
ing without her huftand's confent, we were ap- 
prehenfive their inliftment was not legal. The 
anfwer was made with one voice, ** our huf- 
** bands 1 do you think we confulted our huf- 
" bands ! we appear in confequencc of your 
** advertifement, in which if the word hufband 
** had been mentioned, it would have given us 
*' fuch an averfion to the fcheme, that we 
** fhould not have appeared at all"— I here 
thought it proper to try another key, and urged, 
with much tendernefs, the great danger they 
would run ; that having already furrendered to 
ONE, with a promlfe of never aiming at future 
conquers, if they were taken in the attempt, 
no mercy could poiTibly be (hewn them. But I 
found them not the leaft intimidated, and there- 
fore, rifing to a farther note, 1 demanded, what 
could be their motive ? Not a defire of honour ; 
for it was well known, that all the laurels they 
won would be planted on their hu/bands brows. 
Not a zeal for the fervice, as their intent vifibly 
was to preclude virgin adventurers, to whom 
we chofe to truft the caufe ; not in Jeed from an 
opinion that their pov/ers were fuperior, but 
from an alFurance, that their intentions were 
more juftifiable. I found them as much loft to 
the fenle of fliame, as to that of fear or duty; 
M 6 and 

Digitized by Google 



2$! THE OLD MAID. No 30. 
and defpairing to prevail on them to give up 
their pretenfions, pofitively refufed to admit one 
of them ; and immediately entered the refolu- 
tion of the committee, 

That a married lady's appearing with an 
unfhielded bofom is contrary to the law of arms ; 
that none who do, belong to our troops, but 
are ail a kind of Huflar-forces, who wilf be tied 
down by no regulations, who will take all ad- 
vantages, and againft whom, of confequence, 
all advantages will be taken, 

A RAP of quality roufed me frgm fome re- 
flexions the laft fcene had brought on, and 
there entered an old lady, whofe eyes were funk 
in her head, as it were retiring from a world 
that did not furnifli a new folly to ftare at. Her 
cheeks indeed were yet blooming ; but as na- 
ture is not apt to mix winter and fpring thus 
oddly in the human face, I could not helpfuf- 
pefling it was owing to that wonderful art, 
which like a hot-houfe produces rofes at a time 
they do not naturally blow. She gave me 
no fpace for farther obfervation, or to guefs 
at her bufmefs ; which as (he advanced was 
very obvious. I will be fworn little mifs was her 
grandaughter ; the bare expofure, the ftudied 
rifjDgs and fallings, were fo very much alike; 
as well as the afFeftation with which flie brought 



out 
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out, " a very pretty fcheme this, Mr. and 

**. I think cannot fail of fuccefs, if you do not 
" truft too much to your new-raifed forces, and 
" negleft thofe that have been long in the fer- 
" vice. Look ye here, Sir, I do not believe 
" you will have a fairer account, or one more 
** properly witnefled, I expeft to be a general- 
" officer at leaft." I confefTed myfelf thorough- 
ly fatisfied with her credentials, and with a 
downcaft, penitential face, declared my forrow, 
for having negledled to mention the age, beyond 
which we' could not think of taking in recruits, 
and which I was afraid her ladyfhip was a little 
pafled, as I obferved the lateft date referred to 
the 3'ear one thoufand feven hundred and 

twenty that to be ftire fhe exhibited fome 

very fine ruind and that I fmcerely lamented, 

it (hould be the fate of the moil beautiful things 
to be as peri(hable a$ the moft deformed. I 
faw her paffion rifing from the word Age^ and 
the cracks in her forehead were by this time be- 
come really dreadful. I therefore thought it 
proper to retreat into the apartment where the 
committee fat. She was with us in an inftant> 
and as foon as her rage would permit, vpwed 
fhe would go oyer to the enemy, and fo put us 
under a neceffity of admitting her, as we were 
fenfible fuch dcferters would not give the French 

any 
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any very terrible notions of our power. But to 
prevent our beings put under the like difficulty 
for the future, it was rcfolved. 

That after fifty the nioft celebrated beauty 
ihall be deemed unfit for fervice ; and that it be 
recommended to all above that age, to put their 
arms under c^ver, as they will only become 
more rufty by continuing expofpd. 

There is, Mrs. Sifjgletm, a for wardnefs in 
the courage of fome very young heroines, that 
makes one tremble for the dangers it may expofe 
them to ; and thf .e is a defperatenefs in the mi- 
litary fpiiit of r - irried ladies, that muft always 
be attended witii the moft fatal confequences ; 
but the feeble cffbi'ts of age to diflinguifh itfelf 
in the fame way are perfe^SlIy comic. We (hould 
laugh at the firft, if there was nc" quite fo much 
to fear ; we cannot laugh at the fecond, becaufe 
every thing is to be apprehended ; but we mull 
have fcrfworn mirth, who do not give a loofe 
to it, on fight of an objefl: fo ridiculous as the 
laft. 

I am, 

Madam, 

Tour mojl oiedient 

and humble fervant, 
AN ANTIGALLICAN. 

Numb. 
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Numb. 31. Saturday, June 12, 1756. 



■ / am not covetous of gold. 

Nor care I who doth feed upon my cojl. 
It yerns not me if men my garments wear. 
Such outward things dwell not in my defires : 
But if it he a Jin to covet honor, 
I am the moji offending foul alive, 

Shakespcar. 

THERE is nothing in which modem mo- 
ralifts, if they have really intended to 
promote the welfare and happinefs of mankind, 
feem to me more miftaken, than in their endea- 
vours to reafon away the love of fame : a pafGon 
implanted in our fouls by the all- wife Creator 
for the nobleft and beft purpofes ; a paffion 
under the influence, of which the greateft adlions 
have been atchieved, and the contempt of which 
has, in all ages, been attended with a univerfal 
depravity of manners. 

Perhaps there is not any one j5rlnciple of 
aftion, except the generous love of liberty, and 
the ftill higher fenfe.of our duty to the be- 
nignant power who formed us, which has been 

pro- 
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produftive of To much good to mankind, as the 
paffion for true glory. 

To be infeiifible to well deferved pjaife k a 
mark either of that ftoicifm which rather merits 
the name of ftupidity than philofophy, or of a 
low and abjeft mind^ which, confcious of its. own 
infignificancy, acquiefces in the obfcurity it is 
unable to emerge from : the undiftinguiftied 
many, deftitute of every quality and every vir- 
tue that can deferve the applaufe of the world, 
may afFeft to defpife it, and fpeak with indif- 
ference of one of the higheft of human plea- 
fures ; but furely thofe of jfiner clay muft have 
more exalted fentiments, and muft feel and ac- 
knowledge the power of this charming divinity. 

That this paffion may fometimes be pro- 
duftive of ill I readily allow ; and the fame 
may be faid of every priaciple which aftuates 
the mind of man : even religion, the fv/eet, the 
mild, the amiable fouree of virtue, fometimes 
degenerates into the darkeft fuperftition, and 
produces the moft fatal efFedls : and the generous 
fpirit of liberty, carried to excefs, gives birth to 
licentioufnefs and confufion* Such is the im- 
perfeft ftate of humanity. 

The ravages of Alexander, it muft be con- 
fefled, were prompted by this deiire alone : for 
fiame he over- run whole nations unprovoked,. 

and: 
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and trod the burning defart in queft of foes 
amongft people whofe names were almoft un- 
known to the Greeks, But inflances of this fort 
are few and uncommon, whilft the numbers 
animated by the God-like love of glory to ferve 
and benefit mankind are impoffible to be told. 

In unconupted youth, the feafon of honor 
and integrity, we are fo flrongly aftuated by 
this glorious principle, that it is with regret we 
hear it reprefentcd by the old and interefled as 
the fantom of a diftempered brain, and the wild 
vifionary offspring of fancy : with difficulty are 
we brought to part with ideas in themfdves fo 
pleafmg, and fo fuitable to the felf-confcious 
dignity of our natures. 

I WILL venture to aflTcrt, that was this na- 
tural, this powerful, this glorious paffion, en- 
couraged in our young people : was it inculcated 
with half the pains which we beflow to teach 
them venality and avarice, we fhould foon emu- 
late the glory of our immortal anceftors, in the 
nobleft ages of Britijb heroifm : and inftead of 
flying, like cowards, at the firft appearance of 
an enemy, even when that enemy is, inferior in 
flrength, and trembling with the fear of foreign 
invafions, prevent the fcbemes of our ambitious 
neighbours, and bear the Britijb thunder to 

thofc 
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thofe fields fo often conquered by our gieat 
forefothers. 

But, alas ! this is fo far from being the cafe 
at prefent, that too many parents, and indeed 
too many of all thofe to whom the education of 
youth is committed, efpecially the youth of dif- 
tinftion, make it their fole aim to eradicate every 
worthy principle of aftion, and teach them to 
worfhip no goddcfs but intereft ; their young 
and pliable minds are early taught to look on 
nothing as truly valuable but riches, nor as 
ihameful but poverty ; glory they feldom hear 
of, and when they do, it is treated with lidi- 
cule and contempt, and reprefentcd as the paf- 
fioa of madmen and enthufiafls. 

There never was a time in which it was fo 
neceflary to revive the dying embers of this no- 
ble flame, I grieve to fay, that our ancient 
military fpirit is loft, that we are become a na- 
tion of traders ; and are dead to every paffion 
but the bafeft which can diflionour the human 
mind, the mean and infamous love of gold. 

See Britain.yttw^ in lucre* s fordid charms, 
And France rcveng'd of AnneV and EdwardV 
arms. 

Pops. 



But 
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But whither am I wandering? lam got, 
without knowing how, into politics, a fubje£t 
of all others the leaft agreeable either to my fex 
or ray difpofition. Let me rather talk of fame as 
it aife<5ts the peaceful part of the world, as it 
wakes the fl umbering mnfes, as it tunes the war- 
bling lyre, and is produdlive of every thhig ftrik- 
ingly great and noble in the fine arts : as to 
poets what an excellent one now living has faid 
.of health, may with equal propriety be applied 
to the love of fame. 

Without thy chearfuU a^ive energy ^ 

No rapture wakes the hreaji^ no poet Jtngs^ 

No more the maids of Helicon delight. 

Art of prefervi ;g Health. 

The true enthufiaflic fire, the animating 
fpirit which heaven alone can give, the rapturous 
breath of infpiration, difdains all fordid views, 
and can be put in aftion only by that paffion for 
true glory, which is infeparable from great and 
uncommon abilities. 

The fame might be faid of every other 
liberal art, the painter, the ftatuary, the mu- 
fician, all, to be excellent, muft feel the fame, 
pant for fame that animates the poets bofom : 
the laft named foas of genius have mdeed lefs 

occafioQ 
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occafion for this infpiring paffion, as they are 
more encouraged than the unfortunate race of 
authors, who have no motive but the love 
of fame to tune the unprofitable lyre : con- 
demned to toil without reward, few of them 
meet the fmile of a D'JRCT: like graihop- 
-pers, they fing out their fummer of hope, h\Jt 
foon die away, nor can long bear up againft the 
chilling blafts of difappointment. 

I HAVE another fimile for them, but find It 
fo well exprefled in a little poetical piece, wrote 
fome years fince by a perfon of diftinftion, that, 
as I am aflured it has never been in print, I ftiall 
make no apology to any body but the author, 
for giving it to the public. B. 

The spider. 
I. 

j^rtift / tvho underneath this table 
Thy curious texture haft cUfplay^d\ 

JVhoy if we may believe thefabky 
Waft once a lovely ^ blooming maid; 

II. 

Jnftdious, reftle/s, watchful fpidcr, 
Fear no officious damfeh broom^ 

Extend thy artful fahrick wider ^ 

Andf^ead thy banners round my room. 

III. Bruftj'd 
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III. 
Brujh'd from the rich man's lofty deling, 

Thou^rt welcome to my lowly dome ; 
Here thou may^Jifind a peaceful dwelling. 
Here undiflurVd attend thy loom. 

IV. 

While I thy wondrous flruBure flare at. 
And think on poets haplefs fate ; 

Like thee confined to lonely garret. 
And rudely banifb'd rooms ofjlate ; 

V. 

As thou from out thy tortur'd body 

Doji draw thy flender thread with pain ; 

So is he hufy'd, like a noddy, 

Tefpin materials from his brain, 

VI. 

He^ for fomeJHiwdry, fluttering creature. 
Thai fpreads her charms before his eyeSy 

And thafs a conquefi little better. 
Than thine o'er captive butterflies, 

VII. 

Thus far, ^tis plain ^ you both agree, 
Tet death perhaps may- better fhow it ,• 

'7zj ten to one but penury 

Ends both thefpider and the poet. 

Numb. 
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Numb. 32. Saturdat, June 19, 1756. 

^z/^ Tu^^w gccd Saturn, hamJfS d from above , 
Was driven to hell, the world was under Jove. 

Ovid. 

Madam^^ 

I Am an old politician, who have long been 
watchful ovtr the public, without hitherto 
finding any advantage from my fchemes, either 
to the world or myfelf ; but I think what I 
have now to propofe cannot fail oi being of 
great utility to both. 

You muft know then, that being of opinion, 
as a man of the world, that fome national re- 
ligion is, for decency's fake, neceflary in every 
coutitry, I have made it my bufmefs for fome 
yeafrs to inquire into the reafon of the extreme 
unfafhionablenefs of Chriftianity in England 
amongft polite people ; and find it muft be from 
one of thefe two caufes, either that the virtues 
it enjoins are too hard for genteel people to 
praftifo ; or that its being the religion of the 
whole nation has made it too common, and, if I 
may be allowed the expreifion, vulgarized it. 

Whilst 
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Whils r infidelity was confined to high life 
to be fure, it was jufl the thing one could have 
wifhed, as it was feparating from the caiiaille, 
and at the fame time taking off thofe hofridie- 
ftraints upon the pleafures of the Bcau-mondcy 
which the rules of Chriftianity brought with 
them ; but as the whole mob of this town have 
dared to follow the falhion, I thiiik it muft be 
as odious now as the national religion, and 
fomething new muft be introduced to divide us 
once more from the crowd. It is well known 
that free-thinking has defcended from people of 
fafhion to their fen^ants, and from thence to the 
numerous and polite communities of hackney- 
coachmen, chairmen, porters, &c. and flouriflies 
no where more than amongft the amiable fair 
ones who dilpenfe rotten fruit in bafkets and 
wheel-barrows, through the ftreets of this me- 
tropolis. What I have therefore to propofe is, 
that free-thinking be left to the mob, Chrif- 
tianity to trades-people and old maids, and that 
a neXv or revived religion be introduced intirely 
for the ufe of people of quality. 

This being determined, and I think no rea- 
fonable perfon can be againft it, it only remains 
to take a review of fuch modes of faith as have 
exifted in other places, but have here the claim 
of novelty, and to chufe fuch a one as may be 

agree- 
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agreeable to the manaers of modern people of 

faftiion. 

I AT firft thought of Mahometanlfm, as the 
prophet's paradife would, I am convinced, be 
very agreeable to modern tafle ; but then there 
are two or three infuperable objeftions; this 
paradife we muft confider is only in revcrfi^n, 
and whatever indulgencies are promifed in ano- 
ther world, there are fome articles of felf-denial 
enjoined the true believers in this, which would 
never be received by polite people in this 
country. The prohibition of wine and gaming, 
are things not to be born, and we (hould cer- 
tainly have a petition from the dub at White's 
to oppofe a faith which forbids the only two 
pleafures which true fine gentlemen have any 
relifti for : befides, the flavery of praying five 
.times a day muft be intolerable to thofe who 
have a habit of never praying at all ; I have alfo 
too greftt a refpeft for the ladies to introduce a 
religion which bears fo. very hard upon them 
and which is even fo ill bred as to deny them 
fouls. 

Upon the moft mature deliberation, Paganifm 
is what I have fixed upon, as^hat will in all 
refpefts be moft agreeable j and I therefore 
humbly propofe, that a bill be brought in, the 
next feffion of Parliament, for. the eftablifhment 

of 
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of the Heathen religion from Temple-bar to 
Upper-Grofvenor-ftreet ; and becaufe the coun- 
try-folks are obftinate, and enemies to innova- 
tions, that all people of fzOucm be allowed a 
chapel and a prieft in their own houfes for the 
ihort time in the fammer they may dioofe to 
mortify at thdr family- feats. 

The benefits likely to accrue from this efta- 
blifliment» are not poffible to be told : In the 
^ft place, as in the pre&nt ftate of the nation 
frugality ought to be confidered, it is a very 
fuffident reafon for giving this religion the pre- 
ference to any new one, that all, for whom it 
is intended, are already provided with gods, 
and many of them with temples; this would 
tharefore be as good a way to make them of ufe, 
as the tax propofed Ibme time %o by the lively 
Mr. Town. 

Secondly, I think it might be made a 
means of providing for a fet of men who are of 
all others the greateft objeAs of companion, I 
mean the poets, who I would have preferred to 
be priefts of thefe reftored deities; they having, 
befides their diftrefles, this very reafonable plea, 
that thefe gods owing their very being to their 
tuneful predeceflTors, the poets of old times 
they have a kind o( natural right to a large 
fhare, at kaft, of whatever emoluments may 
arife from their worihip. 

N In 
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In the next place, as there are fo many fe- 
male deities, a handfome provKion may be made 
for yoiing ladies of fmall fortunes, whofe cafe, 
fince the lowering of intereft, and the prohibi* 
tion of marrying for love, is ahnoft as deplorable 
as that of the gentlemen before mentioned ; and 
who, atprefent, unlefs happy enough to be ad^ 
mitted as toad-eater to fome woman of fafliion, 
a fituation of all others the moft agreeable, hav« 
no rcfource but the town ; which indeed, fine* 
icnne ladies of rank have, by taking up thtf 
Kade^ lowered the price, 4$ hardly br&ui. 

I INTEND to be chief-prieft of JupiUr mjbi£\ 
have fixed upon two poetical pbyficians, whole 
works are ju(Uy admired by the public, 
though they have beea of very little benefit to 
themfelves,. to prefide in the temple of Jpoih ; 
and intend you, Mrs. Singleton^ for high-prieft- 
cfs of Diana, to which honor you have a double 
riglit by your chaftity and your genius.' 

As to Fenus, I don't doubt but half the women 
of quality in England, will prefs to fcrve in her 
temple; but as it will be wrong to fhow any 

partiality to birth in this cafe, Mifs F — M . 

will moft certainly have the preference, unlefs 
Lady ■ or the accomplifti'd Mifs — — 

-can produce a larger lift of conquefts. 

For 
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F^R Minerva'^ prieftcff^, I am rff ^ w« 
Aali be 4a fome diftisefs ; fpr tiixQVgl^ thejt^ 9r« 
wiu^ n^'^fii ^yoqa^ of &9iiaQ, who wouI4 
^^g^ ^ fp^ar and Queld admirably, j^et ^ 
^haftiiy, wiftoip, and good hufwifery, are the 
attoUi«te» of ^\% goddeid, \ muck dpubt beU^ 
^We to fiud hatf a doijep in d^ tp^im duly qji^aU^ 
&d» andftm ineliaed to b^lkvie we gmft inqnire 
^moagft thp tiop<ritihed d4iig)^t6r$ of £ox-hui^ters 
in Tarl^ire^ for atteadants ofi ^r %tm^ 

Tub, reftoration of cmdea too, a Beceflfary 
confequence of Paganifm, I think, may be qiada 
a very pretty bjufioefs^ ap^ ajtibe ing^nioi^s Mrs* 
Grmm9n4 to? fo long poflfefl^d tl^ gift of in- 
fpira^Pf, I kite^ to bq^d by jTi^cription, au 
-or^ck qf Apolh upon Richmpn4-lHllf Y^here fhe 
fl^ perform tjie office of the Pytbiuy affifted 
by a c|i^ of an hi^ndr^ youxig ladiea of un* 
-Xpptted repetitions, (if to befoijind) good voicesi 
and ^ competent i)all in muflck* 

The oracle of Jupiter ftiall be managed by 
Ae thundering Mr. R — m — ne\ and the my- 
iterious Mr. W^^tf-^ (hall give out refponfes 
from a new cave of Trophonius^ for which pur* 
pofe I have been fo fortunate as to fecure the 
grotto of a lady of quality in Berkjfnre, 

Put thjefe are far from being all the advan- 
tages which will attend my fchemc : nothing 
N z can 
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can be more agreeable than the liberty every one 
will have to choofe a god for himfelf : the poli- 
ticians ^11 have their Jcfve^ the topers their 
Bacchus^ and the gamefters thdr Mercury (the 
ancient god of thieves) and to fave time to this 
jnduftrious race, whofe attendance in temples 
would be troublefome, I propofe that at every 
polite cofleehoufe a flatue of their nimble-fin- 
ger*d god be fixed in. the card-room, that they 
may be able to pay their devotions without 
lofing time from the important bufinefs of 
play. . ^ 

It cannot fail of bdng agreeable to the h- 
dies, as it will not only be produftive of amufe- 
ments, a hymn to Jupiter or Apollo being as 
gopd as an opera, but it will give them an ad- 
mirable excufe for fome litde faftiionable fell- 
ings, which ^fince a late aft of parliament, it 
is very difficult for young ladies of rank, who 
keep good company, to avoid. If a fair one 
Jiappens, 

E'er a wife to be a nurfe^ 

flie may without blufhing charge the faut-pas 
to the account of fome powerful deity, 

tor hoiv can mortal maids contend with, Jove ? 

If 
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If our Belks are not able to refill the torrent of 
handfome H—Jf—ns or H — n — uns^ now ready 
to break in upon them, or the mora preffing ad- 
drefe of our expefted invaders, they may with 
great decenqr {^roteft themfelves invulnerable to 
mankind, but that there was no refilling the 
inighty Mars^ who folicited them in the form 
©f a German Col. or French Marquis. 

I COULD enumerate many other advantages 
Attending my fcheme, but I am afraid I have al- 
ready exceeded the liuiits of your paper. If 
you print this, you fliall hear farther from 
Tour very huinble/ervantf 

F.S. 
B. 

>o<>c>c<>oc<>o< x>o<x>c<><^^ 

Numb. 33, Saturday, June 26, 1756. 
Noffe hac omnia faluti eji Adulefcentulis, 

T4know all thefe things is for the advantage of 
young perfons. 

To Mrs. Singleton, 

M A D A M» 

IT is the common fate of thofe who labour 
for the public, to fee their mod promifing 
fcbemes rendered inefFeftual by fpme crofs ac- 
N 3 cident 
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«cdd€fit which ao ftgacltf cottW fbr^fee, and 
confeqtiemly fia fH-adeilcc could prevent. It 
•would therefor^ very ill become my ^e dnd 
expericficfc to be ehagriaed at fiicding this to be 
my own cafe. Indeed, fopportei* by that re* 
fleftlon and the confckwfiieft ^i having the^fit 
well, I am calm and refigft^d under a difeppoint^ 
ment, the affliftion of 's^hieh thoftf alone ca* 
be truly fenfible of, who are of a fanguine com-- 
plexion, and hav6 kth a fat6tite d^fign, bigj 
With the moft important confequenc^, tiflSXi^ 
peftedly frnftrated. 

A R£?oKT that pi^vail^ kft week gave oc- 
cafion to my making ufe of my philofophy at 
this time. You muft undoubtedly have heard 
that the Frinch couff, fr(ni$ aS ^^iS^tSM 
that their ambitious defigns would be effeftually 
baffled by the fctieme I had the honor to pro- 
pofc, had c^ar«d an imftieftfe rewitfd to a^y one 
who (hould happily invent a counter fcheme. la 
CoafequenCe of wMch a cekbrated Optieian b6d 
engaged to furnifli them immediately with a 
proper number oiJ^eBacles of a particular kind, 
that would magnify tholes into ^fhmntainsy and 
that it was propofed the troops they Hrfere to 
fend againrt us fliould h^ve their eye^ giulfded 
with thele ; whkh as they woiild givt tbe bfe- 
ioms of oar fair warriors tbe feme appearance 

which 
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¥yhieh Gulliver tells us the moft cklicate breaft 
amongfl the Queca of BroinUgnag's maids of 
hohor had to him, would tetidcr them rather 
objtfts of mirth than of terror. 
" I kAVE taken fome pains to trace this ftrange 
report back to its fountain, and find that a valet 
of one of the Ftemh minifters told it to his mif- 
trefs in great cbnfidlence; (he, under the feal of 
fccrecy, difcoverfed it to another of her favor- 
ites ; who with the fame ak of myftcry revealed 
it to her ihilliner, who fettt it ovd-, with an ac- 
count of new faftiohs, to otte oif the fame bufi*- 

Hefs hfere> Who tokt it to ^e Gountfefs dE ^ 

%h6 told it everybody. 

fHfi l^ftifc it his occftfidhfed is Mcdly cr^ 
lAc. Thfe tft>dpi that k fiW Weeks ago difplayed 
fllSf Aftrtiaive ChiriMs iii eHrf place of publit 
fefort, ifl fuch mighty fitmbers that the moft 
deipdnding thought thettifeltes fecure, are ih- 
ftttfibly diihinifhed to a number too fmall to d(^- 
ferve notice. 

Some indeed have imputed this general de- 
fertion to more juftifiable caufes than an un- 
willingnefs to (land fo cloft an examination as 
thefe new invented glaffts muft fubjeft them to ; 
and it has been urged, that it is the ufo^l time 
for people ctffafhion to retite into thie country, 
N4 in 
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in order to ky a frcfh (lock of health and com- 
plcxioa for the fervice of the next winter. 

No one would be more glad than myfelf to 
vindicate the fteps of thofe whom I profefs t^ 
reverence on this Jide idolatry; and I (hould 
think it perhaps owing to a natural fondnefs for 
my own fchemc, that I cannot help believing 
there is fomething more than common in this 
fttdden deferdon, but that it is notcn*ious the 
young- ladies of this age have fhewn a very re- 
markable averfion to fpeSlacles. It cannot have 
efcaped your obfervation, with how liule re- 
fpeft they generally look upon an aunt oruncl^ 
and fometimes a father and mother, whom age 
has reduced to the necei&ty of wearing them. 
Eut if it is the misfortune of a huiband to bie 
obliged toufe them, the contempt is yetgrcatar, 
though the reafon erf" it is fomething differ- 
ent ; it being here 4iot the want of fight they 
defpife, but the impertinent delire of feeing 
more than a modem lady choofes her hufban)^ 
ft^ould. Wherever I have remarked this undif- 
guifed abhorrence I could not avoid wondering 
what it was that could pofllbly have reconciled 
them to their choice. I have indeed found that 
there isconflantly in this cafe a hand fome join- 
ture, and a large private purfe, and therefore 
fuppofe it is the nature of thofe things to lefleti 
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a lady's averfioa to JpeSIacks very confidcrably 
for a fhort time. 

But however this may be, there is nothing 
now to be done but to keep, as much as pof- 
iible, tlie force we have raifed from becoming 
terrible to ourfelves. It cannot but be expcfted 
that thofe who have been thus particularly traced 
in the arts of deilroying, will take every oppor- 
tunity of putting thofe arts in practice; and it 
is therefore my duty to put my countrymen on 
their guard. 

I HAVE had intelligence of the rout the 
greateft part of them have taken. A few are 
gcMie to their country-feats with the foberdefign 
of bearing the artlefs melody of the woods, of 
fitting under (hady beeches, rambling over dai- 
fied meadows, or on the banks of jrivulets. 
Thefe are in general very harmlefs, and except- 
ing an excurfion or two to a horfe-race, will 
not be in the way of doing much mifchief. But 
much the greater and moredangerous part arc 
gone to TunbridgCy Cheltenham^ or Scarborough ; 
which places I would advife all who have any re- 
gard to their future happinefs, to avoid with as 
much caution as they would the haunts of the 
rattle-fnake, who doih not with more certahuy 
dcftroy the poor animal whofe eye it hath once 
N 5 fixed 
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fixed 6a iffdf, tKaifi the bbfotris of thefe fdi 
amazons will difpatch the UDcaciifiou? gazer^; 

From a long cdurfe of verjr ^ttfentivi 6^er- 
vation, 1 can arfiire fhdfe v/ho maj be rn llafi^ 
6f meeting wi(h any of them,, that the hdaft& 
that are lodged in bofoihs that hat(J been thtts 
cafe-hardened, are generally bfecdfhe eqtially uit- 
ftelihg. I have fcarce fnet "Wkh 6rf6 of thfe 
fort, that has been penetrable by fiAc^r'e ajfec- 
tion, by manly fenfe, by polit^nefe, ^heroAty, 
public virtue, or any other fuch old-faSiidrtl^d 
good qualities. Title, drefs, equipage, dfid the 
like, are the only things that appeal to have 
any effeft; and the impreffion they inakd iS b^ 
like that of the levo-et in the mdrnihg 4li6% fiA- 
jeft to be defaced by the ftighteft gurt 6f Wtid, 
and fure to be foon confounded aihong a tHou- 
fand other tracks that will render it undtfei- 
guiftiable. "' 

OVID tells us, that love is a warfare : Wq 
may add, that it is attended with very p^etftlat 
unliappinefs ; in other cafes the vanquidlfed ixk 
pitied, are refpefted 5 to be the flave ht i he- 
roine that defpifes her conquefts, is the lingiilar 
fate of him who becomes the captive of a btkif ty 
vhofc fole objeft is viftory. 

This is not all ; for tlie means are as iifi- 
jUAifiable as the cad. What would you think 

of 
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df the man^ ^ho (hottlt ddn^- ihtG {6het cdrh^- 
p4ny with k drawn fwdtd, which h^ Is detttrolhei 
to plofigfc toto the breaft of the firft pferfoii hfc 
"xiieets ? Is the other hi the leaft t mote ctiriftlaft 
praftice ? I make no doubt but the legi(ktUro^ 
at a convenient tiriie, wIU titofe cognizance of 
this horrid violation of the rights of fociety, and 
that I {hall in a few ye^rs fee the violent feizure 
of a man's perfon ito this barbarous way, conii- 
dercd in the feme light as a forcible entry into 
hishoufe, or the detention of his property. 

In the mean while I would recommend to all, 
who cannot tbfolutely Iscep om ef thfe wa;^ of 
thefe open and determined afiaf&ns, to oppofe 
fOTce with policy. There is a certain diftance 
at which the moft deftruftive batteries ceafe to 
be fatal ; but unfortunately there is no poffibi- 
lity of always fixing that diftance, as it muft 
neceflarily be different, according to the Ikill 
of the engineer, the weight df fnetal, and tKe 
ftrength of powder. However, if they are fo 
tmhappy as to be drawn unawares within the 
fphere of their influence, they will do well to 
keep their eyes full oh their faces, and not to 
let any little arts fhey m^y ufe draW theih 
downwards ; not the play of their liilgers abou't 
the top of their flays, as it Were to adjtift th^h? 
tuckers, hoi tht frequent change in the cflfpoff- 
N 6 tioQ 
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tioQ of the Bosfexs, that one would at firft ima-^ 
glue were geoeroofly defigncd to (bade their bo- 
jbou, but which we foon find were really in- 
•tended to give them frequent oocafions of dired- 
jng our eyes thither. 

lam^ Madam, 

Tuir mqft obedient ^ 
and humble fervant^ 

AN ANTIGALLICAN. 



Numb. 34. Saturday, July 3, 1756. 

So march* d the Thradan Amazons of old, 
fVhen Thermodon with Moody billows rotPd: 
Such troops as thefe in fhinings arms werefien^ 
Whenthtka^met infght their maiden queen. 

DRY]>BM*tVjr|^ 

To Mrs* SlKCLETON. 

YOUR two firft Antigallican letters, my 
dear Singleton, had a ftrange effeft upon 
our neighbourhood. From the appearance of 
ypur twcnty-feventh paper to yonr laft, our 
women were preparing to enlift themfelves into 
any new regiment diat you or your correfpond- 
cnt flu>uld raife. There was fcarce. a woman 

mthivir 



Digitized by Google 



N034. T H E O L D M A I D. tjt 
'Within ten miles of HartingUy-bdll who did not 
drefs, ftare, and rant like a tragedy hero. You 
are well acquainted with this corner of the 
world, and I remember when you was with us 
laft fummer, you obferved that our young ladies 
had a certain ikuttling fliuffle in their gait, very 
unbecoming, and very different from the eafy 
air and tread of Jfuiia : they had correAed this 
error moft efFeftuaMy ; they no longer appeared 
to Ikuttle, but prance. They feemed to borrow 
their motions from Days's Brentford army in the 
Itishearfal ; and I am told, that they were pri- 
vately praftifing the P ruffian exercife, witih a 
defign <^ introducing it publicly at our next 
& — g aflembly, as a new country dance. Their 
very voices were changed, and infteadof awaken* 
ing our drowfinefs, oc drawing away our eyes 
from the cards, as formerly, by a fcream or a 
fqueak, they roared and bellowed at lady I — s 
rout louder than the braveft and higheft fpirited 
captain in the room. Mifs Stdty Bofomkafe^ 
whom in hnmoi'ous conformity to her pad cha* 
rafter you ufed to call the hrijk Lightnings wa$ 
avowedly the bold Thunder. If (he wanted the 
attendance of any of her mother's fervants, in- 
ftead of fummoning them in the ufual way by 
putting her fair hand to the taflel of a bell, 
which you koow is to be done often without fo 

much 
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mud) 19 inoViog ftom one's chair^ flie rather 
chctfc to Idare, the room, and fignify her plea- 
fore from the ftait*ca(fe, With fuch mbre thaa 
BiaftikliQe vocifaratiotii as to alarni, aod ^moft 
urrify the whde houfe; ^erc you to hear her, 
you would knagtae it was feme brazen-throated 
chmrman calHng w^ tnan. 

The military drefs Wad encl^fing apate 
lunoQg us : not a girl from the ^gfc of twelve to 
fiYC'aild*t\toity Who Hd not wear oil hfer hdad^ 
dtefe firnie fignal of battle. Mi6 Moi&/b, wh6, 
in the fpriog wo^e a poft-chaife in her hair, 
betog refolvcd to &€w ftoie degree of kartiin^ 
wxhai^ her v^&kle for an Owl, the bird df 
PtMs, ft goddefs, who, (heinfoifitise^ery body, 
jwas adiied PaSas from brandi(hing her (pear in 
war. The widow Jt^s, not caring to difcover 
her grey locks too openly by giving into th^ fa- 
•^fjti {b far 48 to wear ho head-clottths^ ,4nd 
having been outdone by Msdijb's owl, wis car 
iieavoutifcig to pfombtt a iubfcripfen, toWardt 
fUrchafing fiom Mr. Cie^rt of Ptctadilfy the 
ftatues of Maf-s Jtod Pallas, which were to b^ 
placed at the tWb ends of ottr aflfembly-room 
Mntmg each other. The chirnney-jribce of 
4hat room is alrtsady decorated by a prim of our 
fefflous ^£en Elizahfith, on horfi^ck, ha^ 
(^DgttlBg her-i»my, wbik eocamfcdat T^liwry 

ia 
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Icftiue yoft- I J§*j ttM^ thcf ce)>ft»«ii8 tf the 
Edri of LHctfler. 

Mi$3 r^^/Z/a Pfl>^^ fe^fttol ittftnitel^ ha{)py 
te her Chfiftlan nttme, *k} thotjgh fh€' l§ tfe 
rider 6f her thtee fifters, fhe Infiftfed taj^c^ heir 
/trrna»ie bdhig abfohitdy forgotten. What ete- 
vatfcd tef ftiU fflorey Was her havthg Ififfj^red « 
fieighbOuriii^ foX-hOfttfilr tt^Uh thfe rhlmlfig (fV 
rit ; to convince in* of t^'Mch, Are pt-adtit^d a 
fk^em of forty ^tsti ajddfdTed to hdr by ih)i tide 
«f th* Vin/ilan. ^ 

VOLLT IPtSTBP, th% da««ftg.ttttflW=^*s 
tfaughtet, Iniate flp^ beifig cilted Pm^^ " »|. 

' T»tr s y6)»' fte, smgmwi, by <h* fev^i-al *ii- 
driiftefc I hb^ cfUbtudi th«t rfrcf a thwot^ 
feferth h^d'be^n m^e totOGAtiiWvid, S^en&ts 
P9lymfis^ ftild ^jy^'S Wt^Parlthidn, the bKrfft- 
bi«d datt^tef of fovi hftd baft tbdfeft the tt- 
tej&r goddtfe of oar Htrndit^d. But I gdeve to 
fty ky yotir torrt>^Dficnt's lafl letter vbfdititriy 
broke flH our cuedfares; ^ pvMic fph-ittd as we 
are, I don't find any of fe are ^VilHng to fttaid 
fofevere a iitf utiny, whftih the gAod \rWow 
^f}^/ declared isr fuch a frivd as no modeft wt^ 
mail cmghft to fui&BMt.t^. 

I I WAS 
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I WAS almoft in abfolcte defpair, and began 
to dunk it was neceflary to difband our recruits, 
when it luckily ftartdl into my head, that they 
might b great ufe at fea; it is plain from what 
has pafledy the French could not expeft to meet 
ftlch for. idable enemies cm that element, and 
confequently would not be prepared for their 
reception. The laft aflembly afibrded me an 
occafion to make the propofal. 

Wv had fcarce finiflied our tea, when the 

poft coming in, fome letters which were foon 

handed about In a private public manner, gave 

OS as patriots a gloomy account of an encounter 

intheAMitirranean between thefng/i^and 

R-eneb fleets. • Our young female fpirits imme- 

. diately took fire, tl^ became rapidly impatient 

. to recover any diigrace that as yet may feem to 

rcfleft upon our country : they declare unani- 

.moufly, fmce things werQ going in this way 

amongfl the men, it was time for the women to 

take the war out of their management, to con* 

vert their aflembly-rooms into drills for military 

exerdfe, and to call for mufkets and bayonets 

inflead of violins and cards : and many o£ them, 

with great fire and fleadinc£i in their lopks (but 

• upon my word, without an oath) averred loud* 

}y, that they woi^d not bcfic^r\ir«rd ever dance 
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to aoy other mufic but that of druim. and trmn 
pets. 

When the firft tumult <^ female uproar had 
ceafed, I addreflcd myfelf to half a dozen of 
my acquaintance in fuch a manner as to be heard 
by feveral more, in very high terms <rf pleafure 
andapplaufe, to find fuch a martial fpirit in my 
own fex, at a feafon when it was (o (hamefuUy 
wanting in the other, adding at the fame time, 
that I thought, during the prefent appearances 
of things, we ought to turn our derotions frcna 
Pdllas to Neptune, the ftate of affairs now 
leeming to require our af&ftance rather in th« 
fea than the land fervice. The thought hap- 
pened to be perfeAly acceptable: and I foou 
heard a univerfal buz of approbation. 
' CAM IL LA inftantly deckred herfelf a ma« 
fine. Pally Inftep lamented that Hatoke and 
Saunders were fo far failed towards the Medi" 
terranean as not to be overtaken, otherwife 
flic would have offered herfelf to dther of the 
udmirals, who would have accepted of her for 
a firft mate. Mifs Modi/b threw away her owl, 
and formed a (hip out of a card, which (he 
fiuck into her hair, to remain there till (he can 
receive from London, d third Rate, in fdver wire, 
with, THE BLAKENEY, for tl>at is to be its 
name, wrought into the ftet^ in gold capitals> 

Mifs 
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*Bfs ^ky Bfomhrt intends tb offei* hetfelf for 
a -ff<2/&;2's place in the firft man of war thaf faili 
for GiiraHar, upon Whtth refolution her ^t 
hvtt ftMlPfaftk toM her, he foond Aat JohH^ 
^y Gay'i ballad Witi tipoh the point of bting ris- 
yerfed, Biack^yed Sii/m being determined td 
qait the fhorc, and Swtet fniJiafn to fee heron 
bbardy t6 receive a falute from her, to row trflj 
and to wave his lily hand. The Wit of a cox- 
comb is more nanfeous than atiy other kind of 
impertinence : yet I comrmend the fdiow for 
©pcnly oMrning hrmfelf a coward j and I alfo bb- 
glA flow t6 apprehend that moft Df th^ trouri^ 
<f[ the kingdom is lodged in female breafts ; at 
Iflift I fuppofe it wffl be ncJce/Tary rcf try i*. 

The widow j^K^r, whtrfc years will fidt fttft 
fer bef td nth tntd lA &ie ektratagahUdi bf the 
^i^ ^t of obr aifen^iy, declared that al*- 
thoijgh the dcUcacy of her cbnflitution ^B niit 
fofler her to Tentnre herfelf amidft the biilowiB 
of the oce^ yet to fisew her good hkliQatiofis 
ihe wfll write to Mr. Dsat-d to fead h&r a new 
knotting fhuttle m the fhape of an anchor^ and 
wUl lie every night ia a hammock. Thfe laft 
gefiaral,refc4iitba was tb wear bine aftd white 
checqtted liden : a^d the I^ied %tere all (o 
ufaamifibdfe in this order, that 1 know not how 
€b efestfe^/bodltti^ to U, mikfs t pfeatf a M^ 

prohi* 
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prohibition from m]p batbadd. Come among 
tti fooli, (kartft Sihgktcn, only to fefe bow rf^ 
feftHftlly ^bu hav^ turned but Waids : bat rd* 
ifiembfei- that ^^* and Rc^ru^ if retilraetf 
ff^ti^ Rialand^ fml not to bring ^itli tfherti 
ch*C(i\iea ftiifts to appear in at chtlrcK^ tht 
BiindEay aff^f Ih^ir atrivM. 

ELEONOftA HARTlNGLtt. 

JP. i". I am glad to he^i: Mts. MoufttAgui is fo 
MUdh bfctto. Ybu talk bf faking lodgings fi* 
her at Rkhtnoitd for chattgfe of aif", WoaW ftot 

apartment, a lihcaffe ^/U^efcoiie, ^d rfd ^^ 
fiiony ^t kaftinglif'tiaH. 

%3WB. 35. SAttTitl5rA¥, j^z^ ioi ij^Bi 

CoHifarklf dtF many twK'tl htfort their dcafh^ . 
The kmikmi mmr tajle of death ifut mc^, 

Tli E R £ IS nothing which appears tb ffit 
fo exfraordinary as that any fiiaft fhould 
ctare tb behave like a toward : tliat eVen' thb 
bra veil may fometimes feel for a moment a kiiid 

of 
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of conflitutional horror at the appearance o* 
danger, I can fuppofe, but that the fear of 
death (hould be fo ftrong as to get the better of 
the dread of infamy and univerfal contanpt, of 
the tove of our country, of our family, and our 
friends, is one of the moft afionifhing pheno- 
mena in nature. What daggers has a commander 
of our fleet planted in thebreaftsof his relations ! 
How has he diftionoured a name, before fo glo- 
rious ! How has he betrayed that confidence 
bis king and his country repofed in him, and 
which, untried as he was, could hardly have 
been denied to a fon of the brave Lord 7Vr— « / 
why did he feek a command for which he could 
not help knowing he was unfit i 

It has been fuppofed by fome there was 
treachery in the cafe ; but I am convinced it 
is to cowardice we arc to charge his ill conduft : 
had he been brave, however treacherous, he 
could not have been within fight of the fort 
which holds the godlike BLAKENEY, without 
endeavouring to relieve him; indeed the cir* 
cumftance of leaving this heroic general a prey 
to the French y is fuch an aggravation of his 
guilt, that death, though the only punifhment 
cowards fear, and therefore here the propar 
one, is, if he is guilty, infinitely too mild for 
his crime. 

Nothing 
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Nothing can I think be a ftronger proof 
of his cowardice than the extravagant and ex- 
aggerated praifes he bellows on adnurai Wejl^ 
for haviog done his duty in the aftion ; praifes 
which I am fure will be as ofeniive to that 
really brave man, as they muft be to every per- 
(bn who reads diem. *^ I am (fays he) to thank 
** you a thoufand and a thoufand times for your 
'^ gsdlant behaviour this day ; I wi(h you had 
<< been better fupported" (in this wifh every 
Britm will join) " your behaviour was like an 
« angel." 

How unlike is this to the honeft rough plain* 
nefs of a Britijb failor ! and how evident a proof 
of the mfinite obligation he thought himfelf un- 
der to the gallant Mr. IV^eft for fo angelically 
(landing between him and danger ! 

To me, who remember, though very young 
at that time, the glorious campaigns of the duke 
of Marlborough, and whofe firft ideas of pub- 
he affairs were thofe of conqucft and viftory, 
thefe occurrences appear indeed extraordinary. 
I remember the French humbled and fuppUant 
to us, and can hardly believe that this people, 
who owe almoft thdr cxiftence to the mercy of 
Queen June, fltould now be able to imprefs us 
with fuch terror as to drive us to the unconfti- 
tutional and mortifying ftep of calling infordgn 

forces 
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forces to defend a jM^lous oatioB^ who^ if 
armed and mfpired. ^th their {otmes courage, 
.might defy the united fere* of JBurppg. to c^i^ 
quer them : nor isj^t lePs ftnmge to ikm^ to iisar 
of Britijb fleets flying before enemks weaktr 
than themfelveSy and hafely alvuMk>aii^ fi|ch a 
general as Blak^nsy, vAth his bpa¥« garciiba, to 
a force which, unaffifted aad weak as they are 
}n number, It i» aimoft impolGble for iheiQ to 
refift. 

But why do I fayimpoffiWe? Nothing is 
impoflible to men poflcfled with the Iqsfe of 
glory, of their country, and their kingi and I 
have yet the ftrongeft hojpies that this gallant 
garrifon, abandoned and ua^fEfted as they ar^ 
^H hold out till the brave admirals who ai» 
gone to their relief are able to reach the^, and 
give them that afliftance they in vain hoped 
from the de^nerate fon of hor-d Ti/s— »-n-a«. 
Nothing can be impoflible to t)ie hero, wh0 
could write thus to his heir, " When you ace 
•*^ affbred that this place is taken by the Frmcb, 
^ I defire you to take immediate poflieffioa of 
** my eftate.*' Perhaps I may be thought rir 
diculous when I fay, that I could not read this 
p^flage without tears of jpfeafure and exulta- 
tion. 

SURELT 
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SoRBLT aothiog caa appear mor^ wooderv 
ful* thao that this nation Aould b?. .powerful 
and viftorious in the reign of a weak womao 
and that it fhould become infamous and con' 
temptible in that of a pripce, whofe ma|tant 
fpmt >s univerfally kno«r„, and whofe uncoS 
mon intrepidity and prowefs Wivs the adiniratM»a 
of that unequal commander to whom Queen 
yime was indebted forthegloriw of h«rrd^ 

Fptt of rafleaioes Jikethrfe, and anSs 
for the fate of Sriiuin, I feU aOeep Uft niflht 
and was wfited by a dream fo very extraordi* 
nary, that I wUI b^ leave ia my next f^p^ ^ 
I k^ve not time nm to relate U in any reRukr 
order, to lay it before the public: I m„ftown 
I am of^^^'s opinion, that^r,««,. d,y,,„j 
from Jove ; and as this made fo flrong ap im 
preffion on myfelf, amnot without hopes it ma, 
havefomeefFea on others. IhopemytaviZ 
for to be fure dreams are nomore. Avil] not have 
the fate oi Caffandra^, prophecies. One thin. 
I am fure of, that this princefs could not mean 
fetter to T..;, than I do to Britain : ^^j ,^^ 
latter efcape the fate of the former ! may cver^ 
officer in the army or navy, who has the hi 
nor to be employed by his M.jestv, be i^ 
fpired wnh the courage of his Soveieign • and 
may our royal Priam live to fee peace refto^eS 
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10 his kingiom, and fecured oa a laftidg foun- 

dattooy b7 a confiituthnal preparatioa for 

war! 

B. 

Numb. 36. Saturday, July ly^ 175^. 



"Vhe peaceful cities 



Luttii in their eafe^ and un£flurVd before^ 
Are aH cnfirct and fame nuithjiudious care 
Their rejiiffjleeds infandy plains prepare ; 
Some their Jofi kmbs in painful marches try, 
And war is all their wijk, and arms the general 
cry. 

DtYDtN*! ViKGtL. 

AVer Y good friend of mine, who now-and* 
then brings me a paper, and to whom 1 
allow the liberty of telling me when I am wrong, 
or when he thinks me fo, called upon me this 
morning with that defign, " Mrs. Singleton^** 
fays he, " you will pardon my unpolitenefs ; but 
" you really grow old. What, at your dreams 
" again? Why, at this rate, ^the town will think 
** you have funk ten. years upon them: thefe 
'' fuperftitious fancies feldom come upon any 
" body till after fixty. You bqg^n to have all 
6 " the 
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'* thefollks of fuperannuatcd virginity : I ob- 
" ferved you on Saturday in Kenftngton gardens 
^' mightily delighted with jour ru£9es being 
" the wrong fide outwards, a piece of good 
** fortune, kt me tell you, for which you are en* 
<< tirdy obliged to the dimilefs of your eyes ; 
'^ and took notice laft night you were more 
'^pleafed than a wife woman ought to have 
** been, at fedng a money-fpinner upon your 
" handkerchief. Here, continued he, print 
** thefe letters, and bum your vifions: thqy 
** were wrote by (Choice Tpifits, I aflbre you, 
** and, to tell you the truth, I promifed you 
^* Ihouldpubli/h them." I took the papers, 
and cafting my eyes in a tranfient manner over 
^e bngeft of them, knew it, from fome pecn* 
liar little turns in the expreflion, to be my 
friend's own compofition. I was not now at a 
lo(s for his zeal againfl: my dream, therefore 1 
afkedhim, without feeming to underftand his 
defign, whether he did not think poftponing 
my vifion for a week, ivould be juft as well ^s 
omitting it ? " Why, my dear Smgktcn, fays 
^' he, I believe you have hit upon the right 
^* fcheme, for upon fecond thoughts as you 
■*' have mentioned it, it may be expefted, and I 
1* can't fay but your laft nofturnal hicubratioa 
O ** was 
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« was very well: however, don't be caught 
" napping too often." 

Mt friend now walked away in high good 
humour ; and in compliance with my promifel 
here give you his ejnftles. 

To Mrs. Singleton. 

Madam, 

In all difputes in regard to the merits of the 
ancients and moderns, the thing feems to have 
been carried much too far on both fides. In my 
opinion, the only way of ever fetting the matter 
on a fair footing, would be to compromife af- 
fairs, and allow, that if they excelled us in fome 
articles, we go as far beyond them in others of 
no lefs utility and importance. 

I READILY allow that they were our fupe- 
riors in poetry, hiftory, and morality ; in ar- 
chitefture, fculpture, andmufic; in the art of 
war, and in courage to put that art in execution : 
but then every unprejudiced perfon muft al- 
low, that there arc many in which we leave 
them far behind : whoever heard of a coUeftion 
of cockle*flieIls, butterflies, or dried animals in. 
fpirits, in ancient Greece or Romey which could 
compare with what are almofl: every day exhi- 
bited to view at thofe repofitories of ufeful fci- 
ence, the au£tion-rooms of Mr. Langford and 

Digitized by Google 



% 



N^'afi. T H E O L D M A I D. apt 
Mr. PreJlageP Their knowledge of foflils was 
very narrow and contrafted ; and in (hort, they 
were ihockingly ignorant in the delicacies, the 
minutia of learning, which the genius's of the 
pre(ent age have carried to an amazing degree 
of perfeftion. 

The celebrated Mufeum at Athens was only 
a public room, muclvlike a modern coffee-houfe, 
where a fetof mufty old fellows met and talked^ 
as I imagine, politicks and news ; but the glo- 
rious Mufeum at Montague-houfe is, befides 
the library, which I, who am an adept in vertu, 
don't think worth mentioning, a repofitory of 
all that is amazing, and wonderful, and charm- 
ingly cionftrous In nature. 

In the art of cookery too they were infinitely 
below us, nor has antiquity produced one trea- 
tife on that fcience, to compare with the admi- 
rable one lately publlfhed by Mrs. Hannah 
Glafs ; which, in this enlightened age, fo far ad- 
vanced in the true knowledge of good eating, de- 
fcrves, and will very probably meet with a public 
reward, as the ingenious author is not likely, in 
the common way of publication, to get more 
than fifteen hundred or two thoufand pounds 
for it, which all who read it will allow is too little 
confidering its aftoni(hing merit. 

2 I COULD 
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. 1 COULD enumerate many more articles ia 
which vre escd die ancients, as gaming, racing, 
<for their Olyn^c games came fo feldom that I 
reckon nothing erf them) cock-fighting, brailkg, 
&c. bnt will haften to one in wWdi there cao 
be no difjpute, the ingenious art of humhug- 

ing. 

I R«M'EM«ER tut one ium of any confc- 
^qoence recorded in ancient hiflory, which is 
that of the man, who, efcaping from a defeat, 
ried home news of a viflory ; and in this he 
•has 4ately been excelled hj the gentleman who 

trought Mr. ^ ^s letter, and fo ^ry hit- 

inoroufly >hunftbng'd a great part of Europe ia 
his way hither. 

Mn. Jrcb'-^^dB — r-r has, with admirable 
^lextaity, bummed a whole nation fox many 
years : and the patentees joi Drury-Une theatce 
have this fummer exhibited a mafter-piece i& 
tWs art, by Birljjtaking in not only the perfon 
Againft whom thb 6um 'was meant, the fnnff- 
merchant zt Richmond^ bijt the town, the fiuroe 
^urriters, and evjeo, as I am told, die playos 
themfel^es. 

But I am partietdariy charmed with the 
inventor of that article of news in the PubUc Ad* 
vertifert which mentions the lady who had 
{Kvfoned herfelf at Bath\ though I think it wan 
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iU-judged to infert the Hon. as it conGderabl/ 
lefTened the circle of unhappy people, and indeed 
foon put an end to the wit of the whole, by fix- 
ing it on a lady, who, unfortunatdy for the in-- 
genious hummer^ happened to-be on Sunday in 
^igh health, high fpirits, and high beauty, at 
court : had it orAyhetvi'Mifs C — ^— — without 
the Hon. every parent who had a daughter at 
JBath'y and whofe name began with that letter, 
might have been kept in a fufpence, which- 
would doubtlefs have, been very agreeable to the^ 
author of this^ entertaining flory : by the way,> 
with all due deference^ to Mrs. Singleton, I fuf-- 
peft the whole to be the iavention of forae ma*- 
licious Old Maidi 

But I grow weary, and fo probably do you ;' 
therefore permit me to affure you|.. that I amij 
t«ry iincerely, 

Mrs, SINGLETOWV 

mqft humble fervanfy 
Jack Eithersid** 

To Mrs, Singleton, 
Madam, 
1 AM a poet, and if I may believe myfriends, 
fove a tolerable hand at a paftorat ; I have beeti 
ihut up near two months in my apartment, twct 
pair of fburs backwards, it is no matter in what 
O J ftrcev 
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fireety where I have a pretty view of a garden 
twelve feet fqaare, adorned with two rofe- 
bufhes, fgme fprigs of fouthern-wood, and a 
parfley-bed, wriring a fet of vernal odes in a 
quite new tafte i but having an inclination the 
other day, not finding my garden fufficient for 
the purpofe, to pick up rural images, a|;id re- 
•fre(h my imagination with country fcenes, I 
took a walk to Hyde-park; but, ye gods! 
what was my farprize ! Seeing little or no com- 
pany, and being too proud to converfe with the 
gentlewoman of the houfe, I had heard nothing 
of the encampment : I walked on with my head 
full of paftoral ideas, anticipating in my fancy 
the charming fcene I was approaching ; but, 
good heavens ! infteadof the whifpering Zephyr , 
and xht purling rilJ, the firft found that faluted 
my aftonifhed ears was the beat of a drum : I 
remained for a moment as it were petrified, and 
flood like Mobe turned into a ftatue ; but ven- 
turing to advance, I was not long before I dif- 
covered, that the rural deities ^ad left the place, 
and were fucceeded by the goddfefles of Clamor 
and Confufion. Here a brazen throat exclaimed, 
** Fine cyder, gentlemen:" there a fair one 
courteoufly offered you, " Delicate heart-cakes, 
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Each rural found, each rural fmell, was 
now no more ; tile warblers of the grove had 
given place to Ally Croaker^ and the Hue and 
Cry after Jdm, i?— - — ; and the balmy breeze 
was exchanged for the effluvia of tobacco, por- 
ter, an4 geaeva. 

Instead of the fawns and dryads dancing 
on th# verdant plain, you might behold a group 
of foldiers and their ladies, footing it to the 
dulcimer and hurdy-gurdy ; and for the virgin 
train of Dianas might view the battered vota- 
ries of the Paphian goddefs from the regions of 
Drury-lane and Covent -garden. 

In ftiort, Mrs. Singleton, the uproar is not 
to beexprefled; and I hurried back with great 
precipitation to feek the gracious power of Si» 
lence in my garret, fully determined to make 
no more excurfions till I am aflured from good 
authority I run no hazard of falling in with a 

camp. 

I am, Madam, 

Tour unfortunate humble fervanty 

T. LYRIC. 

As I am a perfon of great curiofity, I have 

myfelf feen.the the camps at Clapham and in 

Hyde-parky and muft own my Correfpondent*s 

pifture of the laft to be like : however, as I 

O 4 idewed 
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Tiewed them, not with zpoeticat^ but with » 
political said moral eye, my reflef^ns were a 
good deal diCerent from hb. 

I COULD- not fee thefe preparations for war 
without a (ecret horror, which the many ridi- 
culous objefts that prefented themfelves had net 
power to diflipate r I fighed at the though^o£i 
the very (hort time which probably fiood be- 
tween the lives of tfaouikndis and eternity; and" 
aflced myfidf what caufe could juftify the great 
in fo (hocking an expedient to fettle the rights 
of mankind ^ Htewever, it was a f ecret fetisfac- 
tloD to me as an Eoglifhwoman to confider, that 
this war was undertaken for the defence of ever^ 
thing dear to us, and was perhaps as juftifiabfe 
a one as ever was entered into; may it be as^ 
fuccefsfui as it Is juft ; and may every Briton, of 
whatever party, fufpend his private views, and 
unite in dieconnnon caufe ! Let them not con- ^ 
quer by dividing us, and we ihall have nothing 
to feat from them., 

6i, England ^ modetto thy inward great nefs,. 
Like little body with a mighty heart. 
What mighfjl thou do, that honor would thee do^ 
Were all thy children kind, and natural. 

Sii AX. Henry V* 
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This moment, whiifl I am writing, I hear 
that our gallant Blakeney, in want of every ne- 
cttTary^ has been oUiged to capitulate ; what; 
does the man deferve who* forced him to^ this 
neceffity I 

Grieved as I ^n for an event which is* 
Hkely to be of fuch terrible ill confequence to the- 
nation, I cannot help feeling an additional pain^ 
that this heroic general will lofc-the pleafure of 
faving the fort : however, his glory is nofe lef- 
ftned by it; he did all that it was poffible for 
man to do, and had our fleet done their duty, 
and thrown in a reinforcement, op even only fup- 
plied him withprovifions and'tmmunition^ lam* 
convinced he would have held out for ever. 

I WISH tmpatiently for his return to England; 
and cannot help anticipating in imagination the 
receptibn this brave cJd man* muft meet with, 
from a monarch who is worthy of his fervices^^ 
and whofe own courage is too great not toe 
make him infinitely feafible of this virtue im 
•thtrs*. 
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Numb. 37. Saturday, July 2^^ ^7$^* 

Softly my Mufe, thy rage reft rain. 

And drop awile thejlatken*d rein ; 

Another time with double force, 

fVe*ll rule Apollo* s foaming horfe. 

Anontm* 

SOME writer ^has obfervcd, nay perhaps 
fome dozen of writers may have agreed in 
the obfervation, that the little and feemingly 
trifling events in the lives of people of letters, 
are, though lefs glaring, not lefs ufeful to the 
world, or lefs prpper to be known, than the 
hiftories of monarchs and conquerors. 

I ENTIRELY acquiefce in this fentiment, 
and, as I think few events in the life of an au- 
thor of greater importance than a fufpenfion of 
any work he or flie may be engaged in, I can-, 
not but imagine, the world will be very inquix 
fitive to know the reafon of my poftjponing this 
paper, which it is my intention to do for two 
or three months from the date of this. 

Now, left future biographers, in relating the 
life of Mrs. Singleton, fhould endeavour to give 
a reafon for this event ; and future commenta- 
tors, 
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tors, in writing explanatory and critical notes 
upon that life, (hould puzzle it ftill more by at- 
tempting to clear it, I chufe to declare, that it 
will be impoflible for them to know any thing 
of the matter, unlefs I gracioufly condefcend to 
inform them, which it is very poffiblel may be- 
fore I come to the end of the paper. 

But firft to the bufinefs of the day: my 
readers, no doubt, are in moll anxious expec- 
tation of the dream I have promifed them, efpe- 
cially the prophetic part of it : I am extremely 
forry to difappoint fo many of my good friends ; 
but as I have this week feen and heard nineteen 
prophecies on the ftate of public affairs, I am 
determined not to give the twentieth ; however 
I will venture to relate thclatter part of my re- 
verie, which relates to the g^ilhnt Blakeney. 

After feeing many wonderful things, 
about which I beg leave to keep filence, me- 
thought I was led by an immortal guide to the 
temple of Military Hon&r : the fane, like that 
of the Delphic god, was furrounded by a grove 
of laurels, under whofe fhade repofed thofe in- 
ferior fons of war, who, though brave, had 
not been fo eminent as to deferve a place in[the 
temple. 

The building \vas very magnificent, and the 

walls adorned with bas-reliefs of all the parti- 

O 6 cularly 
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cularly glorious battles that had been fought iw 
the world; U ftood on the top of an eminence, 
and commanded » very extenfive profpeft : the' 
afcent to the dome was by an hundred fteps of 
poli(hed marble, on each fide of which, inftead* 
of baluftrades', were pillars hung round with 
various military trophies, and the top of each- 
pillar was crowned vnth x laurel wreath of 
never-dying verdure. 

THE temple was divided into two noble par-- 
titicMis, in the firft of which were the warriors, 
who, however brave and fuccefsful, had not' 
made the good of their country the ultimate end* 
of their con quefb, nor were Simulated to valor 
by virtue but ambition : here I beheld amongft 
many others, the blooming Macedonian Hero; 
Cafar^^ Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, an? 
what particnlarry (truck me, "our Richard the 
Third, Oliver Cromwell^ and the unfortunate 
Harry HotJ^ur. 

As: I had little pleafure in conoemplating 
thcfe deftruftive warriors, whofe glories were 
unadorned by vktue, I haftened into the inner 
apartment^ where I beheld z- group of heroes- 
who really deferved that illuflrious namer 

The moft ftriking figure in the whole af- 
fimbly was the Theban Epaminondas, he was* 
talking with Leonidas, Edward the F/dck Prince, ^ 

OUT' 
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our Henry the Fifth, Henry the Fourth o^ 
I'rance, the gallant Lord Falkland, and the 
Duke of Marlborough ; as no regard Vizs here 
ihown to rank, or to enmity commenced in our 
lower world, I obferved converfing familiarly 
with their foverdgns,' and enemies walking arm 
in arm, and that no pre-jemimence was alTumed 
but from virtue. 

I HAD the pleafure to fee this apartment 
rmuch fuller of Britijb worthies than the other, 
,and cannot forbear mentioning with particular 
pride, that I had the honor -of converiiqg a fuH 
tquarter4)f anhour with Sir Philip Sydney , who 
' told me he was writing an heroic Ode on the gal- 
iant defender of Minarau 

Whilst I was talking with this poetic^ 
hero, this Qeletwrated favorite oi Mars and 
Jpolloy I heard a jioife^ftt the door^ and turn- 
ing my head, faw with inexpreiSible delight 
the gaUaat Blakeney enter, crowned with lau- 
jel, andlediy Vahr ami Virtue: the Plack 
Prince flew to embrace him, and prefented him 
firft to Henry the Fifth, and then to the other 
heroes hehad juft left, who all owned him wor- 
thy of a place in that illuftrious aflembly : the 
whole crowd of warriors now came rouudliim* 
and exprefled their joy at receiving jb'merito- 
U(m a partner of their glories ; but I obferved 

4XCI 
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one who advanced towards him with an irrefo- 
lute ftep ; as he came nearer, his face was -fuf- 
fufed with a bluih, and a tear ftarted 5 I en- 
quired his name of my guide, and was told he 
was the brave Lord T n. 

As the reit of my dream was, like the be- 
ginning of it, prophetic, I muft beg leave to 
conceal it, efpecially as it might give the very 
wife gentlemen at the cofFee-houfes an opportu- 
nity of gueffing what party I am of, a point I 
have hitherto concealed with the utmoft care 
and addrefs, as I am not certain what turn 
affairs may take, and would willingly be well 
with the ftrongeft. As foon as I fee how the 
war will end, and who will be in the miniftry, 
Ifhall venture to declare myfelf; but till that 
time fliall beg leave, in imitation of many very 
(hrewd politicians, and pretty good patriots, to 
obferve a profound /jlence on this fubjeft. 

And now having performed as much of my 
promife as was convenient and agreeable to me, 
which is all that can be expefted from a woman 
who knows the world, I fhall proceed to give 
myreafonsfor poftponing this paper. 

In tFe firft place, during the prefent con- 

fufedftatcof public affairs, I apprehend every 

literary work, at leaft every periodical one, to 

be rather ill-timed ; and am not fo unreafonable 

5 as 
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as to expeft the world will employ their time 
in liftening to an old woman's prate, when the 
«iemy is at our gates : the town has heard me 
with much more attention than I could expeft, 
at fuch a tempeftuous feafon, when Mars 
fems to have frighted the Mufes from more 
places than Hyde-park, and when every mecha- 
nic is ready to fay "wdth Othello, 



■ Utile of this great world can I/peak, 

More than pertains to feats of broils and battle. 

Secondly, for I love to be methodical, I 
have promifed, together with my friend Mrs. 
Montague, and the two girls, all whom I ex- 
pert in town to-morrow, to fpend fome time la 
Berkfbire with Dr. Hartingley and his lady. 

And thirdly, what is perhaps the beft rea- 
fon of all, I am tired of the confinement of 
writing every week, whether I chufe it or not ; 
a flavery not at all agreeable to the volatile fpi- 
rit of woman. 

However, when I have taken two mcHiths 
frefti air, ftretched my wings, and reftcd my 
pen a little, I (hall moft certainly return, and 
write you all to death : in that time too I lup- 
pofc the town will be ready to read ; fpr it is 
not the danger we are in, but the novelty of 
that danger which takes up our attention ; and 

by 
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by that time we have loft fwo or three batdes, 
and another fbrti we fhall return to our old 
occupationSy and let things take tbdr coutie 
quiedy. All I hate to fear is a viftory, for as 
that would be a very new and nnfocefeen event, 
it would aflbrd chat enou^ 10 take off the at- 
tention of the town, ev^ from me. 

Onb thii^ however i$ greatly for me.; the 
phyhoufes will by that time be open ; and^ as 
I Jcnow fhe good people of England would not 
lofe thdr theatrical rage, even if the French 
werein the capital^ I ihall always have onefub- 
jeA on which I am fure to be heard with plea- 
fnre : and on that fubje^l I intend to expatiate 
jrery freely the coming winter* ^ 

And now, my gentle Readers, not a fliort 
tltae we part : if I am alive, you will hear of 
mt ere long ; but as we are all mortal, and no 
animal in nature fo mortal as an authcn:, I b^' 
Jeave to bid you adieu, concludifig in the words 
•rf-^r^mr, orGj^j//; IfoigetwhicTi, 

j^ ive do meet again, why, nvejbatl Jmile: 
If not, ^whythen this parting was wellvtade. 

a 

F I KNI S, 
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